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The French Resistance 

Five brand new games from Loriciel 

Commercial Games 
Programmer's Guide 

Can you earn a fortune wrifii 
games? Find out in 

5» 'jii.iii 



'I 



or 



piu: 



survey results, ECTS show 
report and all your favourite 

I 



uiure 

rotntMtn 

Your (usrantee tit fix \ 



95* 
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06034 
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Waita 

(61 28 Has owners take no, 
tope pages lor details on how to order yovr copy. 
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Future Publishing Limited 

leoufofd Court, 30 MomnoiJfi Street, 

Sotf, AwnUlttW 

let 022*412244 F»j: D22SMM1J 

E*er Rati unrton 

Stall Knter Adam Peter* 

Conuittapt Techmul Editor Ad#n Wiring 

Cwttritutor* fiftJy Price. Sfcfln Whyl*, Pr* nonarf, 

Jerry Gic-nw^. Bertram Ngg 

Art Editpr ingeU N92I 

AfldttJwul design Mjr T n™ Booth 

JUvwH ww i n * Huiftr Cheryl Beesley 

Publi«h«r Jan* RkhardWfl 

Pronotionf Uana^n U chc t H&rrfS 

Publishing ■.uistant "rr-J-JiYsrc 

Croup Pvbtuhmj Meets* drag ingrain 

Product iwi Mvto Lick 

SvbseripfaAt Christine Stmy. Ml 145974011 

Kail Order Oar* Safe*. let W5974B11 

CrrtLSatjon Director St* Hartley, ted: 0225442244 

■ leeier ttllc Due lo pressure of wart, we can orty 
scttpt pmnt calf from rates on Tuesday jftenoons. 

Fear* MHi Ltd ttK Awptf *d*t | an MOOe**: 
pMkiettai Tht wwiv pnWJtua. 1 - F-JluM ?Lt' tttoq Ud - 
h» ng :(pn*Cjm wTi Aitrwl pfc Wr 3rd t^zrsltc to re it 
***** *!<W«1M BnHnamt artlw Ha p*r*arJ t C FMf tlt- 



•MOfe M MM b« KM* 1*# «r» maum ff wiriab. It) art 
sf fni pwokimm ■■/ t» ncndind n mi ta™ wtntit Mr 
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YOUR GUAHAhlTEE OF VALUE* 

TtaiapMnnhnhtRMU^, 
(UK ttl iwt ig% U««(ti v* Hit — 
tun «f other <KoUhar in Duh #i cftar 

■ iMtt. 0* Mm r pSAed pt* ** . ngjEAm afl 
■|halfefrMMa.«Ma%taiMAIiMlBHi 

* Swng* rfvwa*. nfr rarat caiHm poky gl gotoi i>3»ptn- 
}fxs wd or iiiiiiK>amc3nBrbyrg !BXi!iLw^afeCTfi 

1 D mwdMty. Vhwi wfal i to m ta i id Soourgesows 
^cMo* Of «*nA tar i*nj datt. tiays-n smnri ton *m 

tHjfahMgaipn rt 

• Hare nadir HMtiHwWtde* OatO/cr «WS fgi«U*3*. 
raring fir*ttrte£MtnM3»Brxtr« ted Rate ty< HJfnj 
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Get into print 
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Don't lik* the magazines Alt the 

newjagenfs' shelves? Think yoo could 
da better? Then find out how to go 
about producing your own fanzine... 

Action Replay 




NEW SECTION! So thnt wo tan glvo 
original budget games fulf-stzo 
reviews, we're incorporating thorn 
into the main AcfJOJt T&$* section... 
which moans a HOW, separate section 

far budget re -re lease* (hurrah!) 

Survey special 

vnange the face o 
Amstrad Action! 



m PMH HNf 



All the latest CPC news.. PLUS the 
results of our giant 199% reader sur- 
vey AND a report fre this year's 
European Computer Trade Show 




ishing 



To go with our Special feature an 
famines this month, wo give you the 
run- down on the best desktop pub- 
lishing packages for your machine. 



The French 
Resistance 



till. ~«-if»- 



^B- a \ n ex ico 



- 



11 JBL " 



Publishers everywhere seem to be 
moving away from 8 -bit machines In 
favour of 1 6-bits and consoles. But 
not French CPC stalwart LorkleL.. we 
look at five of their latest games 



Bangers and 
Mash 




a, it's not what the AA team is eat- 
ing for lunch. In fact it's the latest 
release from budget softies 
Alternative. Bangers and Mash ar6 
the two monkey heroes collecting 
fruit in a forest.,. 



serious 

It GET INTO PRINT Publishing yoer own roniine 
coald ht m lot easlar than yae ralni 

It PUBLIC IMAGE Adorn Feleri rounds ap all the 
current (PI luminal 

iH TECHNICAL FORUM fancy y outsell as e 

*taf**tl*nal genii programmer? Adam Waring 
review i iht book Ihot l&uld h*lp yow maha il 

31 AUJTERI HO MACH INI CODE Mara <oeV«r aching 

with Andy Price 

II THE WACO PACE Starling this month, user 
f roup Wnccl presents Iti gelde lo CPC-ing 

SO TYPE-IN! Mora innovative tender i' programs, 
plm l«rry Glanwrlohl'i BASK tularin! 

14 BUYERS' GUIDE lamptld by our feature on 

laminae thti I «ut? Than ch#ifc aer out ivnray 
nf lb* bait DTP software around 



games 



14 ON THE GRAPEVINE Fit iddmtnt family may tu 
Omn't lair ever (PC relents - b«1 it lack* 
lika the company's going out wilh a bong... 

17 TOUCHDOWN. W* r*vt*M o fceW flmerirun 

Foot boll iint thai ralisi an breini not brawn 

at AMUNCII rati up of e>FndJrii ih^l-rra-i/pi? 
Than Him Infest WW2 strnttgy Mm Irom CCS 
iway be jesl wbet feu eaed 

30 THE FRf NCN RESISTANCE French software bouse 
Lorhltl (t tlevfftf '*Y«I '<* tn* CPC 

II ACTION RtPlAi Start ing thti ewnlfat a now 

mi lion davolad 1* bud gtl r*-r«l»ai«> 

34 SAIOEIS AMD MASH A bit of maekey business 
from Alternative Software.. 

II CHEAT MODE This month: map for Dtxx*, Prince 
of let Yelk foik PLUS a <ompl*t* solution! 

40 BAIROG Mori GA( know-how, pjut loodv of 
letters, tips and adventuring clues... 

44 HOW A GAME IS MADE Pari 1 of our ipaiiil 
series on tha devalopmenr of n gam*, from 
Ike drawing board to tha retailer's shall 

56 BUYERS' GUIDE far all you armchair athletes, 
tts best CK sports simulations of ill time 



regulars 



4 COVEtTAPf Yov won tad mora spec* devoted to 
tha coverlep* prog »7 W»H yee've got ill 

7 HIAC1I0N tontenden fsr fhe nicltnomr io<npo 
flew their f b<ii [hut inn fpu Itaii il?i 

12 AMICIHE A two- peg* ipmial this month, 
including iurr*r results and show report 

U fMJUL ADJ W ho needs F* r Aeng* 4 Atarr whan 
you've f*t Ami free* Ar fiee? 

44 SVtU CA1PII0HJ/ RACK ISSUES attaint en itsv* 
from ywr <ollt<tia«? Mara'i hew Ip fill tboia 
gapf-.. and moke tor a it never happens again! 

41 IPfa Al W FFJH We s<o«r the CK wor Id far the 
bail deal*.., and then pen Hmkj a* to you 

St JUFTERTN0U0HT What era we going la gat ap 
to nail month? Kara nra n faw I ill (a leasers 
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■ Forbidden Planet - lough, 3D 
vector -graphic shoet-om-up on ■ 
planetary scale! 

H Sprit* de/Jner/oViver - a pair of 
programs Irom AM reader S*an 
McManus 

■ type-In* AA79 - Hi* complete set 
of reader*' program* from Hie 
April Imuo - attd no typing 
needed! 

M Pake* galara! Ana flier hueje trap 
of poke i from oar resident ha«k- 
er* u Including tome help for those 
stuck an recent A A covertape* 

■ The Attdamt F amity We 'we 
managed to ftoro you this fully- 
playable demo of Oceem'f ItrHft 
(and la it? ) Him Ikience. The bad 
new* |«, the dome require* 1 28K 
to run. The good news is that It 
looks triff! 



now to %mm yovr mvmmm 



Loadpoii (ha protpomt couldn't be easier! Type 
RUN |follDWMl by FfETURNJ And pr«i a key to Start 
the tape. [A shortcut way to em RUtT is to hold 
down CONTHOL and top the tmal EMTER key.) 

A menu screen will appear in i short bine. 
Select the program you wish Id load. Press SPACE 
to highlight the program you want fallowed by 
RETURN to load the program. 

Note that BASIC pra^ams [eg, the pokes) must 
bo loaded dirocly from BASIC with ttio RUN" com 
*nand, 
i it you have a disk drive connected to your 



mi thine youll first have to type FTAPE 
to switch the mac hire to tape landing 
father than disk loadng. (The I 

h obtained by pressing SHIR 
end <$| The computer 
will load the next program 



e>% ee> ^e*, ePel Re* JPel rii 

preflraiii 

details over 
the page 




Disk owners read this! 



If you Iwt a drt*. drive, youfH onty ever have to load 
from th* lape once - all programs are transferred 

easily to dttfc. 

lOttft 4 blank formaitihl ofcfc Into the drive and 
the co^erttpe at the start of tide one No your cas- 
sette player Connect the FQTM socket if you have 
one (61 28 owner*} - (til automatical? (top the taps 
in tha right places when accessing tile disk drive. 



Load tha menu program In the normal way and 
select the TRANSFER TO DISK option Fotow the en 
screen, instruction* and pre** a key when the 
cempmer ask* you to Its as simple as that* 

If you have problem* you 1 be asked to rewind 
the tap* and try again. If so. dont panic - folio* thr 
advice for tape loading troubles StHI no hick? Then 
Ablex wil replace your tape. See overleaf 



isle offer 



Owners of the 6128 Plus are unable to connect a cassette recorder to 
their machines. If these or any other users would like a copy on disk, 
simply snip off the coupon on the corner of this page and send it with 
a cheque/PO for £2.00 made payable to Ablex Audio Video 
AA81 disk offer, Abfex Audio Vide/TV, Hary 
Halesford 14, Telford, Shropshire TFf4QDJ 




O Forbidden Planet 



comple 



Loading: Forbidden Plan.t 
direct from Hn main menu. 



Evil Lords, eh? They |ust never learn. After having 
his buti whupfjcd an Dark Star the Evil Lord has 
returned to threaten the universe in Forpjctfen 
Planer, As The Han Ww Stands Afone, Even in a 
Pub (You Know, trie One Who Looks a Bit Morose 
And Whom Nobody Asks To Join Them In A Ormkl 
you have to siop EL any way you can. The best 
way we've found e to beard the vrlain in his Hair, 
and then blow it up. 

Forbidden Planet is a sort of cross between the 
Star Wars arcade machine and an exerted beagle. 



fun in 



Ifs a full 3D vector-graphic sboot-em-up you 

buzz through the twl Lord's empire, blasting 
his minions and raiding his code stores n 
search of the dude's main base. You start 
your mission on Planet X. and by referring to 
the map have to find the four code stores and 
blast 'em to bits, so gathering the escaoe code 
seauenee that allows you to move onto the next 
planet in the gafaxy, 

Everythrg is in this game is user-de'flaWe, 
enabling you to customise Forbidden Planer just 
the way you want it rs a bit of a cut tftang (as 
they say), and the kind of game that grows on you. 
Look at Rod and Adam - they Started off much pre 
femng Southern Ueffie* but now FurOidaeri Panel 
leaves them speecWess Oh by the way. we ted 
about the excited beagle. 



LINES OF FIRE 




Keyboard of joystick can be Lsed 



Cv C\ C\ C\ Oi f>, • 



n Up 

U ..„.„.. Down 

X Right 

■ Forbidden Pianmt might look o bit duff Q • Accelerate 

at fir»t giDH<a y but you'll g*t hooked. a, ........ Decelerate 



Uiinf your laser jigtni ( 1 1. you hove to *ap the 
enemy towers 1 2}. white dodging, the fading 
plasma bolt* {3) The planetary force ifceldi 
am a bit knackorod. luvbia uiotui caps that 
you can nip through (4). Keep an eye on your 
energy level (5), cos n has a nasty habit of 
leaking away if you donY fTsch. Modern 
tKhrwtogy. eh?) 



SPACE 



■ ■■■" ■ .■.■.■.■■■». I I I Will. 



.Fire 



1... .Display map 

2 Quit game 

3 Display codes found 

4..... Return to game 



01 





€> The Addams Family 




Loading: Tlw Addamr f amity it «it *Jd* tw* 
of the tap*, and can be run direct ffpth the 
Main ntnv. 1 2ft K required. 

PtaHorm japery abounds as we dish up a massive 
chunk of the latest big name licence from Ocean 
Based on the smash hit movie, set in the Addams' 
famous house, this is a flashback to the platform. 
ermjps of old IMamic JUner, lechnidian Ted, and all 
that mob}. 

It's very tncky too. Lots Of the puzzles you'l 
encounter will require precision timing and a very 



steady hand. We give you a lew ckies m the box 
below, but this ts just for the first tew screens The 
rest you'll have to suss out yourselves, Yskes. 




M 



Forbidden Planet 




Leading i Forbidden Ptnwf tan be run 
direct frem ill* mmtm minu. 



Evil Lords, eh? They just never team. After having 
his bull whjpped n Dark Slar, Ihe Evil lord has 
returned to threaten the universe in Forbidden 
Planet As The Man Who Stands Atone, Ever in a 
Pub (Ygu Know, Ihe One Whq Looks 3 &t Morose 
And Whom Nobody Asks To Jom Them In A Drink), 
you have to stop EL arty way you can. The best 
way we've found is to beard the villain in firs lair, 
and then blow it up. 

Forbidden Pbnet is a sort of cross between the 
Star Wars arcade machine and an excited beagle. 




It's a Full 3D vector-graphc shcctem-up - you 
buz* through the Evil Lord's empire, biasing 
his minions and radrng his code stores in 
search of the dude's man base. You start 
your mission on Ptanel X. and by referring to 
the map have to fircl me four code stores and 
blast 'em to bis, so gathering the escape code 
sequence that allows you to move onto the next 
planet in the gataxy, 

Everything Is m ttus game is userdefinabte, 
enabling you to customise- Forbtdde/t Planet just 
the way you want it. It's a bit of a cult thang (as 
tney sayl, and the knrj of game that grows on you. 
LooK at Rod and Adam - they started off much pre- 
fernng Swtft&n Safe, but now Fcrfrdden Pfanef 
leaves them speechless. Oh oy the way, we bed 
about the exerted beagle 



Hejboard ftr joystick car. tor us?d 



freeze 
frame 



LINES OF FIR 




[\<\0.CT 



N. 
M. 
Z. 
X, 



,..,Up 
.Down 
....Left 
..Right 



■ Forbidden Pltrnmt might la«k a bit duff 
at fW*l glance, but you'll g*t booked. 



Accelerate 

A ..Decelerate 



Uslne your laser tlghtt (1 1. you have to up the 
enemy towers; (3tJ, *rhHe dodging the nitfxig 
plume belt* |3f The pupo*t*ry twee shield* 

are a bit knackered, leaving useful gaps- that 
you can nip through (4}. Keep an eye on your 
energy level (S), cos it ha* 4 natty habri at 
leekinf Away if you aont |Tsch. Modern 
technology, oh?} 

SPACE,..,.,, ,. Fire 

1„„ .„„„„.. Display map 

2 ...» .Quit game 

3 . Display codes found 

4.,,.,... ,.„„„„„,,. , Return to game 



e * 



The Addams Family 



lay able 
demo 



Leading: The Addamt Family I* en eld* two 
of the tap*, and nh be run dirwft from lb* 
Main menu, 13BK required. 

Platform japery abounds as we dish Up a massive 
chunk of the latest big name licence from Ocean. 
Based on the smash hit movie, set in the Addams' 
famous house, this is a flashback to the platform- 
em-ups of dd (Nfemc Miner, Technician fed, and an 
that mob) 

Ifs very tricky lOO, Lots Of the putties you'll ■ Out of the graveyard {frying Ban I and 

encounter will require precision timing and a very then into Hi* house (fire). 
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e> * 
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steady hand. We give you a tew clues n the box 
below, but this is just for the first few screens. The 
rest you'll have to suss out yourselves. Yikes. 

> It* 4ddiWJ Wrnmltf 

Keyboard or joysfc* cen be used 

"dr UMfttlMiMi**"""" ■■■■■••••■ i i i i i in Up 

A ,„,.„ „„«,»««. , Oiwn 

V- ■ ■ ! +4-11 II ► » t + + + + 4-++l*(* irl + ^ + * + # + + + + + + + + J 4 I J J J I 1 I fc I » I fc b*** + ^*iLBTt 

r .mv.fi fjapitp* <««i*»i*tit*MM ,..,,, Klfinl. 

Sr nUt , *«**■•*** i »'■ *m T ITS 

l> ffiiiniiirhi'i'HPipmrftftMHiiiPHP ii**nnui..rDiJ5™ 




COMPUTER 



SUPPLIES 

Suppliers of Discount Software since 1'Jft-t 



HOW TO ORDER: 

All prices include VAT L delivery 
Send cheques or postal orders made payable to: 

MJC SUPPLIES (AA) 

Unit 2, The Arches, Icknield Way, 
Letchworth, Hefts, SG6 1UJ 



Or telephone with Access or Visa debit 
and credit cards on: 

0462-481166 

Overseas Customers: write for quotation 

Educational Bodies, Local Authorities. Govt, 

Departments; sSnd written order 

FAXUSCN0462 6?0301 



CF2 DISKS 



SERIOUS DISKS I EDUCATIONAL DISKS 



5 for. 
10 for. 
20 for. 



., £8.95 

£15.95 

..£29.95 



PUBLISHING 



STOP PRESS SOfTWARE 

A superb page layout program 

flilowrtg t«1 and graphics to he 

pr nted on (he arm paRH Centers a 

writer of text fonts & dp art. Create 

leaflets, pastes e!t (CPC6j 28 or 6123*} 

MJC PRICE £34.95 



STOP PRESS & AMX MOUSE 

As atau* but n suppted complete ** Ihe 

UN noun* maLng the program ws*r and 

que iter to tee 

MJC PRICE £64.95 



EXTRA? EXTRA! 

Two disks Ol extra torrts and dp art 

for use with Slop Press, 

MJC PRICE £1 4,35 






* * SPECIAL OFFERS * * 

STOP PRF SS SOFTWARE PLUS 

EXTRA! EXTRA' 

ONLY £44.95 

Off 

STOP PRESS & EXTRA EXTRA 

PtVS 

AMX MOUSE AiNDlNTERf ACE 

£74 93 



CPC AMX MICE A INTERFACE 



Wo now hove CPC nveo and 
InierfeGM &«* in stock. 

CPC MOUSE & INTERFACE £3495 

(Pius owner* piouo coil) 



RIBBONS 



Printer 



Quantity 
12 5 



DMP 2000/3000 3 00 Ji SO ., I 2,00 

fwuntflfioSMitt^ .7.00 1SQQ 

OteniaOP.. .....395. ,7 .00 .,15,00 

Star LC 10 Mm.,. ... 3.9$ , .7 ,00 ..1 5.00 
Star LC?*-tU 4 95 9.00 20.00 

IWa*:iOoMW..3 95 .7W.I&.00 
Sta-LC-lO Colour. ,595 1 1 DO - 

St* LC20O IrVw 5 50.19 W .. 

Si>«LC2Q*Ct**r. M ia96Tl9S .-.- 
3arl£24£O0 Mow. 495. 900.,. - 



Heat Transfer Ribbons 

xl x2 

Citizen 1 200 Mttio. ...6.9b ..13.00 

Pa-«omc IDfi]/! 18fl Man .7.95 -.15.00 

Star LC-10 rtaio 6.95 .,13.00 

Star LC 10 Colour 1 1.95 ..23.00 



COURIER DELIVERY 

Available on any order. 

Prices start at £3.00 

please ask for further details. 



PROTYPE 

Amor s excelcfit print enhancer ■ 3 

rrus! for *i Prijlett users (not CPMl 

MJC PRICE £21.95 



Protenl..... ...19 95 



FHispaJL., 



lnlMlrihhH-lht^HI 



.17.95 



PrrjirVCrfe 17,95 

Matrix Spreadstieei Plus 29.95 

QwlitMPlMVe...... ,„ , ,.14,95 

QudlitJb, fo-H Library .....11.95 

Mjiicrfife 3 (database)*,., ..,«.►., .P.0.A 
Mastcrcalc 128 terreadsriefif,, ..25.95 



** LETS GET SERIOUS +* 

A monthly lack M sena/s software \ 
This Month COLOURDUMP 3 

NEW RELEASE" 

ttr * W o' fswtkxli cnftkwCmrap 1 

** M iwjMHied :o jrnwKt fie aiet: 

.-"■jv. y re (*■,';>»/ tetter :* Mini 

fM* jn '« It* CPC 'ar&e. (f«x*« St* 

L C 3tO <r cof rost be S c-r cofcu p rtat tr 

bTwwfld use wrth Advanced Art 

Stud*. *Vt iutdmaauaV read in p aaj f te 

■tt 4iri set screen mode to ensure von 

—He '.if* li'w di your icneeii. Uk*s 

rep , r«'^wd « uivompf*sserj He$. 

Blutr printout*. In Jddilnirt to -ha t* K i 

n* Is fFinlfm mag*. 4 larj* prnl (nil 

ji aceroxin'aieN 22em a I Sen Fs iyjA 

il i.' it - uglp ijf tjuulil* (teri\t]). 

Die MulWaca serein*. A coflwcfSKsn 

■uullinj ■! vLOUk'tl tu hiHw K'**! -Mijrbr*)-;*! 

screen) Id be uwd 

NO OTHER COLOUR SCRFflV DUMP 

OFFFffS SO MUCH 

CQLQURDUMP 3 (15.95 DISK ONLY 



?4 on primer screen dumrj , , 14 ,95 

Stnr.kmart:ct (*arc anatysisj ...29.95 
Money Minagff (wrr* tnounts;. .21 95 
Nirviina (l^k coper 1 4 95 

Sorites Alvc Corrpiler „„™.„. 22,95 

Maxam Assembler 19.95 

MW«fiCfi2. 14.99 

Advanced Art Sturno (l?aK) 1 7.^5 

Advanced Art Sluto i AUX mouve 49 95 



30 CONSTRUCTION KIT (6178) 
MJC PRICE £19.95 



GAMES DISKS 



COMPILATIONS 

r.Apcnm ItftottiM .......17. 

Grandstand , .14 

luiHxtfii.iFdColffnbon 14 

Harirta Sar&eri CoHefl»n,-„.„ 10. 

Hnt/wood CotactaM 14 

Ma* r'atk if, 

UjwePreiriseCoiKtJori _. .14. 

Soccer S'.iy 13 

Swsr Hemes „„. .„ .14. 

Ww StuCoNHtiDn „..17 

Svstffii IrDck... ....«._„...— .«. . ... .14. 

Irff? 



tnrtuatUcfir, 



Wen Stomi ....,_. .. 
Batfe Cwnr»r<j 

CjOMMcEr 

DqubteOfjfiwJ . ... 
f ■ 16 Cm i dl PBbt -, 
Ou«rt 3.. ... ... . 

ThaJetMH 

MarfciSauti 
Cjl'in Etnei- , ,, 

PaoertiOr ^ 

PtF«hlfr __.. 

PsKwti 4 Co.. 
Pijnc*flTPmi*. 

Robwent .. 

RHStnd _. 

sStfltir 

SfHteDuia* 

TlysTrnFtB. 



.12.95 

i;«5 



I 



• 



■ - ■ - ■• ■- ■- 



:..b50 
.1295 

.1: M 

1: 'J". 

1! *S 
,.11.« 

1] 95 

li 

11-95 



fc* mar* rJcrTji far. :n Itr ri.fjf*xwH 

jjfCgfjms »it Ax fie 
MyC FjuittHur Skwtaent 



Leant to Read wttft Prof [age 4-91 
Pan I: Prof Plays 

A New Game 14.95 

Part 2: Prol Looks al Words 14.95 



LCL SOFTWARE 



LCL Primary Malfis (3-12) 19.95 

LCL Micro Maths (11-GCSE) 1995 

LCL Micra Er#iM8GCSE) 19.95 

LCL Meaa Ma*s (Aleve*) .19.95 



KOSMOS SOFTWARE 



French Witreu \?. ta arfiA. ...15.95 
Germen Mis-er I? to adult. 15 95 

Spanish Tutor 12 to aAjtt 15.95 

ttafon Tutor J^toadwrf 15 95 

Answerback Junior Ouiir (6-llyrt) 
500 general knowtedge qiwsfeons .10.95 
Factliles Crequrre Answerfjacfc Qtii) 

W.mctic (6 to 1 1 years),,. 7 95 

Spelmg (6 to 11 yearsl 7.95 



NEWT TWPLE R SOFTWAfiE 
four program per paclra^r? 
Picture Book (Zftrtl.™.^. 14.95 



Fun School 1 10 pnofrimi per ilitk 

Fprjto 5 y«ari ,,6.95 

For S to 7 purs ., 6.95 

F»8lol2yws 6-95 

Fun School 2 & programs par dux 

Fof?io6»eefs. „ „. 8.95 

Fat 6 lo 6 years __ .895 

F»S:ul2j**v. . .695 

Fun School 3 4 protrarw per dVwk 

I or 2 Id 3 years.. u , ....1 l.^^i 

For 5 let 7 rears..... |] 99 

For 7 to 12 years. 11 9S 

H€W Fua PoVmI 4 • p»|r*n* (* «■* 

For under 5 years *. 1 1.95 

lor 5ro 7 years, -..- ......41-95 

For Ho II ye«s.. M 9S 



ACCESSORIES 



DKT 6.1 K Mernory Expanwon 464 . .39 .95 

Mtftface 2 Plisffw CPCJ 3995 

MutilaLe2PLslPkjsJTodek) 4? 95 

ft bit printer port Uk. lead! .24.95 

CPC to pniel primer lead ... 995 

CPC Pus to paratel lead .6,95 

464 heytoaidmoiiiior nt leach 7 9b 

fil?8key«M5»dfnw«ofexlte»d 8.95 

NEW 6128* Htyrtnontor etl leads ...7.95 
R)l 0i*F>wUad[SS4/«l2*}- ,«?-95 
464/61 28 mcriitwAqTboard 

dust covers..... „,.....,... ...7,95 

464/61 28 Pk« dust ewers _A95 

■pfewe suit exact nuctitto ■ coHnono) 

CvickfOy Python 995 

Ccmoetiton Peg 5000 1395 

Top^ar JoyslKk 19.95 



CPM BASED 



At Last Pia„, .„.,„„. ,.24 ,95 

Supwcdte2 ™ .42,95 

HttoHPascaTSO 36 95 

Hrsofl C Compiler.,.,..... 36,95 

lankey Crash Course Typing 1 8 95 

lackey Two Fingers Typmg ,,.,..,.18.95 



PRINTERS 



ai pries hcajde caue. rftten, VAT. postate 

4 pxUnc, Courier service a»*W*. add £>. 

FEEL FREE TO CALL FOR ADVICE 



9 PIN PRINTERS 



CmZEN 12C-D PLUS 

A cheap Ebsm ?k co j ivoatJttt win a ranst 

of teiL stykPi dM>: slrts r> 'J^fl mode. 

lii-drt in Htn Letter Qailily. 

£139.95 

STAR LC-20 

Star's new reoteterncn! for the poptrfv 

LC-tC' is lurv Id be 1 wiirncf 

£159.95 



PANASONIC KXP-11 70 

RsfJacemerft fa the i*ry napolar 

KXP-1 1B0. SrJI Otfers 4, H.Q fonts, and 

fast w ntjnj, very good quatty Kit for 3 

9 pn prialer. 

£159.95 



STARLC-200 

Tha latest ealau nnnter iiom St*. Not s^. 

wy latt but offers new mv tiamta% l** 

lores. Best vaiw lor irorey. 7*3: Prxinrig 

tokw xrashc » itgu* w "I" «rf^arr 

PH«.*e ul Mere ordenn|. 

£219.95 



24 PIN PRINTERS 

Whjp pm(i/tg cr,i,nhir<: f'Wrr ,7f J>n 
prrrfers r*iufts h*J 1* dulurrf uf 

Rfease rail tuffutu yitiien./f. 



STAR LC24-10 

Exc*U«n« vthi* Budjft ?*flii pnrtN, 

n'Vnr.K B Mai Qu.vTtf ISpfas, am) 3lnr.<c;->$ 

•fleets such *t flu«s wr. ijnik* and tftadoir. 

£209.95 

PANASONIC KKP-1 123 

Panaisnn 's ertrw level 2<isn r emu 1 

betttr prr.i gM thy ine Star modes, tx/t 

*th A LQ teriii and fmw effetfa 

£21995 



STAR LC24-20O 

The rep'«:err«n' fi» I*k cooubr LC2* 15, 

wtti It* urn* r j letter quatt^ lc<m 

lkado* awl oijeme etteeti MuendwJier 

thanlhe 2* IP and N* «npro'<«d fmf«t 

iwdanf. 

£259 95 



PANASONIC KXP-U24I 
hteoncerr.ent lor me exce»eni it 24, ottertift 

•ii:i"lfii| !nl qudlihy. lujikl ij'.idhfy, p4pei 

handion and r.sntro: panel Now offers 

fbad&A'oiaUtl*weffecK, 7 LQ fonn trv\ a 

new •mper 1 Kurt. 

£279 95 



STARJET SJ4S INK JET 
A ne* Hw Jet prnier Irom S1*. CMen 
eitr4tent (writ aualey okis «*i*ly no 

fr>sc. SupCDrb Etfujn 2* pfi and 'BM 

emulatirjii 

MJC PRICE £259.95 



CASSETTE SOFTWAREl 


Tm School 1 12«,-^^ — ,.— . 
Fw Schod Z Wi 


.....6.95 


FunScfWat2(«wS) 

Fm School 3(5 > 7).. v ,„.. tu . u . 

Fun School 3 fwer 7) 

Fgn School 4 (2-5> ™ 

Fun School 4(5-7).... _ 

Fun School 4 (7. ll}.,,,,,,.-,,,...^,,,,,. 


,*9" 

6.95 

6-95 

8.95 

9.95 

9.95 

„-9,93 


Mini [)Hice 2 „ 


..3.35 


TssirHon] -4o^ 

Ar^anced Art 5tud» U28K).... 

AtJvansed Art Stud« 

S AMX mouse..,.,. .„..,,... 


.15.95 
15.95 
15.95 

.15.95 

.47.95 



Card holders can order now on: 



0462 481166 £« 



REACTION 





Politics, fiinny old game eh? We at Al were most upset to see pop- 
ular local comedian CHRIS PATTEN losing his Bath seat (or should 
that be bath chair, ho ho) at the recent election, so we offered 
him a chance to escape the dole queue by editing the ,-1. 1 letters 
pages, He declined the offer, Adam P promptly threw a sulk over 
us making the offer and,., er... we haven't got anyone to answer 
the letters this month. Sorry. 



A LOAD OF BULL 

I have some highly valuable nforniabon for your 

readers. Bull Electrical, 250 Portland Road, Hove, 

Sussex BN3 5QT (% 0273 203500) are selling 

GX40COs [customer returns) for £12 and CTM644 

monitors for £75. Ring for details. 

Colin Byrne 

Co Neath, Ireland 

TALKING RUBBISH 

To suggest that the word "rubbish", as used to 
describe something that isn't any good, 15 no longer 
in common use, is a very poor excuse lor using vul- 
gar expressions. A few minutes search through 
Rogef s Thesaurus would give you dozens of credi- 
ble alternatives! 

This reader, who until recent months, has 
enjoyed AA for many years, feels that you should 
set a better example, for the sate of your younger 
readers who no doubt copy you, 
Dt Atexandar Bourne 
Bristol 

OUT THE CRAP 

It would seem to me, someone who twenty years 
ago (at fourteen) had his ear clipped for saying 
'damn', that the use of the word g'f is acceptable 
as long as insulting the recipient is acceptable. The 
use of the word 'crap' would inrJcate mat the £dft> 
rial staff do not wish lo be known as polite or 
educated, therefore I would question the wisdom of 
r-a-uiriR these people in these positions, drawing pay! 
I suppose I shal be toU lo "gel reaf. whatever 
that means, and that I am out ol touch and over the 
Ml. But I still believe that those in a position to 
guide our thoughts, especialy the thoughts of the 
young, have a moral obligation to use proper 
English. 
Ken Dunn 
Tidworth, Hants 

PARTY ON DUDES! 

How's rt hangm' AA dudes and' babes? You are now 
reading the most truly outstanding latter ever! Me 
[James Walker] and my most excellent compadre 
acid colleague Davnd Pure ell, are the CfE (Campaign 
For Eight-bits), 

Like, we are totally sick and most bogusly tired 



Of the way in which Shit owners are constantly 
slagged off by l&bit owners and gnjrsd by soft- 
ware houses! This is truly worse than bogus.,, it's 
totafyBOG 

We should stop fighting one another and get 
together, to show the most unprecedented l&W 
scum and most truly iRhOrant software houses how 
many of us there really is. Stand up and be counted! 
James Walker 
Liverpool 

AN EXPLANATION 

I think you didnt quite understand what I meant by 
my question Do you Ike lardf, so m explatf 
roughly what I meant... 

When I said land I didn't mean the white, butter 
looking, human type stuff you get from Salisbury's, 
Dear me, no. I meant REAL lard. Red lard can only 
be found in a top secret place, it a far away land. 
Real Sard is not lumpy or wMe, nor is it called Sard 
there. The only other person in the world who 
knows about this is my friend Daniel, I am not going 
to teJ you any more or lard wil not *e it. So I don't 
want to hear another bad word about lard, or 
sprats, from you ever again. 
John Harrington 
Hurley. Surrey 




■ Thii lord b MtHH tort of lard 
Harrington Is talking abort whan bo talkl 
•bant lard. Mo noau anorbor Htt of lard. 



STOP CO VERTAPES 

Please could you try not putting a cassette on the 
cover of the mag? Well, if you must continue, stop 
filing them up with the most dreadful music I have 
ever heard. I put the last covertape into my stereo, 
looking forward to a recital of 'Space Crusade - 



Playable 
Demo\ but ail 
it consisted of 
was m awfu 
screeching 
sound Cr, I 
might have 
bad taste or 
something 
because all 
my friends 
reckoned 
that it was 
brilliant, 
but I found 
the whole 
thing an 
msUt to 
music in 
general. 
Andrew Doyle 
Solihull. West Mids 




w« 



■■■* •■ our r.»nri 

*** ***** aTt£ 



KICK UP A FUSS 

Congrats are *n order for your new section, Games 
Buyers' Guide. One snag, however I looked hard at 
the Top 10 footie games and I am afraid lo report 
the absence of a rather natty game by toe utie of 
Mattftday 2. It may be a tad slow but it is in fact 9 
-u fifthly accurate and fun passing smv It may not 
have fouls, but why should ft? - it shows today's 
youHi how to play cleanly (none of this "sliding tack- 
les' poop) 

I do own eight of that top ten (except Man Ufd 
Europe and Gazia 2) and I rate Mafcbday 2 second 
in my bst (behmd Emfyn Hughes). .Also you rated 
Football Afanager 2 above Kenny Danish and 
Foof.e Manager World Cup. which is a dweeb thng 
tado. 

Paul The Egg' Elliott 
Cardiff 

TIME FOR BED... 

Ewer need to know what time it is, but you dent 
have a watch' Then just cary this letter with you at 
al times. The time is 16.06. 
Alec Hay 

Chelmsford 




«% Price 
^Buster 



READ THIS! 



Fast 7 day 
delivery 



******************* ******* 

AMAZING OFFER 



*jnr> Quest 

* 5ELKTAWYTWOGA|iAiS PROM T«E USTS MLOW AT * -;*,. 5^ 

La* Nmia 2 

Lotus Espri- T jrt» 

Cr-dfenoa , 

Mtfcbuvi tyizy . . . . 
W*i«thB3*r iJriieS .. 
W*jopfO» jki*. 
Mkfrigrri ftasuSanca . 



£,2,99 + 
£3 99 + 
£3,99 + 



DISCOUNT F*RKE 
£2.99 lidt £5-98 
£399 rw* £A-*9 
£3.99 not £7.99 

*■* ***■*****■**»■*-*-»-** 
AM5TRAD SELLERS 

amstkw tvu nticc 

30 C*n*vt*er H 

Cat**f ***** , — — - 

ajbiM 



tout CS-60 
t*jt £4>M 

but £7.40 

******* 



Deuba D'oac* 3 

Fo8ft»TC*«Wi. .. 

h*i SCW J Pjno* . 
tuf 5£fuaj4P4nQ* 

HuBW HJW* 
JWKffl 



«lwclmtru<MEuqB. 



neif 



• Co 



$h*4««0**«*C 



Spaa Oumob 



a tie 

ctss 
»« 

E»SC 

EUO 

CT3C 

r*w 

. .tto*t?«. ...t'ttftr 
i >NfN j- j Wl\ pj j. j.i. I> * 

BBS Nft 

ase ,.ttj« 

. Nfi.BW hi* 

t7»--tH)60 

.J»*w £*»___.** 

, *T*0„..„** 

rr.se..... .£9*0 



Hit! 
fUSC 

fl?«9 



St*«*Sps»t"wnoV»-- 




N*m £3 99 

h**£399 

MuWf B*Ml' «** £399 

U*U4H*dl Jtfrw £399 

h«i Dooa« A Cogoc 

DwMv W**E3» 

aWW 'TWMw... £399 

hwicv Adwrtj* l*sw£399 

Buna Thino* £3 99 

BotHtwh-- M** u*» 

BuHMBotiQ-j , £394 

ButUn Dirv .Ftaw £399 

CtWoinvi a*™»... ...... .£3 » 

Ojmpiontn* Del £399 

QuuHQ Mm £3 49 

Ci*^CMh N*»i399 

C«*#1 MUM- £2 99 

MnfentfTr-jE**: £399 

QtafPw M»*£3*9 



Mm CTM tiOSG 

Htm C7»- tlOSC 

. ..H W lPJO.— C 1 » 

,^-CTJQ . . .t< i « 

. . ..t7JB_ r 1 SC 

MM f| W — f 14 » 

t*8rj. n* 

NMCB44 HtK 

DoutftOnaon — _ T , »w 

0*j*y;«i Fino . ,N#*0» 
Oagor. :kwn . . ,N*w £3 iff 

fci-UfBTUHlFUrWIDI 



?■.< * I J '.•■.' 

N*wC399 

. E3W 
£3» 

. _£39S 
NOW E399 



Ri* Hqc44 uoMtors 
F 18 Confeil PVW 
F*nfWT W* DfiZj 

F*ttFo«t ...... - .- 

FmR«tr«nxt.. 
Foot*** c* Tr« *»* .» 

f-.'nr Mifir* J . 
Oes*oua!»rt i|. ... 

Shftjlj* GAa4D ._ Mm CJ99 

OiMtnAji* h*«j»vb 

Gu8fi*»n Aiif* CJW 

H*atKV«- -- htm C399 

im|Hes^itM _ NmCSEti 

ro 3-u Jon«i . TM Laet 
CrtUX99. . ]S*«f:i99 
lrtC$ft+-HJ9 K99 




i4 

WtAnwS. 

Uyti 

*Lft> Uhc 

hfwZMV4Stot -- 
Cp«sicn tlwnAvto* 
Oururi 



C3M 

Ht*0» 
■ - 43-M 
. M*w 13,93 

. Hn»tJ.» 

Ssi 

l4 » 

£499 
£499 

£4.99 
£1*9 

New \3- 3$ 

nt**£399 

Q,» 



PfcwmDnl 
PriGc*. 

Pt ULIrtC 

QuiWD 

Oumt'o Sporti 

Qrarii P 
Ouflt-p Mwrntr. 
Cwlull &0*1 C(35 . 

QutDtaak 
□oatt-o Camtsal 




QV*¥0FLK*< 

Ojafo Sup* r i 

HtfHUI... 
R*n*B3dt 3 



wO.99 

£394 

..£199 

NME3.99 

No* £3 99 

Ht*E3.99 
£3 44 

,--' » 
£399 
ME399 

-Sim 

£3 94 



K<xDjnDjcnHE 

Gwitf q»w £ Snappy 

Shkdowtf NlMl 

Shaoxv lWair«4 ..... 
Srowef «anaggrit*n| 
Socrtf DouWe ? 
SooMf ftmn'1 

v*«« ftvas 

Spy Whc L#4d M« 
Si Orapn..^ 

br*w - 

Ekrt&ar 



Suoer Soy-iwuT Pi»% tJM? 

r h9 Oomw VMM Eflrtun _C3 90 
Tlvj Gm« • SutWMf 

Edl*fl ^...,.£3 99 

The Ua^ - «** Q » 

T* r« On T1«j Moon --«** £3 $4 

T«0* .,„ t £3*9 

Top Gi: E*snier Hib. £399 

T 'turn* iikrC Cizzt .. Ns* £3 99 
T-«6*j Cffliww . . __N»* £3 99 

TjtB&^rj Mew £399 

Tjiitmn Nn £399 

Tiiniunl Ha* £3» 

TjHwr . Mm £399 

V^T*!* Nn £394 

W**3*3f Khw £399 

WmiMw Gfor*iL»jrd5 £3 99 

WflfWOiTOW £3 $4 

X<M. ...... Ma* £3 94 

KftXBS . MB* £3 99 

lft*> ii The Gnwd MonSIH £2 9* 
VbOftOrM! Escap* £?99 



COMPILATIONS 



TOO HOT TO HAHkiE 
(golden Ajt S^xr Cf Road 

*^»v* C*w tif.99 



HIHJ* COLUOKW 
DOJCtr &-*9on, [sagoni r*r^a 



fMA*r aHack 

lottn tier! urtjo t ht«cngr r 

mcKstorKK, . oud CrodGms, 
Ghosts- * G twiJi, Super can 



oamaxsutm 

AOVtKTVKS 
Diirr Pww, Kwfc Snat 

SfKJtxxrtd Dt?fy Gfe» Pnncc 
(4 *c* *e* CKt. tT.M 



UHCKEt COU£CT>OM 

bv» 1990. Super l«s, Super 

StvSocccf Hot5»*» 

CMh £7^0 



SOCCER 4 
lH« <r«mpoo*.. TMpfW 

Leo<|uc. EiuiD Soss. E^fopcjr, 
Champtons, Trevor arociio^'t 

woricurwGiaT 
C*« t.T-» 



«OVH PUmJEH Tic7u4c 
Mutant Urn- 1 r.ln Back to 



tmn coLUcnow 

CiWr. Fast Food, t*nl*fy '*3T<J 
Dttrj FrtMiAtitMftbiyl 

Mavcland Diinr 
Cm*- £7 JO 



t3W 



, £399 

J3J9 
IE3W 

JQJ» 

£3 99 

NWE3.99 

HWDS 

l-hki. la* 

Muw£34» 

..WfDJt 
£3.99 

NBWE3.99 
>^.'v, i > ^~ 
Me*t3* 

N«ue3.go 

N-»£3« 



CAU US OH 24 HOUR CRCDrT CARD HOTUKE 

SftQ 021440 4108 IS 

e"cai€ state name, c*«f number, <jp"> dare i ^cocs rcqureg' 



MEGA HOT 9 TITUS. 
C*M.UJ0 



1HT* 

rty^ra, SoJI t Ow*ones, '*ard 
Drvn J S. toufandt. Stun Sunn*' 



OtrZVO*TOOKS 
Otaay, Spkc m Trirtrihdn^ 

5Jrr*s mUjgc, Cl'i tkpfun; 

Anto. Scwiour 3oci To 
HotrwouO Ctu. tT 54 



Expky Dat«, 

Muwtwr 

Sigrvalure 

Dale 



QIU9CII FORM AND IWOftMAIIOH. Al orders veft f HSf CLASS SubiecT to avaMCMhy Just M In the 
c«,por and wtkJ it to fBCEHUSTER \Jr*t S3. 1 V20 George Street 8»**igh»m 81« WG 
HOCK 



i 



CAKTaLS 
NMKI .,, 

Addrcw. 



someor^oriie 



Computer 



•■^; 



.lIVL N9C _ _^ a _ i u 



Pwtsjt 



POSTAGE MIPS ^i^iWUnfJOHT ilttWi f««irt*i*MTl 06 (j* Stfrt 
Hon Etc anmT« jddt?3ap*f w^< 0*i»*i (unvir^ e> f'nm'&dii 



ToW 




A SMALL SELECTION FROM OUH WAREHOUSE 

3' DISKS Bo* of 10 £16.45* £1.1* pA|» 

*QH Ol I ill plojfrt 

Cai.9S*£2.3*Vr»-.p 
Eli - WIhtot* hotna 
■ ■ _JjJ« rr - rT — „. _f 1 1 .95 * C I . ]9 p&p 

(ViH far E*por*m (X4W or*f „..„__ „ .,£39.84.. . £] i3 

J SO" D4/DO Mdim brmcU 9. hr.»*rf 1Q „-^g£M ,. £1 IB 

£K C**w<3 r"*i>M i»4 i J* . .£?<** tO 59 

CK CvAonlci pnm» i«<kI 2 Or tS 40 £0 59 

ChCioi'ttwVsd mm IKvifwpU C?14. toi» 

r^^ r ,wr.par- I x* I |ibb^CK4A4/« l 3ef^>n<Kn M i|W-J{|<i W 40 M II 

AdrnCHrAriSwfvCfCdvVtnqvlrPi l?SK nnmyt $16.41... ....XI IB 

&«n m iwi»i* * «tmw * i <nt !***<■ _ C40B6 £3 53 

A™*od, Mconni* w4 pucMHT. CrC4e4/644/a IHM fJ » £2 3S 

4Q025. 4A4 upgrtxta nn C3301 £1 IB 

Ert Amitad I 2"mr. r Z saw cr tauA kr h CPC4*.* £3,99 13 53 

Arwnd5oM2*A-Crc4o4*COM f««w™™ ^*iuJ . _.. , „ ,£4» .__13.53 

M^*h(»J. fc*CPC4<*l/fli4/Alrt C34 45 J3 53 

MuWIw^.terCPCJAiWrtl?** £414} ..tJ53 

Wm W>d»l. a*ew»*i<i C.P«;P^icr*rgi<lob*r<jiHMc*diDrAjiiria£fiin> C? 99 tllB 

A^naw 3" J** I.6*j «*,■*. Wdi I0 3***» CiW [1 IB 

AM30I D .L bo. r«^. 30 3' ^jl* w J5 i™ «-. C7J7I £? 35 

dbow II. CKol M rri*«v«ol dombaw fnq CfM Pl«t . „ „., mw £XA* £3 43 



RIBBONS 





PKT 


reia 


0** 5000/3000/3 160 
ICIO 


3 


1% 


iClCCcijMf 


1 


4J3 


1C241V-.1C24 2&C 


3 


* J/ 


ft;w«2^/8»i2 r« 


3 


5 10 


EpHyilOeOo 


3 


* 



CAWA#J 
0*fi 
OSS 
O.5o 
I 1* 
i I* 



Otm laOD 
rtW<iiljM* 



ft!7 

I 

2 
2 



NICE CAfiaiNJ 



5 53 



5» 

1 :a 
O J» 



CUARANCEBOX 

I 3 'P^* |j*0*k 

I . AllWluU jOfVK.* 

I - 3 ' £h» w*i ""i I** idit^ei* 
bta"Jot*«£ 1r 4.ia 
5p«iol£i.ia h £j ii oAp 
* f " NO WAWANTT "*• 



MtKnl pack of gomci PP6 

1 5 nifcj eq^Hjnv *ot«n 

f T lwA«ClJ0 Su«kj£J0i, £J 7<hA v 
— NO WH1ANTT '■-■ 



PUSTK CASES FOR CF3 3" DISKS 

Bo- of 10 Zi'X t £1 IBpAc 



WAVfe WlOOTi. il*ttlAL Off IH 

OU tree £9.40 

5(m..uI £7 « * C I 1 « pjp 



Wird port of own** (Polk U f*P7 

1 S >ii«oa eau«<to bp«t 

. I fo# t*r**t* 

*bct toV* f 1 50. Special EJ 99 * U ?0pA«. 

"" NOWASRANTT — 



TURN TOUR MGNrTOR INTO A T.V. THE MP-3 TV, TUNER 
NOW CHEAPER THAN EVER! 

£24*99 *^ 7op * p 

THIS VERY SPECIAL OFFER IS 
WHILE CURRENT STOCKS LAST! 










AMSTKAD SMff.ES 

«c**r^ 

SWlOi ffcrvat ■ CFC4&4 ■ .„ .^ T.^-„. e .^..,.^ Jx .„ 

:Vrnt « rA.r W ■ .•iwi^il C rC444/5 1 29 * W-3 9 CT I 
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maryanne's mail 



Well h«llo, If* 

Maryanne hare 

again. Adam and 

Rod have kindty 

slowed me the 

chance to answer 

some ol your letters [Two months in a row!}. 

They wouldn't let me p«ch any any of the nice let 

ters, but I managed to sneak one in, OK then, here 

we go: 

'Maryanne, believe it or not the creature* in 
Rodiand aren't real, they are just a bunch of 
pr*eli that cant feel anything, so you can't kill 
them because they're inanimate. But I do 
agree that kitting small animate it not fun. 
Torturing them it much more entertaining," 
Ian Event, Dorset 

lan, thank you for taking the time to share your 
opinion with me. I would like to say, though, mat I 
am lamiliar with the concept ol computer graphics, 
and o* course I reaise that no matter how cute and 
cuddly the creatures look on screen in Rowland, I 
know that when you kill them they don'1 realty die. 
But yes I do worry, because it's the principle that 
concerns me. 

It is iust such a sham* that young people kke 
your sell take great pleasure in blasting to bits those 
pixels lovingly created by graphics artists: they do 
depict MAf, moving characters you know. The 
effect this mindless violence (however trivial you 
may trunk it) has on your view of defenceless ani- 
mals is in reality plainly obvious from your closing 
statement Kiling small animals is not clever, its 
not tun and it wont make you caring "90s man. 

'Adam and Bod, stop being, so natty to 
Maryanm. You have probabfy had lots of let- 
ters saying the same thing but I don't care; 
what's wrong with not wanting to best up little 
Huffy animals? 

H you were walking down a street and saw 



s cute bunny hopping around in a cage, would 
you go over and swing H over your bead and 
smash it against the ground? 1 dont think so, 
Vou would get done over by the big strong 
Moke who owned ft, and people would say 
there goes Adam/Rod, the cruel one who beat 
up a bunny" and you would rose all street cred 
and be forced to live as editor/writer hoping 
that someone wilt be your friend (nothing per- 
sonal}. 

I've had a bunny for seven years and she's 
suit as cute and fluffy as when she was a baby, 
I have sent a photo of her. Give H to rVrarysnne 
so she can loo* at It when she is feeling sad 
because you have been mean to her, it will 
cheer her up IprobaoJy)." 
Duncan Styles, Maidstone 

Duncan, I would first like to say how much I appreci- 
ated your letter, which gave me renewed hope. I 
nearly didn't get to see either the letter or (he 
photo, though. Adam threw the letter in the bin, and 
I had to rescue the picture from hm he was going 
to use it lor (argct practice (Rod and Adam are cur- 
reiilly engaged in a rubber band war}, i had to bribe 
him, and he onfy agreed to hand over the bunnies if 
I peid lor hi* lunch But don't worry Duncan, ifs 
okay: the picture is now stuck firmly on me wall by 
my desk. 

I ttink your comments hit home, thaf s why your 
letter got thrown away they couldn't face the truth. 
Maybe if more of our readers wrote in and 
expressed strrlai views (we cant be the only two 
concerned people, Duncan), perhaps Rod and Adam 
might see the error of their ways. So send those let- 
ters m, even Adam and Hod deserve a chance to 
Change, Have hope Duncan I love the picture, ifs 
cheered me up no end! 

"Dear M people 'except Maryanne), I think 
you should shoot Maryanne with the biggest 
machine gun you can find. rVatch her blood 
and guts spew out everywhere. Then shove 
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her in a reinforced ptackfc bag, 

After you have done this dastardly deed, 
attach a note to this bag saying I have shot 
myself because I aeddentaffy trod on a lady- 
bird, therefore causing it undue pain'. Then 
wipe your fingerprints away. Call the police 
and run. Thoy wilt immediately suspect the 
teddy bear and take it to prison, Then you're 
freer 
Naomi, rHaccfcsfiefrJ 

I was both shocked and saddened by your letter. 
Naomi. Rod and Adam wouldn't gel nd of me 
because they need me. However, Naomi, could I 
lust point out a few major problems with your plan. 
For one, no-one would believe I had been so care 
less as to tread on anything (that m etudes that nasty 
mess that you left under my desk just the other day, 
Adam ■ I know it was you). Besides which Naomi, my 
teddy bear and I have a very good retouonship: he 
was deeply distressed by your dastardly plan to 
frame him in such a despicable, unjust murder, tt 
has taken me ages to persuade hm that the police 
rarely imprison teddy bears, especially after Adam 
told him they would knock the stuffing out ol him 




■ Maryann* comforts Huge after Naoial'i 
cruel BKutafioni. (Scunrfi * bit like a 
NoiahaoVM plot that, deaflti't it?) 

He as still suffering the after-effects ot your let 
ter and will not come out from under the cupboard. 
You haven't upset me Naomi, I know that you didn't 
realy mean it, but |ust remember not everyone ts so 
understanding. You realy should think about the 
repercussions of such comments on other people 
(including teddy bears} before mating them. I hope 
you can hve with your const ir" re m vr ng what you 
have done to my teddy bear. 

I am going now, I leel the need to look at 
Duncan's bunnies. But before I go, rf any of you 
readers out there have any comments to make or if 
you feel you just can't speak to Rod or Adam, jus-t 
scribble your thoughts to me and maybe tneytl let 
me have some space in neict month's fleachon, fl 
reply as soon as possible 1 promise. See you soon fl 
hope). 



Lots of Lave, 



■ TM» photo It now itwck oh Hia Wall by Maryannl'i dock, f w a ryflaf 

k*g a go at h*r, »h* itor*t al It far a law ilwwta i Bant ttarH Mtllbag. Wa'r* t* 



ffltfrU4frnne> 



XXX 
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How 
to start 



h?^ a pd library 



V I L 



Look out reader*, here voinvs AA "s new culumnLst DOCTOR BERTRAM X FFGC. 
( possibly a pseudonym?) with some tips on starting your own PD library... 



So, yoa'v* always w — tnJ 

to fwi a software house, but you can't 
wrde programs? Never mind, help is 
it hand, Wtfi Itie Dr. Fegg suoer 
turbo gude to setting up your own PD 
ijraiy, you can now run a software 
company - a PD library, to be precise 
- without having tn write any pro- 
grams yourself. Instead you can just 
take everyone ease's hard work and 
mate loads of wonga out of it 
yourself. 

Let's start wtth the most nportant 
aspect; the name. There are a few 
tned-aruHested ways to select a 
name. The easiest is to name it after 
yourself. You don't even have to thnh 
of an elaborate pun on your name, 
either. Just stick a Y on the end - 
so, for example, if your name is 
Terence WaB, then you can call your 
library "Wally PD*. (Obviously, just call- 
ing it "Wall PD* would be slly.) 

ft your name ends n a V anyway, 
then ft would orotaatty sound pretty 
awful to stick another y on the end. 
Instead, just chop Ihe existing f off 
the end, TNs method has been used 
by at least one successful PD library 
on the CPC today. 

T* finish off your PD library's 
name, most people put a few letters 
after the main title, "PD" are. funnily 
enough, quite common letters, To 
add interest, why not by putting in 
another word to make the title "extra- 
catch/'. For example, if your name is 
Bully, then (after chopping the ast "y" 
off your name) you get Bull PD. Add 
an extra word, to indicate the 
dynamism, popularity and quality of 
your hbrary, and you get "Bull's 
Hit PC. 

Mow you've got the name, you 
need to get some programs for the 
library Here's where you alienate 
every single PD Ibrary in Bntlin, 
because the secret is - you order up 
their whole library, and only tell them 



THEN that you are goiig to start a 
ibrary using their software. This Mil 
have them frothiig at trie mouth and 
failing over backwards, but ifs their 
si By fault lor nocking [heir behind* oft 
in every minute of their spare time - 
after al, you've now got as many pro- 
grams as they have, and all it cost 
YOU was a few 50p copying fees and 
the odd stamp. On fact, you could 
probably forget about the SAEs, even 
though the other libraries ask for 
them - nobody else euer remembers). 

Your nit atop s to produce a 

catalogue. Lfcrary X has just spent all 
its money buying a secondhand pho 
toco-pier to produce Its own whereas 
the librarian of Library Y spends every 
spare minute he has copying his on 
disc catalogue, You don't have to do 
either of these. Just type out your cat- 
alogue, pnnt it out on your school's 
laser printer, and get your Dad (who 
works for the local council to photo- 
copy it at work for free. You now have 
a professional-quality catalogue, paid 
for by the taxpayers of your district 
Of course,, as you're under 18 (most 
probably), you don't have to pay taxes 
anyway. 

Everything is now ready- Ml you 
need to do now is to get some pubic- 
rty for your library This is easy - just 
send a variation on the following letter 
to all the CPC magazines: AA. CPC 
Attack and Artificial Intelligence are 
good places to start. It helps if your 
wordorocessor has a mai merge 
facility, 

J am sn eager reader of your maga- 
zine, think that it is the (neatest thing 
since sliced bread land much better 
than CPC Attack/ WAA*}. and buy at 
Watt five copies of every issue, I also 
think that Rod Lawfon / Par Kef' y / TJm 
Backbond' b the hunkiect person on 
tins, earth and would willing!) donate 



my body and sU of my He savings 
to Mm. 

ffliis M is to ma*# sure your tetter gets 
pufeisnetf, mere time is a ', defete as 
appropriate; make sure fJiaf ydj defefe tfis 
rtgftl items. Tettig flA that you Ifmk that 
Pit Kefy is the IW,*i! person on earth 
ml rot make foxi very popular, e*pqca>/ 
alter Rod soerl ai thai money on the stet 
bronietj 

Now, I have a complaint. I sent oft 
some tapes to Backbumar PO the 
hours ago and they have STILL not 
been returned, despite the fact ftiat I 
paid a whole FIFTY PENCE and only 
wanted two C90s mod to the brim. 
People Ilea this are clearly only inter- 
ested in making a profit out of CPC 

mm* 

IMate sue that you uy tint you senr 
off some tapes, not discs, Domg tins w& 
get you the sympathy vote fram 464 users. 
Lots of capital feller* hare ml afco ftefe 
ywr case, Where there are r*e astensfcs, 
jt/sf sucstttutf rhe name or any PD ttirsry, 
ptucxed out at random from the magazine 's 




■ Waart to itart s M> library? 
Mwyfc* y*« nmmd Bertram 
§*mm'* ««Vice« 



PO coArnt.J 

I am to CHEESED OFF by this that I 
have decided to start my Own PO 
library, Surfs Hit PD** only charges 

two pounds to copy eatti disc, an 
absolute bargain in addition. I will 
return ALL USERS discs the day* I 

receive them. For details. i«id me an 
SAE and one pound to co«r photo- 
copying costs. My address is: 137 
Unimportant Lane, Housing Eclats, 
Tunfcr'dfct Wells 

fTfiiS js (he crunch etf your Setter. Make nn 
ft) subsarnte tt yoir ovm Abrarys name, 
ottenitb* ypu nfl ioofc father s*/, Also 
remernoer to sJtsbtute your own ad^ess 
in. * Mr Brian WHOM of Ti/ipndSe Wete 
wl srar? gertng rots ot unexpecled m*V. 
Sorry m advance. Mr Ittlco* 

' f you donl tfwk you can maiage 
narT-day delivery - atthQugfi, since /cu now 
hive df L'« ddvantdgej of tf* esf efrisrwd 
Unites out no order bandog oeoause you 
have not had to spend orne colecDng nro- 
gfams. you shoiid ig jOte to - then dent 
worry. You can abaj^s blame the Royal Mai 
tor stow tietoery.} 

font* ftnCHdp 

fFul a signatve here, t heJpS a" * is 

yowownj 

Toif can new j;. ;1 : il back j d 
wat tor the money to roll in. If arty o* 
your customers have technical 
queries about the software vou*re 
sold them, then 'phone up the library 
you originally got rt trom and shout 
toudty *t them, threatening legal 
action (the "Trades Descriptions Act* 
is a good phrase to use) if they donl 
cooperate. After all, its their fault tor 
rot compiling comprehensive docu- 
mentation for each program: some 
people are just so irresponsible... 

• Next month. Doctor Bertie tells 
you all the ins And outs ot setting 
up and running your own fanzine! 



the 




oto coiiido 



Re member the Hudson Hawk compn we ran a 
few months ago, where we offered you the 
chance to win a spankin' copy of the boring and 
unfunny (not!) Hudson Hawk video, courtesy of 
our old chums at Ocean? We asked for your silly 
nicknames, and here are the five winners we've 
selected from the big pile of entries we received: 



First up its James Walker of Liverpool James* 

nickname is 'Cocky'. Why's that then. Jim? 
"Because I bad no toys to play with as a child, so 
I,.." Ef, yes thanks James, you've now got a mega 
tap Bruce Willis vid 10 play with now. "You guys 
are hardcore man, thank you «r> muchr Yo 
Jimmy, we know the score Respect! 

And here's another weirdo. Chris McCartney, 
obviously a Cure fan, from Crawtaarough. 
East Sussex. Cnnstophef has two nicknames, 
The H*r and Usad Car". Both refer to his deviish 
cortfire, the latter being a reference to the fact 
that "whene^r a cat sees me it always thinks that 
I have killed one its fluffy friends and stuck it on to 
my head wrth super glue!" Oh dear. "Hot that I 
ever have, or would even thnk about doing some- 
thug like mat." Glad to hear it [He too*s a of? i*e 
you, Adam Adam W.) No, he binkirr* doesn't. (He 
does actuarty Rbd.} Oh. Go away. 

Adam Nobis of Hows, East Sussex Cast 
Susse* agam? CnvensD has goc no less trw three 
d^erpnt nicknames! And here he is to tell you all 
about them: firstly tnere's "Bcsanopoteiuyuip', I 
have no idea how I got chat one, if s a bit odd isn't 
it? Secondly there's "Plant, My friend totd ine his 
nickname (fartjcaHyl and luJd me Ihat my one 
was 'Plant". Finally, there's 'Adam', t don't know 
why people call me Adam, but everyone fever* my 
teachers) does," Blimey. "By the way, in the photo 
I am he small one (photo taken eight years ago). " 

Er, rightWh'j's this? Why. it's Stephen 'Bogey 
Nose' Doyle of Greenford. Middlesex, 

Why are you ca?ied 'Bogey Nose" then, 
Steve? 'Because I've always got a 
bijj squirmy thing up my nose." 
Furrgh, Ugh. BlubtjbluNuUubluUtJ. 
Have a video Steve, and don't write 
to as agam Ipteasel, 

And here's our final lucky winner, Rob Caims of 
Aldershot. Rob's nickname is Video View', Why? 
"Because for some reason that I cannot under- 
stand, people tend to think I look like Marietta 
Frostrup. Enclosed is a photo lor you to decide 
yoursetf. I do trust you are giving away the game 
as well as the video, and if possible Hudson 
Hawk's tux- i*ve always wanted one of them." lust 
the video ftob, you greedy tyke. And you don't 
even deserve that since we reckon you cheated 
{by having plastic surgery done or something tike 
IhatLOtiwelL. 



Morf compo 

winnan rwxt 

month (maybe) 
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Gauguin, Picasso. Renoir - did they rip their pictures off 
from current movies? No, of course they didn't. Nor have 
the prize winners this month. Art for art's sake - get It? 
Art Critic ANGELA NEAL picks up a free glass of cheap 
wine and waves her arms around a lot. .. 



■ D*4*ir* ny dwlr* I* •** m*r* 

Imqglnatlira onhrI*i la ffi* Kitth-in I 
hod lo. include* Satin Blann of London 
fWl 1 '. effort Imatrad by Mli*tu. Wo 
all thought It wai ntoga tap! 

V Shun, lZZ*p< PSxaaam. TtiU could 
hang R*Mt t* a L!tth*n*tinn. Approach 

tfc* Tat*, call »p P«vld H*<kn*y f put a 

£10,000 price lug on and b* faitiawi, 
aiwn Patt«r of Cinwlty! 





[• *** » 




A Nig*! Ben ef W*'v* Lo*t Tsar Addrau »nt lb* above Croatian*. 
What can I fay Nlg*l? Th*y or* fab and groovy, oh yos Indaod. 

T Loh of luiuhliM coming my w«y, my oh aty who* * wonderful day— 
AIM Safaroi «f W*t««|| you'v* mad* My day - Claim your f 1 0! Trill 
marnnlng Bath it vary rainy b*4 th* AA offiioi qn bo tiring in a tropi- 
cal mood. Adam laid ma not to jny (hl'd ruin Mi lm*f») y**T robin is 
his favoHrff* plctwr* thi* month, tail your bruv to look out for AA4 2. 
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NEWS— NEWS— NEWS— NEWS— NEWS— NEWS— NEWS.. 




Germany calling! 



fancy m 14Mb hard disk for your CPC [from 
£380]? Or perhaps you'd 8k* i 5RK RAM expansion 
[£150f? Both these products are now beinc suppled 
by Fritz Obermder Computing in Germany, 

Fritz says lhal any UK reader* *hc »* intervited 
shouldn't h#irtate to get in touch' "We're ready to 
answer any questions you migrit haw! Send an SAE 
or phone us directly and atk for FREDf Fritz (Fr*d) it 
sKo on the Lookout foe *fo«r stnt#{ic em*** - 
apparently there's a shortage ov*r tilers. Ha's pre- 
pared Id pay fur distribution rights. 

If yw'n letemtee) h Fritz's hard dicks or RAM 
expantfaru, get In owe It! H» fax number is 01049 



5732 12542. or you can 'phone on 01049 5732 
3246 The addre» s f Obemwier Computing Ltd. 
8unoerstr«se £0. D-4972 Uihne-I. W*st Germany, 

finally, Frifx hoi a m*uag* for al UK 
compgnfet:.-. 

*HaHo GBt This is G«rrn#ny catling To alt manu- 
facturers, sales companies, wholesalers etc. of 
computers, software and peripherals and all Imagin- 
able and useful computer accessories or brand new 
inventions for the items mentioned above. To every- 
one who Is Eertousfy interested in new business 
contacts between their enterprises in the UK and our 
trade house over here in Germany. We are deaenc 




all Armirad comput- 
ers, especially the CPC/PCW range, and therefor<s 
we are looking (or any Hem that could be useful and 
practical. 

"Over here In Germany things are going far too 
slow. That's why we want to speed them up by getting 
into direct business with UK concerns. 

"Being computer wholesalers and trade shop 
keepers over here we are, in terms of exports bom 
the UK, tree from VAT. We are very interested in per- 
manent business connections with UK companies. We 
want to tee all available information on products and 
novelties connected with Amstrad computing.' 

Interested? Then ghre Fritz a call.,, 



• * 



RS232 INTERFACES FOUND 
ALIVE! 

Our recent Buyers' Guide on peripheral reported 
that RS232 interfaces were now almost unobtarv 
able, except via (he second-hand market. 

Well ma.<kirder supplier WAVE has ■come to the 
rescue! The company has managed to secure a 
small number of Pace/Am shad RS232 interfaces, 
which come wrlfi Comrnstar comma software built- 
in. The price is £61.25, plus £4,70 postage & 
packtng. 

WAVE points out that the interlaces are also 



Pkis-cornpatitiie via the Wave Widget, which eorv 
verts the Plus's (kionnectar to an edge-connector. 
The Widget costs £9.40 plus £117 postage and 
packing. 

To find out more about these and other WAVE 
twgam P «l 0229570000. 

• Got a 6128 Plus? Want to load tape soft- 
ware? WAVE has now modified over 1,500 
6128 Plus machines so that they can do Just 
this! The cost of the conversion is £30 plus 
£5.88 postage and packing, 



LEARNING A LESSON 

The CPC is more than just a games mac line, as 
everyone knows. Including Rickitt Educational 
Media, which has just published its 1992 

EducatfonaV Computer Software Directory. This is a 
96-page catalogue containing over 500 programs. 
many of which are available in Am strati versions. 

Programs are separated into age and subject 
categories, and are accompanied by lull descrip- 
tions and, in marry cases screen shots (all 
fulkotour), 

Ricfcitl has got to he just about the largest sup- 



Show Report 

Our team of investigative journalists (ex. Rod, actually), ha* 
just come hot- foot from this year's European Computer 
Trade Show in London. Here Is his special report... 



"There woe plenty go Imp on at Itie ECTS 
triis year, but most of 1 on the other formats. Most 
of the fult-price publishers have piiied out of the 
CPC market, but the good news is that the budget 
software hojses are oonunumg to support it 
strongly. Codemasters has bads of new, original 
product in the [ripeine, for a start So has 
AJterrtabve Software, HtTec (sort of half way 
between budget and fulpricej had a b>g stand and 
was showing off all its cartoon licences, Psygnosis 
is obviously serious about doing a CPC version of 
the blockbusting Lemmings, while we've just 
learned that ace CPC supporter Gremlin is to go 
ahead with its Nigel Mansril fcence later this year. 
HtjrrahT 




„ % v. 





Til* Design Cenfr* Ih 
Islington wqi pretty 
p)#ci(ee1# ■eeaHro Hie BCTS 

being a trade-only show. 



HI Tee' 

during a quiet 
moment (I wai 
keeping ■ lew 
profit* after Hie 
J*ttort* r*vl*w 
that Adam did,. 







Br- J l£ 1 










jejfr" 


M .gfcg 









Tfa* Virgin stand, 

with absolutely 
no vliitort what- 
io*v*r. Hah! - 
s.*rv*t th*m right 
for packing In 
fvll-prlc* CPC 
gamei... 
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■ alcbl+t Exertional MotUa's hrfwsf 
software directory I* fro* le JU rtodin. 

plier of cducaticna software in the UK, and its tartest 
drectory is ess$nfeJ replug for teachers and par- 
ents who want their kids to actually learn something 
from computers. 

The diectory normaly retails for £1, tut Ricktt 
will suppty a copy FREE to any Amstrad Action 
reader To get a copy, just call Ricfcitt on 0460 
57152. 

CALLING A A79 TYPE-INS 
AUTHORS... 

... We've mislaid your addresses and we want to 
send you some money! We want to hear from; Kevin 
Kitchen, Oawd vYagstaff, Davti Hurl and Johnny 
Dean, Either write or 'phone with your detafc 

please. 



Til* Shaw 
■ l l t w l t d aaa 
mamtar of visi- 
tors. This f •Mow 
Inflated On 
•xtorm Inn Hug 
everyone, vntll 
the security men 

ushered him eut- 
•Id*. 




The Codemaaters 

ftfltlQH. OUt 

whore was thai 
man Richard 
Eddy? Insld* bU 
little cubby-hoi* 
staff I nf art 

entire bowlful of 
Cadbwnr'i Mlnl- 
Eggt, II tiartti 




AMSCENE 






We had art abialutefy hug* roSpant*. to 

cur Giant Survey from th« February issue. Over 
1 ,000 o! you lent back completed form* and 
enabled us to build up a more: accurate picture 
thin ever before of what makes Amstrad Action 
readers tfch. 

Ok* *f the DMfl laf*r*»tlnf findings wat our 
readers' ages. At ire suspected, the trait majority 

•r* under 20. What we didn't expect was that get- 
ting on for halt e-Ttfie rota! reatf erthip |43%J) *as 
between the ages of 12 and 16, The next tifgesl 
age groups mere The 16 to 20s and the 6 to 12s 
respectively, Less than 0,5% of our readers are 
under the age off), while we have many readers in 
their 20s. 30s, 40s and older' 



MALE/FEMALE SPLIT 

Not surprisingly, the vast majority of our readers 

milt (95%). Where are you, pris? h it that 
computers are only interesting to males* Or is it 
that computing is a mole dominated activity 
that tends to leave girts shut out? 



Not 
IT* 



But what about the Plus and the consols? Well, 
around 14% of our readers haw orte or the other. 
Not that many, but stB not too bad considering how 
the macrwios apparency trapped. 

The moil cobIto versial Thing in Amsfrod Action 
has for a long time boon the split between serious 
and games coverage. We have always reckoned 
iboul two-thirds of our readers are games players 
and about one- third serious types, We were right! 

More interesting, though, is That intern the age 
of about IS. nearly all readers ar£ Interested exclu- 
sively It games, Above that age they're only 
Interested in serious stuff! 

This is why producing a magazine te cater for 
everyona will always be difficult. Because Amstrad 
Action Is an all-rounder, we have te compromise 
However, the overwhelming response from cur 
reader* is that wtsvo got the balance just right 



MACHINE OWNERSHIP 

WeV* always assumed that about 
hart of our readers have 
CPC464s and the ether half 
have 6128s. We were nearly 
right In fact, only around 4G"i of 
you have 6128s, But when you ^h 
count the number of readers who have 
added RAH expansion, about 5C& of our 
readers have 128K machines. 



Hove you 
won o binder? 

We prcrosed free benders to 24 readers selected at 
random from aU those who sent m questionnaire} forms. And here ij 

are those lucky winners; fay Rowland, Simon Alder son, Nikhy 

Copplesten*. William Skrlimg, Mr, L. Marsh, Anthony Kay, Mr. A K. 

Porter, Peter Maydell, Andrew Hughes, Colin Graham, Graham Hortert, 

George Samuel. Mr. K. Guy, Mr. R. A Tart. David Emerson. Mr. J. W 

Murray, Matthew Howley, A Baldwin. E. S, Tebcetra. Mr. Andrew 

GledhiH, Dean Christian, Shane Davison. Robert Claris. Simon Fu,, 

Wed done, folk*, your Am itrad Action 

binders are on the way! 



ftti 



at the readers said 



• Mrvey t*vrw twrn lisod a space for read- 
ers te insert their own comments and suggestions, 
Here an just a few of the ones you, er, sent in 

"You should give mo a free Apple Mac, or even a 
job - I haw* done a course on Pegemafcer 4" 
}svid Henderson 
rry Daw! we use Ot/arWCfYess 3.L Oihwuwsi? wu'ii 
r gut thai JlktiifftAr;...tirtv. 




should be tecs technical stuff, mora games.' 
Dank Anderson. Ayrslwe 
■, here comes froufjle,., 




*Get more serious er you *iH lose your readers* 
P Bffiey, torihe* 

Told yOU SfJ, 



Oh dear, 



"Its flhiolutely brilliant. You've got the gap between 
games and leisure just right." 
Tom WrJw. Ccnwal 
If/raw" 






our magazine has revived my interest in 
computing" 
Mr C. Hyfton, London 

Cosh, l/idiihi, MrfJtes rf aW s#W» wcrtMifte. 



NEW1U NEWSw NE 



•Adam 
Richard 



P«tW» l« gfeetf 

hard Bach, Lerghoo-Sea 
There's sane funny for* n iff Acr*SM 



'A lot Of the serious stuff might at well be 
Hebrew, in invisible ink, back to front* 

i> Nigel Jecicscn, Morecant* ina jokes [teasel 
■r is iBrayajC*^ 



"UnforTurtatefy, most Ideas I have would send the 

price of AAmcketinif,' 

Aaron U. Upsey 

J-fmm. got any fur woJti tSo trie same for out wages? 

*G«t rid of the French people on the front cover." 
Da 'ad Burcn WjidMont 
WeVr been trying tof J 

"ft l» overcrowded My eyet get bred," 

Sharon Mcfneet 

Veah, wflgaf that. We fhougnt if »** the coffw 

'Brilliant. Hard to Improve on... Three cheers for 
AA,.. Very goodl 1 . Fab... Covertape is tinH . The 

articles are all perfectly balanced,,. Von Should oh 
be given a rise... The best computer mag out 
KrcWL, Absoiutety briffi ... Bout lose the great 
sense of humour .. 
Various 

Aw, stacks/ Ws try to producf pw best afrrcund CPC 
(n$g (hjssibi'e, and ifs nice la kooA mosi( of you agree, 
flli ynur CrhaTfcntS jnij contpienli hive twerr iiofetJ. 
Uwniffli smi we wit/ keep trying to make Amsfrad Acfjf>n 
ever more mtnt.'nrwni n'omutw ana* c<stj ntul for any- 
out wfjr* a CPC, Plus or GX4000 xonsalfl 



1 % a rn 



o celebrate . 

h„ wc asked each member of 
utAA team to knock up their 
own mag (in a school project Hon 
a way)... 



ROD LAWTQN 
My fanzine's caled 
Mnmlsm. Its a 
magazine all about 
mimfTialisr-. A1it con- 
sists ol e a single 
s^teel of paper with 

Of d 'minimalism' 
Vferyjmal.Mh 

- vowels left out 







ADAM PETERS 
I've called my rrraga 
Mir Pfay the Game 
What's mil?Ef, noth- 
ing. AI the pages are 
blank. You said, Vst 
do a cover so we can 
photograph if. Oops, 
wasni i supposed to 
say that? 

IWUUNG 
Techta Widgets is 
the magazine loi 
wre heads ft wry 
where, wilh features 
on sprockets, solder 
ng technique and 
: chipJJDwmg. 
nethmg along 
those toes, 

MARVAMNEB 
My maga^«ne is toted 
Fluffy Anhnalt 
Monthly it ncHxJes 
pictures ol puppies, 
kittens and Ntne baby 
bunnies with ribbons 
m mer hair Oh, and 
some poem 5 abojt 
stprreis too, 

NICOLA LUCAS 
Forward Planning 
is an Fnportant si<# 
for a produclon co 
Ofdmator, so i\# 
amaga«*elo 
in about ir The 
was too big 
i( jh, and some of 
off me page 



tiftftVINE 

Creepy ghosties, Dominik Diamond "giving it a good waggle'" again, and a 
cartoon duck... looks like ADAM PETERS Is up to his mik in games news 
and gossip once more... 



THE ADDAMS 
FAMILY 

Say what they wanna say, do what 
they wanna do, etc, etc 
Hammer's crap kiddie rap has 
been officially recognised as 
the worst song of the 
1990s so far The hm it 
ruined the opening cred- 
its of has been officiary 
recognised as qurte 
good, though not as 
good as the gnarly 
black and white TV 
series it ripped off. As 
for the CPC game, the 
official verdict is a mere 
four weeks away, and will 
be found withm the pages 
of the next issue of this very 
magazine. If you can't wart 
that long, load up our 



covertape demo and make your own judgment We 
reckon a/s going to be pretty fab. 
7 1 . The full game features approximately 240 
(count 'em, 240!) screens. Piayng 
the part of Gomez, you have to 
rescue the other fove members 
of your lamiy. who have got 
lost h their own house! 

There are six 

coloured keys to be 

found, each of which 







irtsfe** 



\ „,:«!»«*• 



alows access to a new 
part of the house, in 
which you'll find one of 
your beleaguered rela- 
tives, There are buckets 
at platform puzjJes to 
be solved, and lots of 
skilled jumping will be 
needed to avoid a Quick 
trip to death cry. Which is 
why you've got a whopping 
ten lives. Er, except you're a 
ghost so you're dead to begin 
vnth Oh. newer mind. 

Like a lot of games nowadays 
(Final fight and Terminator 2 spnng to mind), 
TheAddams family requires 12BK to am. This 
is perhaps an inevitable state of affairs: as pro- 
grammers work hard to get the most out of 
the machine, they increasingly find them 
selves, exceedi ng the memory limit of the 
64K models. Tsch. it's narking, but what can 
you do? 

The Addbms Famiry (Ocean/ mJf be 
out very soon, priced £10.99 cas- 
sette. £15.99 disk. We U be reviewing it 
next month, The game requires 1 Z8K to run. 



The Channel 4 computer games 
show Gamesmastcr was a mas 
swe hit, readers. There are three 
pieces of evidence that we can 
provide to back this clam up 

Firstly, it attracted audiences 
of over three miton. Whir 
qurte * lot W al the prog's view- 
ers were latd out end to end 
along die Ml, rt would prove $ 
very siDy. dangerous and point- 
less eserrJse But ihree rriion is stjl quite a lot. 

Secondly, a new senes of W>e show is going to be 
recorded and broadcast from October. They are look- 




ing for audiences, competitors, reviewers and the 
like. I you're interested send 
rMais of your lave games, your 
liseores (if available}, name, 
address, age and a pho' 
youVe got one) to; (Jamesmaster 
Stardom. PO Box 91, London 
4GT Go on duo*, you never 
know your luck. 

Thirdly, there's a second 

computer games show on me way. 

Yowser! Yorkshire TV are the 

dudes responsible. Edd the Duck's <M mate Andy 

Crane cs going to be Die presenter, and 4.45pm on 



DJ PUFF'S VOLCANIC 
ADVENTURE 

Oh no, if s a dragon on a motorbike. No ordinary 
dragon mind, this is Lflle Puff of. er. Lrffle Puff 
fame. Only he*s not little any more, he's all 
grown up and dressed in Stussy. DJ Puff fea- 
tures the most ace plot ever in computer games 
History. Stupid, but Ke, 

DJ Puff is a rave master general, spuming ace 
cuts for all his chillrY dragon mates at akrgrt 
raves on his home island. But a nasty dude called 
Captain Krip has banned raving and stolen all DJ 
Puff's records. 800J Hiss! Down with the rave police! 

Obwousty, you've got to platform H round the 
place collecting the records. Oh, and ttiere s some 
stuff about special weapons and so forth, but we 
skipped But Ort. Maximum respect to Puff he 
knows the Score. And no. we don't mean that thing 
al the top of the screen with 'store' written in front 
Oft Ttt&. 

Raving, as everyone knows, is the only serious 
competitor to computer games as the entertainment 
form for ihe 2 1st century. Wei be bringing you the 
tul DJ Fuff review m an extended Juan Atkhs mix 
next month, but if you'd *e to practice yew house 
stomp in preparation (you never know, it mitfit prove 
useful}, tan I recommend Ministry of Sound in 
Elephant & Castle and Alpha Centuri in Bow. Safe. 

DJ fluffs Volcanic Caper {Codemasters} mt! be 

rushing a computer store near you very 

shortly, priced at 

£3.99 cassette. 

Action Test 

wm ghw H a 

spin next 

month. 



ALTERNATIVE 
GAMES 

There are a few software houses lhaf AA has never 
realy featured i\ much 
detail. One of these is 
Alternative. Time we gave 
them a ring and got some 
games m, we decided. 

The first fruits of 
our new relationship cart 
be lound en page 34 
wnere we get stuck 
mto Bangers & 
Math. Bui wdit.., 
there's more! A quick 
glance at the o<d 
release schedules 
tells us that there are a 
further three Alternative titles racing 
Bathwards even as we speak (er. write) 

Count Duckuta 2 is the second game starring 
Ihe cartoon duck who scores several mi ikon cool 
posits (or being a vegetarian 
the lean you 





3 is 





Thursday 2&lh 
October is when Hie 
whole shebang kttks off. Yorkshire haven't 
thought of b name for the prog yet, so if you 
can come up with one. write to: I've got a good 
idea for a nsme for that computer games show 
you're doing, e/o Richard Maude, Yorkshire 
Television, Leeds. They'd be ever so grateful. 

But enough about games on the tetfy . what 
about games on the shelves? Double mega top 
news coming up: Gremlin Graphics are back in 
the CPC scene mete weeks after threatening 
to leave rt The latest news from top grem Ian 
Richardson is that the CPC version of Nigel 



Postman Pat 
guess?) third 
stamng big 

nose and his 
pesky fir*, 
ping cat, 
Alvin A the 
Chipmunks.' 
meanwMe, is 
very first game leatur-' 
ing the megadweeby 
so-called rodent rock 
group, Give me 
Boney M any/day, 

Alternative are trying to 
avoid doing Soeccy potts where possible 

Ductal is a Speccy port, but Postman Pat isn'r 

Alvin & the Cfupfjuttit's is described as being "a 

compromise port', Presumably halt ol it will be a 

Speccy port and the other hart won't. Or something 

like that. 

Count Duckuta 2. Postman Pat 3 and Aivfn & 
the Cnfpmunfcs faff ajfemaiwej are coming 
round the mountain even as we speak, priced 
£3.99 cassette each. Next month we review at 
least one of them. Maybe aJJ of them, who 
knows for dare* to dream,!? 

anted will be going ahead, end in appear 
time in the autumn. Anyone who took part in 
vote-in we featured last month will receive an info pac 
closer to the tine. Hurrah! 

Our chums at US Gold have been pretty qi 
lately. There's three big games we're expecting 
[hon; Bonanza Brat, Indy 4 - The Fat* Of Atlantis 

and Mega Twin* We first heard of these almost a 
year ago, bur haven't yet seen hide nor hair of the 
games themselves [at feast not the CPC versions). Oh 
well, not to worry, they'll turn up sooner or later. In 
amongst one of the big bundles of goodness our 
friendly postle brings to our door of a morning. 

For row, lef s settle down with our L7 album, a 
bottle of Aqua Libra, and a big bo* of Curly Wuriies, 
For tomorrow may rain, but il folow the sun, oh yes 
indeed Summer's coming, so buy some shades. Ciao. 




Thfi thart is tampilai by 6vll»p ltd. 
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FULL-PRICE 

^\ Dizzy's Excellent 

I Adventures C/master 

5 WWF Wrestlemanti 

\) Ocean 

I N Manchester United 
* Europe Krfsalis 

'^\ Space Crusade 

_/ Gremlin Graphics 

'TS Cartoon Collection 

\J Codemasters 

-T\ Dizzy Collection 

\) Codemasters 

j\ Rainbow Collection 

J Ocean 

^Terminator 2 

\J Ocean 

^\ Soccer Stars 

*J Empire 

J\ Titus the Fox 

V Titus/Palace 



\ Midnight Resistance 

J Hit Squad 

\ Bubble Bobble 

J Hit Squad 

\ Italia '90 

J Tronix 

^ Shadow Warriors 

'J Hit Squad 

\ Manchester United 

V GBH 

^\ Golden Axe 

j Tronix 

*\ Robocop 

J Hit Squad 

H % Double Dragon 

^_y Tronix 

p^ Bubble Dizzy 

Zy Codemasters 

!N Rainbow Islands 

) Hit Squad 




ZINES 





into print 

The complete guide to home publishing 



What arc fanzines? Where did they come fnoni? And why? On ihis 
page MARK FRITH sets everytliing into its cultural context, and on 
the other two ADAM PETERS tips you off as to how it's all done. 
Stop reading, start writing! 



Famines arc the radical alternative 

within the publishing establishment. Like Torry Benn 
to the labour Party or Manna OgJvy to the Royal 
tamiryr they are earthy, outspoken and a little 
embarrassing at times. 

They cover many colours of the specif urn ami 
range from grubby photocopied sheets Of A4 to 
deluxe colour publications seBmg thousands. Iffae 
Face and Viz were hasicaBy fanzines when they 
began Viz still is, really) 

Fanzines haue been around lor decades, they 
just weren't called that. In the sixties and seventies 
they were 'underground journals', nragazires fcke Ot 
that reflected the growirg permissive society. They 
were often loud. r ea;te,nary and offensive Young 
peocte so fed ud of thai outside society - and the 
media's part n 1 - that they decided to get back at 
this enemy, unreachable through street acton or 
tte ballot bow, through tte art of cornnnjucation. tf 
words were your thmg and you had strong opinions 
{and a mate with a camera), then you were sorted, 
H yoiivt got it, flaunt it. 

The name lanzne' gacied prominence in me 
late seventies, and is a shortening of 
the term fan's magazine 1 . These publh 




■ "What or* fanxiawi?" ailu Mr bowl. 
The** arm lamimri, Mr Bowl. Small circu- 
lation wag*. All fh**e 9tm CPC «•**. 

cations came into their own with the advent of punk, 
Pjnk was marked by a gtrt of people with extreme 
views but without the means to express them, so 
fanzines began, Sriffln' Glue was one of the more 
notorious publications ot this kind. 

tt was during tins period that one of the man 
areas of worry relating to fanzines arose. The very 
reason that fanzines were 
so popiiar - their access* 



LUJ 






j a 




bitty - is also their mam worry, Anyone could do a 
famine, and they did. Racist skinhead groups 
utilised this punk art form, spreading their word on 
the streets without ethics, authorities or retail 
chans to censor them. Most of the lime though, 
this lack of censorship was a benefit radical views 
that would normally be suppressed were allowed 
free reign. 

In the eighties and nineties famines boomed. 
Soon every foolbsl 'eague club had one (many now 
have four or twe), the official club programmes hav 
ng become ncreasmgly boring and mvobjectue 
Music 'z^es are sold outside most indie gigs today, 
and the computer boom of recent years has seen a 
growth n computer fanzines, both games-based 
and serious lypes. 

Overali, fanzines are positive publications that 
drug many different views together in an entertain 
ing and down-to-earth way As well as making 
money ior the *oubisher', wheh is a not-to-be 
ignored reason for the 'zines, they are also a valu- 
able frst step tor the prospective journalist, and a 
great place for people io push back the frontiers of 
their writing style. 

And, of course , they're cheap. 



Is musk your iluuig? Do you like sliaklng your hair- 
cut to the lau-si nioshing geetiir utiinds? Faney 
writing about your obsession? Here s MARK FRITH 
will* some hot tips for doing a music fan?* i u 



Hie matt important pre-r*fjut»tt> for 
the task of producing * mum Unriiw 
it an abnormally large ego lead need 
to tee your name in print W you're the 
ton ot penon who typi-i Own nam* on 
a piece ot D*P*' vid tookt at it io* 
houn fanzrrm «# for you it s virtv- 
aHy th* unw thine you"* hav* typed 
RH be your worth end you ■ probably 
be th« only careen to iw it 

Fir» off. try ana find some Die 
>!*nd«<) toon Friendt who are into the 



same typo of music is you and also 
Eke teeing their name m print The** 
will be your staff YOU cat ardor fhem 
about puionw tbern and change u 
much ot their tod 11 you like 

Mott fanznu wrtwr* tend to Bke 
mutfc that only eleven other people In 
th* world tot. It It thete •tow people 
that you staottfrf - and probably wtl 
got to bay your fen nn* Mott of them 
will be 'Oiarod to you. If you're tudiv 

Remember only put group* w* 



nomo iwmoi m your rt»: PJ Harvuy 
Velvet Cruth Th* 800 Radtsvi and 
Dodgy tnouw be a sood tart 

ignore roqueta by Adam Pete's to 
put Nt band Hippy Stat* m the 
fnnmo. amwugri It C«uM tocure ytu a 
coupta of hundred extra talet, From 
ham. (Ho ho ho fnprn - Adam 1 

FUd a printer who 1* either a rela 
tfwa or who aoatnl snqulrt too much 
about immiKllatiy of paymom. your 
st your phone number 1 

Sail the magazlna outtido gigt by 
top Mkt: bantfj |k hetpa tatea If you 
have (he band ar qtmitwa on die 
covert MaK« tort that you dent 
engage in heavy ttAge-drwng durmg 
tha gig at youl probably Iota all the 
ma|i in tfus oroeeat. 

Rnally . keap a couple of coptH of 
each itsue, athough youl probably 
rum* hundred* "That bend on the flan 
dttc you ie giving away jutt m%h4 be 
tha tmet Jama*. Or mayb* not 




all about Apparently. 

Mark ft rft. it * Smash Hitt journal*! 
wtio m ha Unw hat alto corrtributed to 
a nufflbar of mmlc ttnxmet including 
Stripy FrtHKeVa, Tha Bewntut North 
anf Weoo Halo rYestanf Ware m 21. 
*tid Bvet m F asl I ordn't la a borne 





fanzinHs 



■ Once yeVvo pel yovr text ctntl pliclos. 
It's time to work out whtrt t* put ft oil. 



W« §ef ■jtilta a law latfvn fare at AA 

Towers from people wanting to know how you go 
about starting your own magazine. "Do you need a 
licence?" and "how ofd do you have to be?" are two 
of the more bizarre Question! we often get asked, 

f he truth of the matter is that starting your own 
magazine is very easy, very cheap, and anyone can 
dc it, At its most basic, al you need is a pen and 
some pacer, plus access to a photocopier (at your 
school, your workplace, your local library, 
Prontaprinl, etc). 

Producing a glossy colour mag like flA is major 
league expense territory l if you've got less than 
£20,000 at your disposal, forget rt}, but what mat- 
ters more than the shiftiness of the paper or the 
number of colours on the page is !fie fact thai you 
get (he opportunity to write about things that con- 
cern you, impart your opinions to other people, and 
enjoy all the fun of putting the thing together. And 
you can do that for a couple of quid, and maybe 
make a bit of cash in the long run, 

A glossy high street magarw has drl 




■ ivy loirm Spray Mount (£B>: it'l grrol 
fun, plus you ton paste stuH up with it. 



terent staff to fulfl different functions, and separate 
departments to deal wrth different aspects of the 
process Writers only write, designers only design, 
and once the issue is finished ifs straight on to the 
next one The distribution, subscriptions, mail orcte? 
and such like are all in the hands of other people. 

Doing your own fanzine gives you full COnUof 
over every aspect of the magazine. No gnm-faced 
publisher tedng you to change the size of the head 
figs and put a photo of a man in a suit on the cover. 
And no legal worries. Fanzine editors are just as 
suable as big publishing houses, but no-one both- 
ers The magazines get away with things that high 
street mags would never dare. 

Interested? Right, here's a quick guide to tiaw to 
produce your own magazine in five easy stages. 
Yes, it really is ttvs simple: 

1] Decide what soft of mag you're going to 
do. If you're just picking something for the sake of 
it, forget it. But if you've always wanted to do your 
own CPC magazine.,. Or 
you're the biggest (only?) | 



ring their bell 

mines cannot lh* by fresh sir alone. They mm! 
news, reviews, ind other tuch like. And this h where 
the old letephone comet in bandy. Here are some 
numbers to Cut Out and keep... 

MUSIC CONTACTS 

Doing 3 music famine? Want to know where to go 
for band irdo and to arrange intf rncwV Simply ring 

the relevant number and ask for the PR person: 

AIM (Bryan Adams. Eirtrirnc, Ce Ce Partition) 

071-736 3311 

MCA [GllM af Rotas, Spiral Tip, The Commitments) 

D71-437 9747 

POLYDOR [Tfio Cure. Jason Donovan. Cathy Dennis) 

081-B4G&090 

PWL iKylio Mine sue, 2 Unlimited. Opus II) 

07HO3O007 

WEA [REM. Seal. SOS State) 071-937 SS44 

PHILIP HALL (Name Street Preachers, Stone Roses, 

Beautiful South) 081 710 6288 

BAD MOON (Nirvana, Carter U5M, Mega Crty 4. 

Soundeardcn] 07 1-221 9612 

CREATION (Ride, Primal Scream, Teenage Fendub. 

Adorable) 081 966 7190 

HEAVENLY (St Etieruw, Flowered Up, Golden] 

071-240 2474 

MICK HOUGHTON (Wedding Present. KUF. Jeiti* & 

Mary Chain] 071-481 2177 

CHEAP PRINTERS 

So where so you so to get your magazine primed? 
Here are some of the mo it popular, affordable print' 
ers. most of whom specialise in fanzines. Give them 
a ring to discuss your requirements: 

CATFGfiD COPY CENTRE Anybody 081-695 0101 
JUMA PflfftT Martin Lacoy 0742 72091 3 
TECHNOPRINT 20OO Mark Sme* 0532 533920 



You're all set to Mart your computer games mag. 
You've got your DTP package (or l*rlit Stick and scis- 
sors}, but what arc you going to write about? How do 
you fill those pages? Let's ask STUAR1 1 CAMPBELL... 



Wol. this Is mo easy bft. realty. Ideally, 
of course, you'll have a load of games 
to review to start oft with, preferably 
obtained tor newt from me software 
house*. Contacts in the business, com- 
promising photographs or thr 
Mnnnging Director, a rGferenco from 
your bank manager or a big baseball 
bat and a threatening demeanour are 
al useful toots In achieving this aim, 
but if you've got none of those, don't 
panic. A Rocd first issue with reviews 



of a few old, borrowed or even imagi- 
nary games will usually bo enough to 
persuade me game producers that 
you're above board. (Of courts, you 
CW always Just try Huffing and review 
new releases that you haven't actually 
played yourself, but this is a tricky One 
to carry off convincingly). 

A mag filled purely with reviews, 
though, will almost certainty be deadly 
dul. So what else can you wrrle about? 
Well, thoughtful opinion pieces (read: 



random directum less ranting) are 
always a good read, as wei as a neat 
way to let off steam {assuming you Ve 
acttwiy got vema interesting opinion* 
about something hi me first place). If 
you can draw a bit, cartoons help to 
break; up the walls of tort, and screen- 
shots are worth a thousand words loo. 
{You don't need expensive technology 
for this - you can always just blag pics 
from ads or other magazines, a tactic 
that also works for tips sections. They 
do It, why shouldn't you?) 

Letters pages are a big lavourite 
with reader) too, but spooking from 
experience I find they're much livelier 
if you write Hie letters yourself, Then 
you want lots of bi* ads for yourself 
(preferably altered versions of real life 
ones!, just to drum into the readers' 
minds what a fab mat they're reading 
and how essential h" is for them to buy 
the next issue. Oh yeah, and competi- 
tions too. The chances are no-one will 



bother enter rig mould you enter a 
compo in a fanzine? J, so make die 
prizes as flash as you like. If the worst 
comes to the worst, you can always 
just make sure pour mum wins... 

But tins is just me obvious stuff. 

The great thing about fandnes i% that 
you can put whatever the hell you like 
In them. Ripped off adverts for Orkney 
Islands cheese shops, folk tales hi the 
original Welsh, gratuitous pictures of 
Madonna. "10 Things More Fun Than 
Playing The Jetton*', sophisticated 
sabres of other mags or rambling en 
tquos on why Thatcherism will lead to 
the death of East End culture and why 
people would care anyway - anything 
at all Use your imagination? And if you 
haven't got Any Imagination, you've no 
business writing a fanzine So there. 

Stuart Campbell currently worts for 
Amiga Power, having previously edited 
Berween Planers, an S7/7X81 fanzine. 



FANZINES 



ring their bell 

More useful numbers to cut out and keep I if you're 
into that sort Of thing),,, 

SOFTWARE HOUSES 

Warn the latest news tram the world of computer 
gamn to chutfc in your famine? Have a chat to the 
dudes below. You'll need to be quite wel established 
before you can try blagging review coe>e J, mind. 

DOMARK Tammy Lock OBI 780 2222 

GREMLIN Iphii GBM1 Ian Richardson 0742 753423 

OCEAN (plus HrT SQUAD) Hen Lodufcy 

061 432 6633 

PALACE Pete Stone 071-278 0751 

PSYGNOSfS Nick WW* 05 1-709 5755 

US GOLD l pi lit WXX] Danielle Woody a* 

021 625 3388 

VIRGIN jpfcjf TRONHf] Caroline Stokes 

OS 1 960 2255 

ALTERNATIVE Roger Hufley 0703 613316 

COOt MASTERS Richard Eddy 0926 8141 32 

H-TEC Dave Retdy 0742 587555 

ZEPPEUN Darren J abbling 091-385 7753 

FANZINE OUTLETS 

H«re » tome people you might be able to get to 
sett your mag (along wKh your local record, boot, or 
computer fame* shops and the odd newsagents): 

NOSTALCm & COMICS Birmingham 021 643 6143 
PICftOfLlV RECOROS Manchester « 1-8 39 8008 
PROSE RECORDS Uverpwl 051-227 564$ 
REVOLVER RECORDS Srlstof 0272 299105 
ROUGH TRADE London. Netting Hilt 071-229 
London, Covert Garden 071-240 0105 
SELECTADISC flottmgham 0602 475913 
SPOflTSPAGES London 071 240 9404 
STRATHCLVDC PROGRAMME SHOP Glasgow 
041 332 4995 





■ Break Into your ichoel/worfcplsce lata 
at night and run #H load* of copies. 

fan of DribbSewortfi Town FC or ace rock group 
Colin & the Syco-Megas... Or maybe you'd ike. to 
do a magazine about your school so you can slag 
■j it Lrdt bloke n the fz-urtti year who is always nich- 
ing your choctie bars... Whether it's a bee in your 
bonnet or a slim rig in your loins, go for if 

2} Write some stuff. Our expert tipsters pro- 
vide some clues at the bottom of these pages, but 
basically write; about what you like and what you 
think wi Merest the punter cm the streets 

3} Layout the pages. Hand written pages are 
nafi, pages done on computer DTP packages are 
fab, 1 you cant get hold of a printer for your CPC. 
a typewriter wl do. Photocopy some pictures out 
of magazines, draw some cartoons, then reach for 
the scissors and Pritt Stick and hung everything 
down onto the pages. 

4 1 Rol the presses, Photocopy the pages 
and then staple them logeifter, Voul probably 
want back to back printing (photocopying onto 
both sides or a sheet) which involves f deling about 
with the coper a bit Find 
someone with a degree in 



i 
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■ Finally,, com* to Bofti and try to soil 
copy to a men In a dodgy baseball tap. 

Photocopier Operation. To be realty flash, you'll 
need to be centre stapled rather than side sta- 
pled. This means getting four pages onto each 
sheet and folding over. If ihe number of pages in 
the mag isn't divisible by four, you might 
encounter problems at this stage! 

II you reckon you're going to sell 150 or more 
copiers, it wHE be worthwhile getting in touch with 
j printer. Printing is much cheaper, much better 
qualhy and much less hassle than photocopying. 
Check our phone list for some cheap printers 

5] Sell the magazine, rmd some people who 
you think will be interested m the magazine and, 
er, try to sell it to them, Try to persuade relevant 
shops to seH the mag (they will want a hefty com- 
mission though}, eg your local computer games 
shop for a computer (amine, etc, Go where the 
customers will be (pop concerts, footie matches. 
computer shows), and Start polishing up that sates 
pitch. Send a copy to AA we'll print ihe address 
and details (or any mag produced on the CPC 

Go on, go for it If s the most fun you can have 
with a sheet of letraset and a tube of Pritt Sbck. 



ij(£ are afoot on the soccer terraces of Britain. 
Fanzines have arrived, programmes are feathering 
dirt in tin- gutter, anger and humour are on the rise: 
ADAM PETERS invites you to join the ftin... 



easy. Far too easy. Whilst other 
fanzines have trouble hunting out the 
punters, the football ones know whore 
their entire target market will be {In 
thalr thousands) from 1.30-3 .00 on a 
Saturday afternoon They H be wafting 
from the station to the stadium, and 
their path will be Irttered wWi people In 
dodgy trousers snouting "fanzine, new 
issue, only 50p. gat it here". The mar- 
ket is there, so how rJo you invade it* 



Chances ire die team you support 
already has a fanzine (probably more 
than one), so why not accost ana of 
their soften at a game and ask. them 
how many ihey sell? Buy up all the 
back Issues they've got. Ml give you 
some idea as to the sort of thing you 
can fH the pages wfch. 

TWs a goad plan for any sort of 
fanzine, Got hold of some similar publi- 
cations and, #r , rip them off {sort of). 



AND HERE'S ONE I MADE EARLIER. 

Blimey, a full colour cow! This issue 
(no 6) of my famine WltTon Wisdom 
was produced on an Apple Mac, but 
the first tour war* produced on a 
CPC. It started off as a 16-page black 
and white A5 sin (that's naff the size 
Of the PIE* you're currentf* reading) 
mag will a print run of 750- By the 
fourth ish the circulation had risen to 
2,500 and the mag was now 4S 
pages with a shiny three colour cover 
and antra colours on ten of the mstde 
pages, All with only the aid of a CPC 
6128. Stop Press. Protect CP/M and 
a dot matrix printer. And a writer in 
Stafford, cartoonist in Birmingham 
and printer in Yorkshire. Tip. be 
adventurous. 

By the way, there are a lot of 
retail outlets around the country that 
sell football fanzines (see our phone 
list for some of them], and they'll be 
more than happy to stock yours. 





Adam Peters h a worts-shy layabout 
Before bJaCttmaifjrig Amsfrad Action 
Into employing Mm, Adam used to 
knock out football fanzines. Including 
lennto Lawrence fCherifon Athletic) 
and iVfftoit Wisdom {Aston VUto) 



FANZINES 



public image 





There are new CPC fanzines appearing all tb<' time. ADAM PETERS meets 
some of the old hands and gets introduced to some of the new bugs... 



MP K 
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Editor: Matthew Harrodfne 

Address: 155 Haslucks Green Road, Shlrfey, 

Solihull. West Mids B90 21G 

Price II 00 [inc pip) 

Content: Serious 

■ 1 -J-* -. 
Frequency: Bi-monthly 

AOK features the odd game rewew, some ec'it^fia 

rantfig and a couple of tetters. The rast majority 

of it j*. given over to tec hie stuff though, including 

tutorials on programming languages and the like. 

The ! design leaves a bit to be desired, though A 

has improved recently iherp's very Wp n the 

way Of *iiiatfo^ P» i«*%«ft Ward w rea d, 

and [the photocopying can be a bit crap. Not the 

best of techit fanzines, but a worthwhile read. 



N 



AMSTRAD FUI 

Editors: Knftti Weeds, John O'Beirne 

Address: 8 Springfield Drive. Tempieogue, 

Dublin 6W, kdsri&MB, 

Price: £1.25 (inc pip} 

Conteflt Mainly games 

Frequintf.^ttaftedy. 

A nfl^vf&fiprfroln Ireland: 

for 
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ARTIFICIAL, 
INTELLIGENCE 

Editor: Tim BlatWorid^^' »Y< ' 

Addrpss; 19 Lee Street, LiversedEe* West 

Yorkshire WF 1 5 GDZ 

Pric* TDp + SAE 

Content Mainly PD 

Frequency: Bimonthly 

Cne $f o-jr iddfi J ir*s, A is mostly ful of hsviews 

of PD disks. There's a comrrrs column t$o, and 

buckets of htin^oir. The latest tsft-wpfOfe^Wnaily 

pnntqd ratbertean photocopied, and includes half- 

pagelreviewsftT no fewer than land no mole than) 

eleven new.W drsks; The mag stso ncluftes the 

most^cojTiorehenswe hst of PD Ubraries available 

anywhere. Arid H*s fairly die^~1oo~^Y6ne. 



CPC DOMAIN 

Editor: Alan. Scully 

Address: 119 Laurel Drive, East Kflbrldo, 

Glasgow G75 9JG 

Price: £1.25 + blank disk + SAE 

Content; Mainly PD 

Frequency: Every six weeks 

Disk famines are al« the rage «r France, but this is 

th?: mly British one so far. The menu system is 

really smart and the whole thing is well put 

together, with PD reviews, news and details of the 

Idlest programs to tirt the Scull PD library Alan 

recently passed management of his software 

library over to 3U& Graeme Chesser, leaving him 

free [p concentrate on CPC Domain. Oh ye n- 

his university degree. 



INPUT 



Editors: Simon Batrtard. Sean Stone 

Ad droit: 1 Linsvafo Oriv*, Frome, Somerset 

Price: £2.00 fine pip) 

Content; Games and PD (CPC/ST/Arni(a| 

Frequency: Spora dfi let i J Z: 

Hmm. s multi-format mag produced by two young- 
sters who live- across the road irom each other.. 
One owns a CPC, he p/Jte.r jn ST. The Vine is well 
put together,, if pretty messy, and includes a cou 
pie of CPC.rjBHteWfa; 3&jje ofCP^ qheats and a 
bit of CPC PD into Ifs pretty expensive though, 
especially considering . it only Includes seven or 
eight pages-:re:e larLt'^Aff 1 ^a d owners. Oh wel. 
there's worse things you uou f d spend your money 
on (Bruce Springsteen albums, for instance]. 



PLAYMATES 









Editor. CaH Surry 

Adrirnsts- 37 Fairfield Way, Bamet. Harts EN5 

2BQ 

prMje:£l.SO'(fncpe\p} 
Content: Garnet and Bonze 
Frequency: Quarterly 
if y^fiVa, into CPC games. Bus ts pie farm is tor 
you, ibe l&'est issue trains a whopptflg '"curteen 
A'' .ages tf'ga*nes f^i-wSl litre's also fie^s for 
i - 'S of tr>e Botto tar-i* 'o-ntsh progren. - wrc.f- 
a ittle from eg; puUv <ng fccunt hew m8n> times 
the wwd T spnas«). bit den ' let "hi-: put you off. 
The monthly rojurW^ifJs *p**tonkirT - the one m 
i^-p i 1 review* and r ,ite ■ n? tower Itwn 5S d*fe r 
ent C§£ motor racing. ftarr.es! AB-fh. a^ a pretty 
excettent read. 



o Mount, Par, 




PRESTO NEWS 

Editor: Matthew Gultrm 
Address: 1 Pembroke Close, 
Cornwall PL24 2BT 
Price: £1.00 (inc p&p) 
Content: Mainly PC 
Frequency: Monthly 
Launched alongside the new Prcst: Pn librsry 
(same addre&b!'. Presto Nfews is ntt a : f3id to 
examine issuea like the fasure ot tr.e GX40O0 or 
the 'death; of 3-inch dsks. The editor seems a litUe 
wary pt lega' aspects, mcludtnis a note to the 
effect that Dent Eastwood's .aDpearaiice on the 
cover .does not mean he endorses the magazine! 
Ifs a r word .processed cut and paste job, with the 
odd bit r of dip art herp and there. An interesting 
mag, though you don'l reaiJy get many words tor 
yourwonga. 



PRINT OUT 

Editor Tho ma* Defoe * Q[ 

Addres$: 8 Maze Green Road, Bishop's 

Stortford . Herts CM23 2PJ 

Price: £l.lO(inr pipj 

Content: Serious ■ 

Frequency: Bf-monthly 

Tiromas is *WJflOBBt£K^pwf w "V shortly. 

but a team of PD celebs, (inciudin; ii ti.ikr- 

behind Rcbo|^j^JJ|artjnja^reJj|jfjg wer , Well 

be reporting on the new set up very shortly. ,ln the 

meantime, well just tell you that Print Out is 

packed full of tcchie bps. tutorials and type in ist 

ings, Though overshadowed by WACO, it wi\ no 

doubt he a valuable read lor all you tochie types 

out then e. We await any changes with interest 
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Editor: CUvt Bella by 
Addr#is: 1? Trafalgar Terrace, Long Eaton, 
Nottingham NG10 1GP 
Price; £1.50 (inc p*|^ 
Content Serious 
Frequancy; Monthly 
The big daddic cf ttem aH is bs-cM on I flock. II 
you're sanoif abojt CFCiftg uiefl -VACCf s ?cr 
you. Wtttp'Ograntniig 'u: rials, loads o F let- .*■,. j 
rvefly COr« of numou' arc -he hand of tne l'PC'* 
bigge^Uftw group bc-hnd r this is a tawm-j :c 
conteni^^jKe WACO dudes now have a regu- 
lar paggJN^A (see page 2b). I your* £ 
aboutr , f?ftpg senflits, yood better start getting 
WA CCf Iwacky, geddit?- oh, never rnind). 



TECHNICAL FORUM 



M\ technical 



iOlr'lUjj 



What's giving you more headaches than Kylie's latest single? If it's a problem 
concerned with your computer then simply ask consultant tech ed Adam 
Waring — he'll prescribe a dose of pain- relieving answers. 

And there's more — within this section are tup tips; handy hints sent in by 
readers eager to help and earn themselves a tenner. Ask Alex where all the 
tluckies get put right, reviews and a helpline for when Mr W can't help. 
technical Forttm : I never knew there was so much in it! 

Whatever your dilemma, send it in to: Technical Forum, Amstrad Action, 
Future Publishing, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW 




SCART SUCCESS 

)M^^ I have a 6128 Plus 
f £" » compute* with the 
V " /J new style monitor and 
Vfcij(^ have tried to connect 
the monitor to a video recorder via 
the tatters Scart socket, but so far 
without success. I can get the sound 
coming out of both speakers, but no 
picture whatsoever. As far as I can 
tell the connections are correct, but 
the screen remains Hack. Would it be 
possible to print a wiring diagram for 
this set up? Tm sure other readers 
would find i? useful as wel. 
Robin Brown 
Smithtoo, Inverness 




/ 



The Start system is a 
standard designed to 
link devices that use 
audio/ride* together 
using a standardised set of connec- 
tions. However, individual pieces of 
equipment may not have every single 
connection present. In which cat* 
those pins will be unconnected. 

If i not that common tor videos lo 
be equipped with RGB output that your 
monitor uses. They tend to use a video 
signal output instead. U it could well 
be *e case that voj're going to be out 
of luck. Consult Die manual that came 
with the video for detail. If it does 
have RGB. then a lotal electronic s 
•tor* mil b* abi* to wire up a cable . 

ASSEMBLY TIME 

I have an Amstrad 
ft: m ^ computer It is a 
^ J wont ' ef * u ' computer 

Ntejg^ aid lias bfirvea me 




wed: l have upgraded it by adding two 
disk drives*, a 64K RAM extension and 
a DMP 2000 printer. I have two ques- 
tions: 

1. I saw a 4O025 upgrade ROM 
being advertised. What does it do and 
how do you install it T 

2 Do you know of a good, vaiue-for- 
money machine code assembler 
that's a reasonable price (under f 50}? 
James Holdaway 
Wlmboume, Dorset 

1. The ROM you 
mention Is actually the 
ROM that's bull in to 
tt-e 6128. By fitting rt 
to a 4&4, along with disk drive and 
addititin&l memory. It bocomet fully 
4128 compatible- Sine* von already 
have the other two items, add the ROM 
and you'll be able to run airy program 
a 6128 earn. 

This won't widen the scope of com- 
mercial programs you can use that 
considerably as they tend to be written 
hi machine cod* and don't extensively 
use the 612&'s extra commends, but ft 
it handy for BASIC programs, espe- 
cial? those marked £128 only - m 
Type-In i 

Installing it it a matter of opening 
up your machine's casing, prising the 
old ROM out with a screwdriver, end 
popping the new one In its place, ki 
Any rata. m«l suppliers of dies* 
ROMs provide fitting instructions when 
you buy them 

2. One of the very best assemblers 
available for the Amstrad is the 
Maxam assembler (rem Amor, TMt 
comes in tape, disk and ROM formats. 



For the tatter you need to buy a ROM 
ben, which plugs into the back of com- 
puter, The advantage of this is that if s 
always there to be accessed by a sim- 
ple command, without having trj wail it 
to load. It also means that you have 3 
lot more memory available to develop 
programs Ml three options wil cost 
you less than £50. 

An even cheaper option is to order 
a hack issue of Amstrad Action. We 
gave away the complete Devpac 
assembler from His oft on issue 71'* 
covortape. This complete package hat 
an assembler, for dcvcloptig your 
code, and a monitor to help you sort 
out why it al went horribly wrong. Turn 
to the subscriptions page for details an 
how to get hold of this Issue! 




WHAT'S THE USER? 

i***^ I am a 464 owner and 
f j£ & cannot for the life of 
t * *j me get your cover 
^^7^0^ ispes to transfer to 
drffererit uSfir areas of rrty disk. 1 need 
to get a number of covertapes. each 
vnth the same Renames, on one d>Sh 
and the only way I can see of doing 
this is to store the dilterent cover- 
tapes in different user areas Us you 
suggested in issue 791. 

I have tried to change the user 
number before loadng the tape, but 
on transferring I have found the 003 
are saved m user area regardless. 
Please could you grve me some tips 
to gel round this problem as I hate to 
see wasted disk space. 
N Durrington 
Warrington. Cheshire 



Copy the files as normal 

tram tape into user area 
— W using me norma) 

transfer method. Once 
this is don* you wil have to rename all 
the file* eidwidualy so that they are 
prefixed with the name of the user are 
you which to store them in. 

Say. for example, you wish to store 
some programs from the cavcrtape in 
user area 2- Type thtss: 

IHkVZrl.BIHVl.BIfl' 

Repeat this process tor al the hies 
until the whole lot have beer, renamed. 
Adam's your Uncle, they wil al be 
safely tucked away in your new area 



THE WORD IS 

,i:v- , w *? use o.f recttty 
j . aired second-hand 

1^5 CPC664 as both, a 
\mdr sanies machine and 
as a word processor along with our 
DMP200Q printer. There is a wide 
variety of type styles available on the 
DMP2000 which are easiy accessed 
through BASIC ( tatais) or the £>sy 
Electric Typewriter typenn in the 
printer's manual. This only allows cor- 
rection of the current ime of text 
which is then echoed to the pnnter. If 
we are typing enthusiastically, we 
may be several lines past an error 
before noticing it when it is no longer 
correctable. 

We also use the Advanced (?) 
Amswnrd word processor which is 
tedious and nconuenieni, but offers 
the usual erftiig facilities. We find 



that we cannot access most of the 
printer control characters, none of the 
Tasprint options nor any of the sec- 
ond character set, Is this because the 
DHP2000 does not emulate the FX-80 
as required by Amsword? Can we 
access the DMP typestyles in tonjunc* 
ton with the editing facility of 
Amsirtjfd? 

A recent AA review of CPC word 
processing software packages sug- 
gests trial we should be buying 
something else, but we would Ike to 
make th? most of the software we 
already have if possible. 

Without being sniffy, as a word 
processing system the CPC plus 
Amswatd is light years behind the IBM 



DRIVING GAME 

One type k-iti-i thai I Nf quilt: often 

is fmrri iIvim* vvHoVe hunglM n 

additional night- r-ui pat ity disk drive 

and then cant gel h*»k! of software 

to run on it 

Take < iiUe,shead '» Daniel Davison, 

lorirwiance: 

"I was wiBiik-rinn if vnu. tain jitt 
tWiiitT. mjcIi its l*U K^httY cm I* 

inch disks (bt lite itrt.' 

I m afraid ih.it ilit-' answer is 
no, Dm! GnTnes manufitccur- 

era wswrxify Will only 
pRKjuet' gtattt («i upv w 3-Ihvii 
disk This is because iltu these aw 

tin' si.jrn.tiKl I Tnuils ill. LI i mist 
Amslr.k! OWDeiS liave. Then* simplv 



Knl ,i 1j!|| enough user Kise mil 
then* 14) support urines tviny 
ivleusvd on lire LiiKLiUtiKii 3 > 
mill disk*. A ptiy js tin 1 ?** are 
iliiMlwi tu produce 1 andean store a 
bn niure data. Sorryl 

POKK PROUS 

Helen Jenkins, who lives in Nealti hi 
sunny ttesl dlanmrjcin, ban been 
hflvtng pfohk-ms wild Uk' pokes thai 
haw recently .started m appeal on 
.\itnrntiii Action's eovw i.ipes, She 
enjoyed the jitaons llKH cime tin l he 
tapi 1 ^ sine says, Ihh ciwnes stuck 
when il Kane* Ki iIk- poke* \u-u- 
given away recently. 

I cannct i-wd in**.-* (a) uc (Bl i 

fun l||i - nwitu ptojpain junl M?lm1 
lln- [*il<^ l> ,1 dw i i>rn;iiiK-i n mi»-» 
up nilli ;i mrssjjp- vjiytn^ llwl vmi hue 

ta kud ttit, nam basic ' Eacity rum n 

ikt tliis in [lie |(iM ciT Iwr fjimtkin. 



PC 486 with seamless WP and 
PageMaker desktop publishing which I 
use at work. If s a pity you can't get all 
that into 64K! 
Trevor Furnas* 
Kendal, Cumbria 

You can't seriously be 
comparing a state-of- 
the-art [for a PC) 
dedicated business 
machine worth sever*) thousands of 
pounds, runnme professional, dedi- 
cated software costing pinny hundreds 
to n second-hand CPC running a ward 
processor written several years ago? 
Oh, you are. 

Arnsword is a dinosaur, I'm afraid 




Trevor, when compared ta any one of a 
number of CPC word processors avail- 
able for your computer. If you're al all 
serious about using your machine for 
letter writing then you'll upgrade your 
word processor. Have another look at 
that Buyers' Guide. Particularly recom- 
mended arc Protein by Amor and 
Brum word from B running software. 
Then you'll soe what tfre machine 
you've got is really capable of... 

Tti«e'» some pretty hoi DTP pro- 
Hrainv available as w*ll. II be the first 
to admit mot tha/re not going to be 
quite as capable as Pacemaker, but 
you can have a lot ot tun hacking out 
the odd fanzine or newsletter on your 
CPC. ► 




.attJL f'fc> W m m » 



Problems, problems, problems. If you've got 'em, I'm 
here U* answrr them (us long sis they're al«nit t uinijul 
ers, not acne or girlJrientl iruulik-v - thougli no doubt 
I eould offer * few wise words In tliat depart meat! ) 

Make mure that you keep them simple,, though, any* 
thing In the least bit teen meal should be addressed to 
Adam's Forum section. This section I* completely for 
1 Mgisi men on ly J 

So if you're duinlouiided by your CPC, get writing! 
Hie address Is: Ask Alex, Amstrad Action, lleauford 
Court. Mi Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon HA I 2HW 



(JasK-jtly ik-lm, ilii'M.- ixtko 
arv ItiLttlvd In a very Minil.ir 
\\a* (a I Ik- .\k*nu pn^ram tin 
the oovet i ape. I»ut wttli uslnjs LOAD 
■ptikt* rwnie* in-si«id Tliv p»kf 
name should !x- replaced bj- ihe 
naiiLi* printed in (he rfrifp-Kine, llied 
untfcr t)ie he.Hliti^. Pwkes', CVcu'H 
liave it) fast l<»r\iaixJ the ia|K J a Jltik' 
on skhr li Una ilimiuli, mi you'll l>e 
IVftlttrUjI iui a^i^ t(M lIil-hi to knid't 

Hul I list ymj slioulJ nukr .sure 
tiwl yt.iu utKlersuiiid wlnl llis'M.* prt> 
^fjnl> ,ne inr in llu- liiM place 

They dfin'l .finally du an awhil 
UA on their wn, Un nee<) to In? 
lisi%I in 1 1 mnuiitu m wills the g^mea 
llui m<¥ an- ik-sii>m'tl to |»ke into. 
Make hkl' liiat you haVf llu-*' 
jhhk^ or you vtm'i jtci sttVWhCMl 

A fulk-r <kricnplion of I he poke>, 
whai gjmea rlwy'rw deigned to 
work uvfth. and ivltn iIk-v iki 
exactry, b K |Vi ' n m iht' t-ht'sti Mcxle 



9eCtt0n "f Ihc nwBazJne, 

Wlien you run tliest- poks^, fol- 
lowed l>y the yanie itself, jihj will 
have all manner t*T tHtats al ymir 
di^ptsal!' Should lielp you nuke 
slum work oi ti3 

MICH ADVICE 

Alan SoutUcrUuid ami famiK from 
Hectfesi. Suffolk arc new to UM 
Vinstrad. Tiwy w^nt k^ i«l" WW 
and ,nt soIiujel-. ami tv.iiit m kucrti 

■Wlwi enM a iemm y mem i 
, nc ntt-d .iml vkli.u mfcc arv iniii- 
Jilt- fcrilu^M 

riUMBjfl you <to*i'f .wltially 
ncit) any extra m*-nwx)V the 
hest art and I1TI* patk.ipcs 
nxjuin. 1 a 64K HAM eNpunsicjn. As 
fnr a nif>ii-s<.r, the vienrus is om- irf 
the Ikit. Ikiih are arvafiatate tTrOttl 
f>ald hktliwnics* (TH2 li-iKfl 



It* jrau have ■ problem? Well gat 
some help! There are 37.000 Amstrad 
Action readers out bore just itching to 
lend a helpinft hand. (Wei, some of 
them are anyway] If you're after an 
obscure double-hinged spigol btitorface. 
want to swap your Ferran for a 464 with 
ereen-screen nwnrtor. or maybe could 
do with a littte bit of help with mat 
nuclear power station control program 
that heaps going wrong then this is Ihe 
place to write to. On the other hand you 
could have th* sort of Mptrt knowledge 
that you just know someone will bnncliT 
from. In this case, where better to offer 
your services? 

If so, drop a lino to Technical 

Helpline, preferably on a postcard or 
scaled-down envelope, Dent forget to 
include your phone number - sorry, 
we're unable to print addresses. Sond 
your entry to; Technical Helpline, 
■JHltrad Attfon, Fufurr 
Publish!**, 30 MenMOVth 
»r*e4 r ftwtfc, Avon 1A1 S1W 

I need a TV modulator for the 
CPCfiiaZ. Will swan for Kick Off 
CotfectwT, other games, ot green 
terean monitor. 
^^116,071-700 0715 

I havo a 3.5 Inch second disk drwo but 
nead a lormartpr tor it Can anyone 
help? I will pay axponsos. 

Man, 06 1 €20 16BQ after 4pm 

Wanted: Disk driva for 464 Phis, two- 
way port expansion, Wave Widget. 64K 
RAM expansion. WW one hinge for Atari 
VCS Games System plus games and two 
Joystick*. 
Si>e r 0S0l d1S03 

Wanted: Circuit diagram for CPC 61 23 
Or pari Circuit of REM control section. 

Also circuit for camcorder to CPC digi- 
tizer. 
Jack. OS 1-775 8444 

need thu Microtek Telcteit adaptor, 
tuner and software tor my Amstrad CPC 
6128. Reasonable price paid. 

Jan Baling. Sauncvei 139. DK-2630 
Taastriip. Denmarti 

SOFT 9G3 wanted to borrow, buy etc. I'D 
pay just to hind It far the week, so 
please somebody, this is an opportunity 
to make money tor nothing, 
Paul, 0446 736529 after 6am 

Has anyone gol a copy of AA33 with the 
joystick splitter thingy in M7 II pay. Also 
can help in most aspects of BASIC. 

Dawf, 0969 252270 







NICAL FORUM 



j^jj Jd 




5li«ir« your df>V*r«*t idefli with 37,000- 

odd Amstrad Action readers end eat 
yourtelf some pin money into the bargain 
All your have to do is pop your stroke of 
genius Into in envelope, stick on i sump. 
and then wait for the loot 10 rot In. (Note: 
taking It to the Pott Office increases your 
chances even further ] Th« addreis isr 
Top Tips. Amttrad Action, Future 
Pubfithing. 30 Monmouth Street, 6*th, 
AvonBA12BW 
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DRIVE ME CRAZY 

In response to Steven 
Carrutiier't latter about 
driving a 24-pto printer 
from Stop Press, there is a 
po»H>ta solution. 

I have a Star NB24-i5 primer that en 
ute eUhe* Epson- or tBM-competible con- 
Bo) codes. When switched to IBM mode 
the printer steps the paper forward (n 
units of 1/TZnd of an Inch aa opposed to 
the Epson mod* of l/60th of an inch. This 
extra compression appears to compen 
sate for the eton nation generated by the 
24-pin head. 

By switching my printer to IBM mode t 
can now obtain perfectly-sired pafet 
from Stop Press in both standard and 
quality made, but it does not appear to 
wort hi draft mode, 

Barry Earn* 
Mardwkke. Gloucester 



FANCY FONT 

«A couple of weeks ago I 
wrote a program to create 
en Italic font, but now have 
compacted rt Into a oi*t liner for all you 
M readers: 

SrUBQL fiFTEX 33]*l='at2tIECMBineB 

eu?CBeiex*au3CB8i3CEeiK Jowe" i*4 

9C40irOR i:J TO LJHf.il) STE? 2) POKE 
i,V*Lt"r*HIM(a*,b.!»:i:a*lirlIXI: 
CALL iSCWlFRIHT'HECDnCHIJKUWOPOil? 
TUVWV3 a tr a lNT B *afldefa>iJklsffl«M»t» 




wxyx 1 

> Mart Godderd 
Tadey, Hants 






MUSIC TO YOUR EARS 

(n answer to John Davies* question about 
a toaehyoursetf-to read music program 
[AA79], I have one hi my PO library. 
Sleep walker PO, ft explains about stave i, 
notes, sharps and piano keyboard! , H't 
PD and rs available tram me either; 

On tape with a few other musk; 



E 




l> QUIET AS A MOUSE 

/ ^ vt7% %> / , Can the AMX mouse 

lor the PCW be con- 
verted for use on the 
CPC? The interlace 
fits the 464, but not with 64K RAM 
expansion, Can Ihe Atari mouse be 
used on the 464 with modifications? 
I have the OCP Advanced Art Studio 
disk and would Ike to use a mouse 
with this software. 
A Taylor 
Bourne mouth 






The answer's no, but 
mice ar* available 
specifically designed 
for the CPC thai wlB 
wort with rjto software you want 
Check out the Genius Mouse from 
Date* Ettctronks » 0762 744707. 



LOADS OF TROUBLE 

^^**Vx The item on tape 
f ■? 1b loa * n S m ' S5ue 

V ^D M79, * e Dffer of a 

^x&f$r disk copy of the 
cower tape and the scarcity of 61 2& 
games on dish have prompted us to 
write concerning a problem we have 
using a tape drive using our 
CPC6128. 

Using the tape socket presents 



us with no problems when saving 

and loading home-written programs 
or data thus it appears that there are 
no problems with dirty heads, cape 
alignment, volume level etc, 

However, despite trying many 
times, we have never yet been able 
to load a cumrnerciaHy-produced 
program from tape. Covertape AA79 
was no exception. 

Can you ten us whether this rs a 
common problem and if so how il 
mght be fixed? 

Richard and Adrian DurrMt 
Reading 

I get counties* letters 
each month saying 
thg seme thing- I can 
only reiterate the 
same old remedies; clean the tape 
heads, check the alignment, play with 
the volume, 

The problem if tiiat a cassette 
that one person has trouble with 
seems to load perfectly well on other 
people's machines. We rarety have 
trouble loading covertape s that peo- 
ple have returned to ut as defective. 
It it almost certainly your equipment 
that rs at fault. 

Although you say you have no 
problems with loading and saving 
your own programs, I still think that 





the alignment on your tape deck 
probably is at fault; you can need 
UiBte files because h't 'off to the 
same degree when loading and sav- 
ing to tape, but a commercial, and 

correctly aligned, tape is causing you 
problems. Checking out your tape 
deck lor trying someone ek#'t ] Is the 
only tiling l can advise. 

PRINTER PROBLEMS 
>j*"*fek l am writing to you in 

f dP5 Til tf1 * ^^ ^ *"* 
can help me, I have 

just received an 

fcpson FK-JOO mono printer from a 

relative. After buying the right cable 

(6 foot parallel printer cable from 

Tandy I went home, med it out and 

was glad to find that it worked. I 

wasn't sure what command to use to 

print out but found out the answer Hi 

one of your magazines. 

I am sad to say that after z few 

print outs rt is now refusing to print I 

have a few questions: 

1. When I tried printing out a picture 
I had made on G-Painf (courtesy of 
your covertape) the picture came out 
but was split up with white lines sep- 
arating each piece. Why is this? 

2. Mow can I stop the writing run- 
ning off the edge of the paper? 



• • • < 
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review The Commercic 

£1 1.95 • SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENTS, PO SOX 57, USHAW MOOR, 
COUNTY DURHAM DH7 7EE 

Catrt Just think: ?rwe games programmers, eh. 

They're absolutely rolling m money, drive posh, fast cars, 
have six holidays in the Caribbean every year, and all lor 
writing poxy computer games. That must be the life, 

The only thing between you and this and a life of lux- 
ury, is actually learning to produce those games in the 
first place. Bah! But wait... with the aid of this new book, 
all this could be yours, or could it...? 

The Qjmmeraaf Games Programmer's Guide doesn't 
actually teach you how to program, but assuming you've 
learnt the coding craft, it a»ns to help you to be success- 
ful in the games industry. 

Its not aimed at any particular computer as such, but 
the principles contained within should be easily tr&nspos- 
able to the Amstrad, Amiga or Archimedes, IPs all about 
how to design a successful idea, work in a structured 
way. and present the finished program to a software 
house [who will then, presumably, offer you a contract for 
several mition pounds and give you your own Learjet, 



It all falls, down, unfortunately, is that ifs a 
complete pile of nonsense, Firstly, it's riddled with typos 
and grammatical errors. This is OK, ir/s a wel known fact 
that programmers are incapable ol spell mg, but it's pre- 
sumed that- any book goes through some kind of editing 
process before finding its way onto WH Smith's shelves. 



.■;■?■ 
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tt ayw i? wotwg to* n>e 

AfrMts inrjusaycj *,.',V*r 

n orwsj* mtrf#nip»t, dWpjw 
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this book really t*ll yau all yev neexl te 
■mow nbewt bece-mlnf ■ lev-tell Inn fwnte* pre- 
gramm*r an your Jsautrael? | AHawe-rttt*} 
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1 Do you by any chance know why 

it wl not print now? 

4, Could you possibly tell me 

where I might get a manual or 

tfifructiorts tor this pr<Met? 

Adrian Murphy 

London 
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]. A common 

anomaly with the 
CPC printer port it 
known at Tpm 1 J syn- 
drome . This causes printouts to be 
doUble-ipaMcl when they are output. 
This doesn't look too bad when print- 
ing out listing} or letters >nd in fact 
nukes them easier to read] but 
when your printing out pictures it's 
very noticeable. leading a large gap 
between fines of the picture. 

Luckily there is a cur?, All you 
have to do is disconnect pin 14 of 
the printer cable- This can be done 
be either cutting the offending wire 
| be very careful that you snip the 
right one) Or by putting a Sttio bit of 
wiloupe on the computer's printer 
port edfe connector. Locking at the 
back pf the machine, the tape mutt 
cow the fourth pas from the right- 
hand tide of edge connector, I can 
cover the other three pins to the 
right as these are not connected- V 



you choose this method, have a look 

at the otnout connections in the back 
of the manual Just to make sure that 
you are cowering the correct pm up. 

2. The number of characters the 
Amstrad sends to each line of the 
printer n controlled by the Width 
command. Most printers can handle 
a width of 90 characters comfort 
ably, so to set your computer up for 
this, issue the command: 

WIDTH 80 

3. No, I havant a due. but II go 
through some possible causes, 

r* the printer On-Lkie? It has to 
be set to this mode before ft *J! out- 
put any characters There mil be a 
button on the front of the printer that 
oil switch it between On-line and 
Oft-Une. 

Have you been messing around 
with arty of the dip switches? These 
tiny switches, often located towards 
the hack ol the printer, set the npcr- 
atJne mode and If s not beyond the 
realms ol possibility that holding with 
these could upset things. 

Have you spat a cup of itcamng 
hot cocoa down the back? ft this is 
the cat* then you've butt it! 

4. I can give you Epson's telephone 
number to see if they cant help you 



out. Otherwise I'd suggest you writ* 
to Techie Helpline to see If anyone 
else can help Epson * 0442 61144. 
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ANOTHER PLUS 

£**+', , i am the proud 
jjr j£v ^ owier of a 6128 I 

have a few queries 

for you; 

1 . rjow that, rfs possible to use the 
extended functions of the Pluses 
[4096 colours, hardware sprrtes 
etc), wii it be possible to upgrade 
my 6128 into a 6128 Plus by swap- 
ping or adding a few chips? 

2. What a r e hardware sprites;' 

3. Can ytxj pl"g headphones into 
the stereo socket or can you only 
plug an amplifier in? 

James Allan 
Nethertown, Cumbria 

a*"** I- Tin afraid frat tre 

i W differences between 

^ W tie CPC and Rus are 

t t2i^ far to complicated to 
be able to upgrade ft simply, 

2. Hardware sprites are generated 
by the computer's circuitry rather 
that a program to display them, 
They are. therefore, a lot faster. 

3. You can't plug them <n directly 
as the output's too weak Sorry 



Games 
Programmer's Guide 



The advtce is erf dubious Quality, and often com- 
pletely goes against Pie grain about how the process 
of producing a game is all about. Contrary to what it 
says, you wil not receive ewry computing btie free 
by the act of wrrtrg computer games. ISo you 
thought that was your passport to getting AA tree!) 

It tries to cram a lot into its 90odd pages 
Everything from learning hexadecimal to producing a 
business plan n order to gam a place on the 
Enterprise Aitowante Scheme {which incidentally has 
a business lailure rale within the first year ol more 
than 85%). The worst section is that on developing 
games ideas. The author has chosen a severely sad 
game plan to liustrate his proposed ideas The graph 
ics are represented by drawings that are equally bad 
OK, this is meant to illustrate simpty the concept of 
how to go about producing a game, but it reaty rs an 
example of what to do only rf you want to be laughed 
out of Mega Software's offices. 

Another thing that should be taken into account is 
that tt"* wey software is written nowadays. It's no 
longer the lone programmer working into the early 
hours m the corner of rherr bedroom. Huge teams of 
programmers* artists and designers work together on 
projects. Budget programs can be written in the Did 
way, but rl you're hoping to get your masterpiece 



released through the likes of US Gold or Ocean, then 
rfs very difficult to present them with a home grown 
program. Don't be fooled into thinking that a book 

such as this will give you install success with the 
software houses. 

Thii crook tails Qmte spectacularly in what it sets 
out io do. The advice in it is Hawed, insufficient and ti 
many cases actually *-adwsed. The best that can be 
said of it is that t has a fairly complete section of 
valuable contact numbers. Gut an authoritative guide 
on producing next year's computer game* Forget it. 



Enm. wma ttvetuT contact number* at the back 
Rood It tT you want tu find out what not to dot. 



J. incorrect, I 



tt won't help you 
lyou/mBen 
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L'o[> Lt|_^ 

program* |20p+SA£* 30- minute tape) 

On dick with a few other mvffc program* 

!30p*SA£*3-bUr*dHk: 

On Atk wKti lot* of ether mutlc program* 

■£USAE+r Wank disk]. 

Joe Moulding, 

Sleepwalker PO 9 Meeting House Lane, 

Bjfcafl Common, Nr Coventry CV7 7FX 

No tamer for you. but a free plug instead' - 

M 



KEY TO SUCCESS 

■fifi* it. like me, your are a regular 
r user ol CP.-4JI Ply*, you may 




be interested In redeftnirtg 
your function keys in order to save m bit of 
I have redefined mine as fofows: 



your hi 

typm* 



1 
i 



10 SUBMIT PROFILE 

flSHOW 

f2 ^JBHIT VDE 

13 NSWP 
f4 DISKU 
15 TYPE 

re ok b /fuai 

HA: 
IM 
19 B: 



] 



Of court e you can in# any definition* that 
you ike. but f7-f9 are especially useful tor 
changing diroctiorwi In most cafe* you can 
Include a carnage return si Uh? end Of your 
definition, and you can alto use password*. 

To define the keypad you need to au the 
dtflnftfer* to your KiYSCCP IV* tor any 
othar KEYS 13* that you may ute regularly] 
using a word protestor - I u*e the excellent 
VDE, 

Add ihe folewing Inei to your fie-: 



! 



E £80 "submit profile "m" 
Em'thowW 
E*82*n*rr#wJ«*rrt'- 
£ US 3 "jisvp *m" 

£84 "diikl'm'" 
E £85 type *m" 
E £86 "dir b:[ftii] *m" 
E £87 'a: *m~ 

£48 "dlr "m" 
f £89 V *m- 



*m correspond* to Return and £80-69 corre- 
spond Co ft>9 respectively. 

Oik* you're taved tW* file onto your 
working disk, the command SFTXEVS 
K1YS,CCP in your PROnLE-SUB fie will ach- 
vana die new function keys. 



Andy 



Gibbons 
Peterborough 
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This month the Amstrad's low mcmoiy vectors (a complicated term for simple 
routines!) are explored. These are probably the most under rated life savers of 
the 7 SO. To llnd out mare, ANDY PRICE was locked In a little room at the AA 
offices, and forced to tell us all about them... 






What ar* ;qw memory vectors? These are Me 
routines which are stored in RAM when your com- 
puter is switched on and which can be accessed by 
calling routines at the very base of your computer's 
memory, hence the term low memory vector' 

These routines can be absolute klesavers, as 
yoj will soon discover when you start to program at 
any great depth. There will be many times when 
most of your registers will be used up and the only 
remaining register is not me one you need. These 
routines ml perform otherwise Illegal* ZSO opera 
lions legally. That is, you can perform some 
instruction using The wrong register. 

These routines lie in the first 440 bytes oi RAM 
and are placed there on powerup (AO00O to 
&Q03RL Another name far the low memory vectors 
is 'restart instructions' (RST instructions]. There are 
routines which lie between these addresses which 
are accessed without the RST instruction. 

So, you wmart to know how to use them do you? 
To acc^S these gems, we use the RST instruction 
(restart) There are seven of these in total. Also, 
there are other routines held between these 
addresses which are accessed with the standard 
CALL or JP commands. 111 restrict myself to the 
most usetui ones, both RST and those accessed 
with the standard jump or caf 

Rfro 

This resets your computer totally, as rf you have 

just powered up. To use this instruction, type RST 



from assembly. To see just what the effect is, try 
Cil! G from BASIC. 

RST 1 

Tfis is the routine the firmware uses to access the 
routines in the lower ROM when you cal a firmware 
routine. All of the firmware routines are held in the 
lower ROM, Using this routine, you can call or jump 
tD a routine held in the lower ROM or RAM, 

I don't real/ want to show you how to use this 
routine because it gets complicated; a simple uer 
sion is RST _>, which is explained below. But, if you 
want to examine the routines the firmware uses, dis 
assemble address *B0O0 to &BD37, when wf I give 
you a lot of RST 1 address instructions, and to get 
trie address in the lower ROM where those routines 
are, subtract &8000 from the address! If you have 
MAXAM, you can then inspect the lower ROM. 

Mdms W80I This is one of those Kfesaviig 
routines! What woiid rappen if you wanted to per- 
form a JP [HL) instruction, but the address to jump 
to is in the BC register? Simple, you would cal this 
address, it does a JP (HL1 with the address in BC! 

MdrtH tQBLE Vet another program saver 
{which I frequently use, mainly because I tend to use 
any free register, which is generally the register I 
need in a minute or two). This does the same as the 
routine at address ftOCOE but performs ft using the 
more used DE register (phew!). 

Mr 4 

Right then, for the sake of argument, (efs say that 



you or another program, or even your assembler, 
has paged in the lower ROM (so that t occupies 
addresses &Q0O0 to &3FFF for reading only pur 
poses only}. You also want to read a byte from the 
main memory which now lies under the paged in 
ROM. You wili need to use this instruction. It is the 
equivalent to the LD A,(HL] instruction but rt ignores 
the tact that the ROM is paged m. This can save you 
a lot of time and effort, 

Rf 1 5 

This is the routine I would recommend using if you 
wish to run a program h the tower ROM. in prefer- 
ence to the RST 1 instruction When this routine is 
called, it enables the lower ROM for you, and when 
the program ends, rt disables ft for you. Trvs is 
quicker than the RST 1 instruction Just enter the 
actual address you want without taking into 
account the ROM states, e.g. RSI S.MWe run the 
program at address 43000 m the tower ROM, It 
saves the arrtfirnetic a bit! 

RST 6 at awlnn #0030 

This is intended for you Own use; you make your 
own bw memory vector. Patch the address with an 
instruction like JP 5BEQG to run a program at that 
address when you use RST 6, It could save you 
numerous program bytes. 

RST 7 

Used by interrupts which, if you read the previous 

instalment, you should know all about. 




THE ONLY LISTING THIS MONTH! 

im of the low memory vector* To undentand wtktt the program does and hew 




$ 



OSC 13089 
HI I 



; Pitch rout me to point RSI i to 

; pretrial at address taree 



LD II, ICJ 

LD ClWJ9),A 

LD ■M..RW7 

ld <He3i>,fli 



j lit* for JP imtructiti 



l address 



; Tin part u the nam irofrmij ifawi how U rim 

; our own JtST routine, executed using 1ST E 

LD »i,u$n»j?ji 

i? «8 16 | J? {KL> instruct] en us mi 

; tti* K register 



4 

i 
* 

* 
■ 



TISrtI>_JTJEs 
1ST E 

m 



; call our tw SSI rout in* 



; Hits it the part which is eat lei when 
; 1ST 6 is used, T>is just prints a string 
j en the screei but you oat alter it to do 
; what gou wish. 



Kill: 10 K .HISS 

WOPDti D fl,(DI> 
MA 

ma 

CM.L IBB 5ft 

me n 
jlttiffl 

MESSj lEFM "Jilt testing IP's hone Mie 1ST 6 roiilW 
KRI 



; tti tf strnj Chtvt wi reached fl)' 

: tti, exit 

; no, print character 



The Wdcci Page 

Amstrad Action has got together with its buddies at Waccl to produce a 
brand new section - The Waccl Pagc\ War* i is a user group with some 
400 members, all of whom arc complete tech- nutters. So that Waccl** 
expertise and know-how can reach a wider audience, we're giving it 
this spot in the mag to provide its own pot pourrf of techie, tutorials, 
top tens, news and views from the Serious Side of the CPC... 

ROMDOS DOS IT ALL 



Anyone who has invested in a Romboard, ROMDOS 
and a 3.5 inch external disc drwe will not need me 
to tel them what a wise mow it wa£. If it wasn't tor 
the enormous mcrease m due storage capacity 
which it brings, it would be easy to forget that ROM- 
DOS is ait wort. And therein lies it's beauty ....it's 
'invtstoifrty* makes it a doddle for anyone to use. 

To achieve this, ROMDOS does not claim any 
memory for its own use but instead, uses the 
workspace already claimed by AMSDOS and 
patches the jumpblocks to intercept calls to disc 
routines. As a result, any program that works under 
AMSDOS wit work under ROMDOS. But what about 
those programs that wil not run from, or recog- 
nise, a ROMDOS format disc? 

Two notable examples of this type Of program 
are the Advanced Art Studio and Stop Press. The 
reason that they do not work with ROMDOS is quite 
simply that they do not look for 1 

Both these programs us* BASIC loaders to get 
the program code into memory. Control is then 
passed to the program code with a CALL com- 
mand, At this poml machine code lakes over and 
makes a can to the firmware routine at 4BD 16 and 
then &BCCE. And that is where the trouble starts. 

MC START PROGRAM at &BDJ6 resets the 
computer, but stops short of initialising any ROMS 
(Byebye ROMDOS}. 

KL IN IT BACK si &BCCE is used to inibalse 
AMSDOS from No. 7) so that further files or data 
can be loaded from or saved to disc. This initialisa- 
tion resets the Disc Parameter Blocks for both 
drives to their default settings lie. Normal AMSDOS 
formats), then selects Drive A and User Area 0. 



Now you know why you get the dreaded 'Drive 
A: Disc Missing' or 'Drive B; Read Fai" messages 
with these programs. 

So ttiaf s the bad news. The good news is that 
(fs perfectly possible to wnte a Poke to give *seo 
ous" users infinite Ives just like the "gamers* get in 
Cheat Mode, Infinite ives? Well now about "ROM- 
DOS compatibity*. It may not sound as exciting but 
its probably a lot more useful. All that is needed is 
an extra bit of code to initialise ROMDOS immedi- 
ately after initialising AMSDOS. And fo and tehoU, 
here is just such a poke ... 

18 'm STUHO Leader far MUMS 

SI 'KtFhctS S WHO. MS 

M '(e) Jilt Hirurr 1992 

Ifl ' 

SB HWOHY 5Mhl4r:i7B8 

« KriTstwiii.iiiiMMW 

78 RIHlt 

H IT it-'tnV THEM CALL I7M 

38 POKE rtr ( UAU"r*Jl] 

m idp=idr*lCOTO 79 

itflim iiMAA.ii&M.iiM 
138 mm tt t v?,u,ii,viM,n r a 

148 MTA ll ( n,!l,n ( «, 11,48,88 
1S8 MM •E,8?,Ct,CE l K r 8[ 
188 MM 1 'IMMS'i list iunl.fr 
ITHMTft C& r CI,K,3I ( « r !!fi,7B,S£ 
188 MM Tr,C3, 11,11, iwi 

This BASIC program will a How you to run Art SluoVo 
from a ROMDOS (or AMSDOS) format {fee in Drive 




u£c 
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WACCI 



WACCI - The Club 

In 19S6. Watri founder J*ff Walker decided that a 
computer club (dedicated to the more 'serious' 
aspects of eontpubhgj would find a niche for Usalf , 
he w*s right, and sYACCI was bom. 

Today WACCI hat over 400 club member* 
(and Is still growwc). WACCI produces a 32 page, 
27000 word monthly magazine covering such 
diverse topic* as proframirtiig (Bade. Machine 
cod* and Forth}, reviews of commer rial and pub- 
ic domain software, members tatters and coming. 
WACCI also runs a butetm board [0252 31 B557-. 
which i* open 24 hour* a day to both members 
and rion -members. 
J The organisation is non-profit maWrrg . and 
*uppB#» good* f -> niemberi at near trade price*, 
aueh as blank discs at £14.80 for ten, 2-ln-l at 
£20 and the complete Men* Resign Pfm package 
from Campursoft at £29. 

Club memberi an always wiling to help and 
assist members h overcoming technical prob- 
lems, either through tbe tetters section or through 
the tcJepherw help Nrrt service. 

WACCI currency has 30 drees In w*t pubic 
domain ttbrary (and i*s growing by an average erf 
4 dices par month) and a homegrown library with 
15 discs. Discs cost £3 each. Including the disc 
and pip, WACCI runs tape and book lending 
libraries for club members. 

All ei all, It's a fun place for that* who want to 
do mere with their CPC than Just tap aliens, to 
meet" other CPC owners who also want to do 
more than fust tap af ens, 

WACCI costs £1.50 per issue: tor a trot' sam- 
ple copy wnd a 3«p rtamp and your name and 
addrwu to WACCI, c/o CR*» BelUby. 12 Traralgef 
Terrace. Long Eaton, Nottingham, NG10 1GP 

B. and to load and save screens etc- usng ROM- 
DOS formal discs. Edit line 160 to suit, if you have 
ROMDOS m a different Slot n your romboard. 
• A note of warning though; Art Studio cttei 
reports thai there is less tree space en a ROMDOS 
format disc than there actually is. The Disc Full 
error message is the true indicator 

B> Jess Harpur of WACCI & Campursoft 



WACCI 's top ten serious products 



Protect Pr emerge & Prosper - probably the 

matt versatile WP package available for the 
CPC. (Used by WACCI to produce WACCJ.) 

Printer - Voir can't really bo serious without 
on*, any type will do, 9 pin, 24 pin or even 
trio latest bubble jot 

Disc drive, essential for saving your Impor- 
tant development work. 3 5 inch disc drives 
aro preferable, SOOk of software on a disc 
thwt cost* around 60p is not Id be sniffed at. 

Modem - {and loads of money to pay the 
phone bill) ho JorbuS CPC user is prepared 
(o wait for software to arrive by snail mail 



Programming language discs. Forth, M Basic. 
Cobot Pascal, C, Lisp, Prolog. Experts & and 
many others are available from good PL> soft- 
ware libraries [and they only cost around £3 
each.) They are ideal for learning the rudi- 
ments of a language before you go out and 
splash £40 of your hard earned cash on the 
commercial item. 

Aflfero ftesign. Probably the best CPC art 
package around - Used by WACCI to fulfil all 

Its artistic needs, 

Alarm Clock - Set to 4am. so you'll go to bed 
and get at least 2 hours sleep after a hard 
nights work. 



ROMDOS - no self respecting large format 
disc drive should leave home without it 
Invisible fa use. r| react* instantly to 
whichever format oJ disc you decide to stick 
in til* drive. 

Romhox - After ati you need same-thing to 
plug ROMOOS into- You'll save hours of load- 
in|4 time every year as your lavcurite 
programs load in a Hash, 

Your favourite game* disc, it can ba any of 
them; Chess, Space Invaders, £fce or 
Dominoes. There's nothing wrong wrlh play- 
ing games - everybody needs to relax 
occasion atty, 



AA SMALUADS 



V 



For Sale 



GX4000 m ejtcallflni eorwMion with <i I 
finirgs and 6 cartrdoas Pang, Navy 
Seals. Burning Rubber Robocop 2 

and Switchblace. Whole lot for £70 
O.n.o. Phone David on (0235) 
501251 after 4pm 

CTMG44 colour monitor with dust 

cover. £65. DK Tronic &4K Memory 
Expansion, £20. Rombo Rom Box, 
CIS. MP3 TV Tuner. £20. MutotoCO 
two. Phono Kavrn after 5,30pm. Tel: 
08 1 946 3064 Loodon 

CPC6126 colour monitor, lap** duck, 
buth-in disk drive, dust covers, 
approximately £350 wortri ol soft- 
ware. Excellent condition, sell for 
Ci 95. Buye? collects. Ring Philip 001 
341 fj960 r (Hampton). 

CPC464 with colour monitor, joystick. 
30. games, loads of AA mags. £225. 

Phone Steve (070fl) 744444 Romford 
Essex 

AM5TRAD CPC464 cwrputw with 

colour monitor, manual and over 70 
names, 2 joysticks Excellent cond;- 
lion £250 the lot. Will deliver within 
reasonaole distance. Toi Peter (0842) 

2167$3Wigsn. 

CPCeiaa GAMES. Extensive range 
si quality games on disk and tape. All 

wiHh original instructions. As new. 
indudnq Elite, Cold, Silver, and 
Bronze, and the Pawn Tel anytime 
[0734)662131. 

AMSTRAD 612S ~ colour monitor A 
games; Ghcstbjstors 2, Batman, 
Untouchables arid UHjioprose 
Soccer. Joystick and manual. £240 
:.r.«. Phono John on 031 -&49 45 1 6- 



CPC 464 green monitor, manuals. 
AA74 t0 AA79, Ovor 60 Cassettes irC 
World Class Rugby. Wht+es Of Fir«. 
£100 o.no No spirts Phone (0342 1 

321 350 and ask tor Edward. 

CPC6120 colour, joystick, mouse, 
dust cavers, games, unities, blank 
disks, AA cover capes, magazines 

and books £315 Phone John. 
Stamford (0780) 56301 . 

GREEN GTOS monitor, over 120 
games. (Shadow Warriors, Tutncan 
II' Light Pen. Speech Synthesis. 
Cheat Mode II v\'orih over £400 

Want E12D or n&goliase Cal Ryan 

041 334 9940 i Glasgow). Might split. 

AMSTRAD CPCGtafl, mono monitor. 
r.'i; ris-p 2 2 |cy5t.cks. laae paver , 
wires, Loads of games and mag a 
airifls- All lor £1 50- Telephone 061- 
738 8629 

BARGAIN I appro ximately 150 
games kjr the Amstrad Also 
Advanced Art Studio, mouse, maoa 
zmes. Cheat book, Muiufaeo wo. 
Hoping for quick sale £100 on.o, 
PhOfie Phil on {0903) 260926, 

CPC664 green screen, OMP 21X10 
printer. Firmware manual, software. 
books, cassette recorder, disks, joy 
slick, part boxed, £250 o.n.o. Phono 
Dave (0752) 2536B6 nwsekends onfy, 
Can defter London io Plymouth 
areas 

CPC612B co tour monitor, lots of 
games. Rainbow islands. Gown 
Axe, etc Joystick, Advanced Art 
Stud©, mouse manual over 30 AA's 
Modulator, All lor £235 o.n.o. 
Telephone (0643) ^02326 after 6pm 



AMSTRAD CPC464 colour monitor. 
C s-k drive, 6-1 K Memory L'pgrydt- 
Over 90 games and some serious 
software. Many magazines and sov 
oral books inc manuals. £300, 
Dorset (0202) 666639 

ELEVEN books tor Amatrad,, Mosi 

our of print. Slacks Of information, 
lips, programs, addresses Otters for 
ihe tat only, To Tarry on (0536) 

since, 

MAGAZINES tor sate The eidind 
"Comput ng with the Amstrnd" 
8687/S8 in binders. Otters. 
-Amslfad Action" 87,68,69,90.91. 
Oners Tel Tern/ (0536| 518902 afler 
6pm 

CPC6128 colour, DMP200Q printer, 
51/4" second disk drive, Rcm&ox 
with Protest, Prospell. Utopia. 
ROM DOS RODOS. covers, manu- 
als, games, boolcs. disks, Stcpoross 
with A MX mouse. £250 o.n.o. Phone 
Alan (0670) 712965. 

CPC4G4 very good condition. Green 
monitor, manuals, over £50 of 
games. Modulalor. A.A"s 71-78. 
Sood condition. All games lape Tel: 
Damon (0903) 882906 attar 6pm. 
(West Sussex). 

CPC464 cgloui moniior. DD1 disk 
drive DMP2160 printer, leads, £300- 
Games including Continental Circus. 
Airborne Ranger, on cassott&'dlsfc. 
loystick, light pen, dust covers. 
Worth £7O0+, sell £300 on o. Phone 
James on (0243) 5631 36, 

AMSTRAD 6128 plus (colour), 
Cruiser joystick, Mull If ace 2, Genius 
Mouse and Interface., Advanced Art 
Sludio. covers. Printer cable, 40 
disks, seven months old. £350 o.n.o. 
Simon (Q2£5) 3351577 alter 5pm 
(Bath). 

CPC464 colour monitor, TV converter 
(taenal), radio dock alarm (CTD. joy- 
stick, over £350 worth ol games inc 
Terminator 2. Batman and Rainbow 
Islands Excellent condition. Also AA's 
dating back from Apnl 90, All a com- 
plete bargain at £195 Pnone Richard. 
Tel: t06C6 662540. 



Wanted 



CONSOLE GAMES. Good more* 
paid lor your cartridges, spe&rica ly 
Switchblade, Navy Seals, and Pang. 

I will pay for the postage. Telephone 
9am io 3pm 071-430 5615. Ask for 

Wayne, London and Chelmsford- 

WAR GAMES wanted lor CPG6126+ 
any period taken, because own sup- 
ply dried up. Where are serious soft- 
ware? They was good! Williams. 
23 Manor Road, WOOlton, Liverpool, 
L256Q6. (Disk gnty and no funntes). 

TENNIS CUP II by Lorciete on car- 
tridge Anyone able and wiling to 
photocopy Ihe instructions for rue. 
please? Ours is Second hand, no 

instructions, W?l pay Phone any lime 
Smith (Windsor} (0753) 654303, 

JACK NICKLAUS GOLF, tape or 
disk, wil' buy or swap lor Morth and 
South and Hostages. Tel: 091- 
2711626. 

WANTED Cinemaware's TV Sports 
Football' on cassette tor Amsirad 
CPC 454. Any American football sim- 
ulation, e.g. Supenxwi Quarterback, 
etc or similar. Tel: Paul {0386) 
632350 evenings only, 



OTHER 



THE UKS Great Amiga/ST CPC 
lanzme. input, fun of PD, sort- 
ware/rtardware reviews and features. 
£1 25 *50p p+p. cneoues payable to 
Sean Stone, 1 Linsvale Drive, 

Frpme, Somerset RA11 2BP 

PROBASE ful specilicahon 
database. Insert lour types of 

search, search/repiace, sort, add 
fiDld 4- more. User friendly, includes 
comprehensivs manual- £1499 inc 
p+p, 155 Haslucks Green Road, 
Shirley, Solihull, B90 2LQ. Cheques 
payable to Vision 



+■ * 
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ftsii section oilcrc you a molly caaap ond eflc-c'-ivc So yati coukl u»t It to b»U s \utmst. laurjirh a u«er Fill ■ n tfif nf^ilicMWfi fcrim and s*nd it to us looether 

oppcjiiuiuiv 10 «i**k diiecr uj 35,000 CPC owiieEs - cu omup or «rtvetti»> a pifteo dlsoliviaie you've written. kvith pavmont, 

HOBhj b : owoen Dw II : 'f.'-T-rr BKCelsnt : --■ -■ . ii' -■ Oao thing you can't adveitLBe J£ :tie sale or swapot Well pl4w Tlw <k! In the next available issue dsub- 

tau ran placami id up of up r .u 30 words for [usi£5 softwaid. Sih:Ii Mlscaii tw uiisufmU by puates. Iishetl 2 7 weeks ol-.or wc receive yo-.ir orrtei \ 



ORDER FORM 



SETfD TO AA SIMLL ADS. FOTUKE PU3USHKG LTD BEAUPOHD C0UHT, 30 tMOmiOUTH STFEET. BATH. AVON EA1 MP 
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Please place the following advertisement in the next available issue of Amstrod Action 

I enclose pavmont of £6.00 by Cheqw 

Credit Card number 



Telephone 




Classification, Tick box: Q For sale Q Wanted LI Services Li User Groups 



uttici 







Write your advertisement here, one word per box. Include your name and phone number if you want them 



Welcome to ACTION TEST 
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Avalanche 
game 
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French 
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and Mash 
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f'nt- root sfmular 



Now answer rhis qu«ifian: 

if a pme of American lootbal con- 
sists of few quarters, each one 
ftlteen minutes... no, isten... each 
one fifteen minutes long, why does it 
take half a day to finish a match? 

Lefs face it, American Football fe 
a weird game. But ifs also Arne-ica's 
rational sport for is that baseball?) 
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■ A gome of sniff feltetttoii bused oa ■ TV 
tbawr. Quick quit: gwe«» haw many fruit 
yu.-.i Rod w 
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■ Thara'e a what* bwmgo of ■ Haw ta go* tfc* w|d*r olc 
rtrarogi i fHm (m i«wy at fvr*» wha scared what In l«t 



TOUCHDOWN! 

STRIKE FORCE DESIGN * £4.95 CASSETTE, £14.95 DISK 



ard its gained a cult fodowtng in tfte 
UK too. 1|J ifi 

AM an Stoke Force Des&\ they 
are very serious obcut American 
Footbal. Serious enough to produce 
a~ ncechbty de*ne6 aid (teep 
American Footbat strategy game that 
tests your mettle as head coach of an 

(MR terMQ^—gjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjj 

Uh oh, ifs that word .. strategy'. 
That's right, this isnl a sports sim, 
There's no joystick waggfmg' 
action, only 
lactic 



and 




* 




decisionmaking 

So what does a Head coach actu- 
ally do? Weil lie cals the of -"nsfce and 
defensive plays'. He has to judge the 
abites a* :te ;lsyt-'s r bs own team 
and those of the opponents ii decid- 
ing which of offense/defense is most 
Lkeiy to Succeec;, 7here s a lot of sec- 
ond-sue ss«g invohed here, as the 
other team's coach wil be doing 
fflractfy the same thing. 
But chance plays a part in 
al sports, and the same goes 
for Touchdown!. Offensn* 
and Defensive plays ony 
have percentage 

chances of success. 
W~eher or not the play 
succeeds wil also 
depend on the aherties 
of the players invoked 



FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 
.in a mate. 




ire the play (make sure you do your 
spying] and what the other team's 
coach does. Tncky S*uff. 

Your ultimate aim is to come out 
as top team n the NP_. But there's a 
lot of footbaJ and strategy betwee" 

SECOND OPINION 

-bifrit« hiidl, **? 1 0% 

atfltan, 90% Milt. Jwt lika 

(■■a, laaatj A da**itt i 

slat al a stupid spar* Ifcvt than I 

Ilka pttftt laatball)." 

flDAMPfTTEflS 

you and you* ambttiors, The other 
teams (played by the computer) want 
to win just as much... 

Touchdown! is a very complex 
game. Apart from 'spying" on other 
teams, you can trade payers, send 
your team off on training and carry out 
an annual toWge <katt tootung for 
exciting new talent. The trouble b 
you'd have to be a real (an to ta) 
understand what the marwal was talk 
trrg about and tW sit throuRti all thost 



fefer*+rii*f- I**-** 
I |«m fdaa** ti 

iMOvir 



■ Tfala !■ (ha ptlaylny «r**r. 
Your offaaslv* apttaai ore on 
Hi* left, dataaiiva *a tha right. 

matches during a season (though you 

can save tout position to disk). 
Arcade fans wiB find ToucrtdOwrf a 
crashing bore, but strategists and 

American Football fans wl ijst love it * 
to bits. 

BUT WHERE CAN I 



Thfa game rs not ivaJbbfe in fre 
shops... Tovcffdomf hw to ba 
onJ«r*d by post direct from Strike 
fOKi Design* Thq address is: 23 
Hobfa Street. Hendori, Sunderland. 
Tync *■ W«ar S(U SiU. R«mamaer. it's 
£4 95 on cassette, £14.95 on dak 



TAPE OWNERS 



„. Touchdown* a avatlBble on tape, but 
«n ■ cut ■down form. Many of Uia 
options of the disk version are miss- 
ing, and while the basic nuts and bolts 
of the game art still then*, the tape 
vcFiiwi isn't as "deep". SfD r*cog.ms«s 
ttiis - which n why the tape version is 
a till tenner cheaper than the disk 
vflfsJon, Cut-down it may be. but at 
£4.95. Toucttdiwnf on tap* it a bit of 
a barf. 
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Tha crowd is string try tienL.. but than this it If* not easy, and awry game is different 
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ACTION TEST 





n Hi lib i close In on 
»Wti J. I nfa nt r y vnlt. 



• tut fefJtlty Ml Me*d» h*v» 



• Ok net These tempting sou- 
venir ihops havs waylaid rtiem! 



• And ■ dim tor «<ui, The 3rd 
fowl and Mwth ana wHp*d wti 



1 943. North Africa is in the bag. 
The Germans, wlh their millions of 
tanks and Iheir lelhal 88mm artillery 
pieces, have been gven a bloody 
nose. Trie people of Tunisia, Egypt 
ar.d Lt»/a can breath a sigh of relet 
knowing that the ed N«1 menace 
has receded (or been blown to dust). 

So what next fcr the victorious 
Aiies* South Africa? No, the/*e our 
chums. Gambia perhaps? They should 
be easy to beat. Mo, ifs &d to oe 
ftafy, Land of wine, fast ca*5 and 
women with large behinds. 

The AJies fonnhj- believed that if 
they bunged thousands of blokes into 
Sicily and lialy, Hrtler wxitt divert 
thousands of his blokes to defend it 
and make Dings easier tor sie 
English to land in France. A classic 
plan rf ever :fiere was one. 




CCS • OBI 558 5274 - £12.95 CASSETTE, £12.95 DISK 



On the 9lh of 

Operation AvaJancte swung into, er 
operation The Germans, poss*ly 
having received prereduction 
copies of ;has game, were ready and 
wanting for them in just the right 
place. A fierce scrap started. 
As Commander of either the 



Germans or the Alies, you can move 
your troops around, cat in airborne 
he|p and basically do what you hope 
the enemy isn't expecting, 

At me start, when you choose 
sides, you can also fiddle with ire 
unshakeabfe facts of history. You can 
choose to have the Italians or either 
side (insert any ttahan \<At here), and 
can speed up or slow down the Ailed 
reinforcements. 

Then, as if by magic, a bfocky 
map of Italy unfolds before your dis- 
believing eyes. 

From then on, you're in Die thick 
of the battle. But don't expect the 
urgency of War to flood out of your 
screen into your Jiving room, scaring 
the cat Because things do not hap- 
pen quickly. First rfs the German Air 
phase If you're playing the AJies 
(which, for the sake of this review and 
political credibility in general. 111 
assume), vou must wait whie the 



SECOND OPINION 

"WanjanBi <pn» pm of HWt* 
things T*w realty a**d H h* m 
feus *f t* hilly appreciate, I'm 

not, and therefore I comider 

Avalamhe a lead evf aid nob. " 

WW Rf fflB 




FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 



Teutonic terror makes two or three of 
your little unit characters Rash. This, 
we s re told, is the might of me 
Luftwaffe unleashed on the pucky, 
cower jig Brits, 

If ¥•»"«• avrrivanJ Ihe wrlber- 

irig air assault, the Germans then 
move. The map scrols slowly from 
unit to unit, as they cJwg over the 
green and pleasant landscape of 
Southern Italy. Time passes 

Then vou get to drop bombs on 
the Germans from tie air. You have 
three attempts. Fo'towmg that, a few 
Tore phases happen, which nvcJve a 
lot of SPACE bar pressing and not 
vefytteracfn*] watering. Then you 



two wans ond owe world cup 



Stating the Germans isn't too tough if you let 
tin Kalians on your side too [no joke It neces- 




sary here). You simply amalgamate your forces Into the 
largest lump possible, and cngurf any Nan units that hap- 
pen to stray into your path, 



•dj Hare, me Allies are getting together a fairly decent 
collection. Once it's big enough, you can rampage around 
the Kalian countryside with Impunity. The tamo used to be 
ft o of Traf a!gar Square 

Towns, airports and naval bases am key areas to bead 
for. Each has victory points attached, and even If your 
forces are taking a pummelling:, you can still wai by con- 
trolling vast tracts of open spaghetti-growing country, and 
SP-.ACE key towns, bridges and sports-car factories. 



move One by one, you select your 
units using the cursor leys. You 
move the cursor to where you ulti- 
mately want them to end up, and they 
promise to do their best Some more 
time passes. 

Then war nappens When two or 
more opposing units meet, they take 
it in turns to flash. Sadty, no immeoi- 
arte details are available to ted you 
what damage has been done to who. 
if a unit gets too knackered, it with- 
draws, or disappears completely. 

As long as you're rot stupid- beat- 
ing either side on Beginner mode is 
just a matter of time. You have to be 
patient and keep plugging away 
solidly. Any heroic stuff by individual 
units almost always results in com- 
plete death for your boys. 

Avatanchm isn't a BRCttng 35 

the real ftatwr, campaign. There musi 
be a lot of process^g gomg on in the 
Old 260, but ifs certainty very slow. 
All keypresses are buffered, so if you 
hit a key a few times tn frustration, 
you could end up by withdrawing 
completely, handing Britain to the 
A.'ics and digging 3 shallow trench m 
which to fail after they've shot you. 

The strategic element is weil 
thougt't out, though. A lot of care has 
obviously gone into getting the sce- 
nario hfetoricaly accurate. 

This technical aspect is the 
game's strongest point And it's mildly 
interesting to see If you, playing the 
Germans this time, can halt the how 
ct plucky Br is and turn the fede of the 
War tack in favour of the manic tee- 
tots I vegetarian with the laughable 
moustache. 



jkt*Hed> JLgAcA 



Just like every other CCS wargome, A sooty 
map with some blacky *prf;»s moving around. 



Pitting large amounts of military hard ware 
ageiot each otfrer is oNrays good for ■ gfgfte, 



Sj 



The horrtryrng furnace of battle sounds a bit 
like R2-D2. sadly. 



Play 1 bow you want Attack, defend, tat pasta 
and watch in d ismay a your pathetic troops. 




RAMDOS 
FREE WITH 
EVERY DISK 
DRIVE!! 



3.5" DISK DRIVES 



Our Sony 3.5" disk drives now come with RAMDOS absolutely 
free of charge allowing you to format and use 800K per disk 
without the need for any manual switches. The disk drive comes 
complete with all necessary cables, ready to plug in and format to 
800K per disk! 
Available ex-stock, only £74.99 (plus £5.00 p&p) 

3.5" disk drive complete wfth ROM DOS and a 6 socket rombox 
only £99.99 [plus £5,00 p&p) 



10 Blank 3.5" 
disks only £10.00 
Ramdos only C9.99 
RQmdos only £1 9.99 
5 socket ROMBOX 

only £24.99 



PC TRANS:- transfer 
your files from a CPC !o 
a PC and vice versa. 
Only £24.99. 

1 3" blank disks 
Only £17.50 



464/464+ OWNERS 
DDI-1 disk drives now in 
stock Only E1 59.99. 

Please telephone first 
for availability. 



RAMDOS 
FREE WITH 

EVERY 
DISK DRIVE!! 



Features:- 

• Very quiet 

• Slimline design 

• Sleek, high quality metal 
casing. 

• Available for CPC61 28. 

61 28+, 664 and 464/464+ 
(464 & 464+ owners must 
have a DDI-1). 

• External power supply 

• On/Off switch 

• Simple to connect, full 

instructions included. 

• 12 month guarantee 



Access 



Siren Software, Wilton House, Bury telephone:- 061 724 7572 
Rd, Radcliffe, Manchester M26 9UR fax: 061 724 4893 






G«t INSIDE INFORMATION! 



■nstfll INSIDER into MULVFACE. RUN 
a program let Muhtface FREEZE it and 
: t: INSIDER te I yog everything' it will 
fully disassemble find text or code 
show afffv RAM :ind the 280 re 9 isle rs 
rtjfljglo printer. All this & more for P++ 5 - 
Now HALF-PRICE far just L7.95 ! 
Invaluable toot foi tnachme code users' 
M pique d eb u rging, dev elopment aid 



PLUS PAP p* Wm: UK t Europe £2 Oerseas £3 



I order * MULTIFACE 2 tor CPC «64/ei 28 Q f**« C34.8S or for CPC +■ D <m*« tUM 
RODOSDanw eUK HODOS XTRA D t*~» C4.9S INSIOERQ m*es C7.98 

Isncfose a cheque PO/CHh for E. „ or debit my AcceurVlu No [ ] Card Bo 

Name/address...,,....., ...........,»„,..,..„ , „„,..,„,..,„.,.„„.....,..... , , 



The above reduead prices apply to MAIL ORDERS received bv 23,6.1392, 



ROMANTIC R0B0I UK Ltd. 54 Deonsooft Ave, London NVW 6EN @ 24 hrs J 



081-200 8870© AA 



Battle against the 
4> 16-bits 

What's All this nonsense about the CPC bolnr; " 
OK, to In thus country the machine is lottos, g 
to the 1 6- bit machines fwd the dedicated 
consoles, bur the Amstr «t range still ha* many I 
uteri and a lot of lilt left, in it. 

Of course, cannot mg the major UK software 
iwuu* tli-at lh*t» the cato it another marts r. Most 
el the fuft-prite games publishers tisvt pulled out of 
the CPC market, or are In the preens of doing to. 
Th«f are being hired iway by the peeler profit 
margins and »i*» of ttio i$-brt and console 
machines, rt's understandable enough, but il meant 
the 8-tiitt ate letting burled before their time. 

Not enough 
programmers? 

Even the French mariuH - always the itrongest CfC 
market hi Europe - It shrinking, though Ubt Soil 
fretns mber Iron LonP) end Infegrames (remember. 
Of. 7ififw on the Afoot??] are aoandfiimlng the CPC 
altogether {dirty rati), In favour of the more glam- 
orous and presumably lucrative 16-bit market. 

But that picture Isit'l typical. THut itfll plans lots 
of CPC releases, but J* being held back because trie 
company can't get held of any CPC programmers! 
It's true - programmers are being Hired a**y by 16- 
bit and console products, so that even though a 
software house might want to do a name, it's not 
necessarily going to be possible to find a program- 
nmor in coda it! 

The moral? Don't just blame the gam* pobtshers 
- blame the programmers too! 

,S Frog spawn 

HOWEVER, top French games publisher Loricle! is 
still turning eut lull-price games for the French mar 
ket. And. if we pull 3 few strings. Its just possible we 
might land a couple of exclusive offer* on the best 
of these games, 

Interested? Well, you should be. The French get 
tome pretty funny ideas shout gameplay at times. 
but they can also turn out some slantingly original 
products when they put their minds to M, We got 
together five of the latest Loriciel games and gavo 
them a pod going over Read the reviews opposite 
to find out what we thought-,. 

7 Disk only? 

— More and mono AA readers sre complaining that 
they can't buy games en disk anywhere, WeN the 
good newt it as far as me French mark eft con- 
cerned (hat disk machines are much more common 
over there than tape-based CPCi In fact, the pun- 
Ushers concentrate en producing disk versions. 
• AH the games reviewed kerf wm disk 
varelaeu, fhay owe also available an tape, 

2 ■** come fame feature* may be mining. 

- But where can we 
buy them? 

None of these games are currently available in the 
UK, but JU will be trying to get held of the best of 
the French software for its special offers pages. 

In the meantime, rf you went to contact Loriciel 
direct, the number to eel fit's bi Franco) It 
^ 010 3314 753 1133. 



IK puhlisht'rs of lull-pries: n:imc* art " .ihaiHloniimu the (It: in favour ofexe 
checks <>u I five of the latest releases from this very busy software house (we 



Guardians 




■ TtltS I* your family (no oUanut), 

Murlatwd ts th* i*#e)lt*s*. 



old 



The French have got some hjrmy ideas about plot. 
In Guardians, lor example, you've got to fight oft 
loads of rampaging trrtflds— . 

These aren't the triffids of sctfi B-movies, 
though. You know, those things that looked like 
mutated begonias and shuffled their way round the 
streets zapping people with their poisonous ten- 
dinis. Instead, these Triffids' are spheres of pone 
magnetic energy. 

These spheres are a bit tricky to control, and 
can only be contained in celts made of demagno 
b'sed platinum (it says here). However, they can 
afso be held back by cohesion bricks'. These are 
Nocks which can be assembled into wail; which 
will hold back these bouncing bails.., er. spheres 
of pure magnetic energy. 

The blocks can be picked up at the bottom 
rig hi ol the screen from a reservoir of the things, 
You then decide where on the screen you want to 
place it. As soon as you put together lour blocks 
of the same colour {or six, or nine) you form a 
'cohesion' and score points. 

The idea re to score a certain number of points 
wthft a specified lime imit Ifs not quite as 
straightforward as il sounds, though, ff one of the 
trrfftds escapes whrk? you're placing blocks you 
lose valuable time. And 'magnetic storms' 
(bonuses, to you and me) pop up regularly, if you 




■ Qvltkl it amp O* that mi agnatic ttorat 
fth*, er, black an that right). 

don't calch them in time, some pretty nasty Things 
can happen.,. 

Guardians is great The plot is a load ol old 
nonsense, but the game itself is a 
really good arcade pu/z'cr. It's a 
bit odd to start with, but before 
long you're complexly addicted. 



Hands up everyone who thought a Psyborg was a 
sort ot android Ha ha! - wrong. You're thinking of a 
Cyborg. No, no, no,,. a-Psyoorg ts someone with 
psychic powers. By the end nl tr 
encc recognises these pawn 

...In fact, it llippifi' well has b. The Earth rs being 
Hod by an alien race called the Androplers, 
whose ships can travel through space ten fames 
taster than the puny Earthtng vessels. But Psyborg 
Duncan Norton can send his mind through space to 
neutralise tive alien threat wt- 

To do this, our hero has to travel to a total of 40 
planets in 8 soiar systems. The tourney is brief but 





■ Meat your planet! The i««riM f rede- 
alh/ laoreaee la 4MUvHy 




ha 



OK, »o th«y'r* wire -from* 
bof ttiay ■•»• vary feet. 



» 



azardous. a spinning, racing, rettex-testing blast 
through the twisting planes and vortices of psi- 
space 

Oh look, never mind all this stuff about 
Andropters and Psytwrgs. Pstfxxs ts oascaly 
STUN fionner with wire-frame graphics, a kind ot 
space-age Bobsleigh. You've got a faed amount of 
time and a certain number of lives to complete each 
course. 

This game suffers from 'Sbrtitis". The manual 

about shops, for instance, where you cart pek 

ip extra lives and shields and sol forth. And there's 

^ splay function which lets you Tplay back' your last 
tes ot moves to see where you want wrong. And 
you can pause midgrtme to call up a stats screen... 
except thai none of these options are available on 
the CPC version. 6m! 

Psyborg might be halUleoenl on 
the Amiga ot PC, but on the CPC ea ^ 



■J 



ifs a bit of a bore. There's sim- 
ply not enough To it. 




hardware. But Frent-h software lmu.se Loriciel is bucking the trend by sticking with tlie trusty CPC. ROD MWTON 
low we said 'a doM'ii jgumes' last mouth, hut that was Adam P - be thinks five rx a dwceul).,. 




you re trie sat or person who gits vertigo stand 

xi their front doorstep, don't read tins review! 

Paragkding is an aerial sport which rs a bt like hang 

gfdpg without those Btife bits of aluminium which 

act -ji iy keep your machine hang glider-shaped 

Ifs basfcafiy hang gSding with a parachute. 







■ ink' Vew'r* «« target f*r maxtntirM 
k«p* »*t Y«wr '«hvt*i tt H ap»tnot 

soort where you spend half your time looking tor 
nate* and the other hat wondering how last 
going to bt the ground. 

You'll find these thermal* in all sorts ol odd 
places. Over houses, for example, or tock escarp- 
ments, or at piques where two air masse- 
meeting. The I rmy good glider pitot w 

you Wte bad ones won't tell you anything, being sr* 
under), is spotting where these thermals are 
and then making use of ttiem to gain extra aititu : 

In Paragfiding Sirmrlator you have to do ju 
gwdmg your ittJe man back and forth ac 
obstacie^aden let ng to make 

progress as posstile. The controls are pretty sniple 

ight and left to go forwards and backwards 
respecliveY plus down tr> ia 

Yc< having to demonstrate your pr> 

oenty an three tramng courses, Ortfy when yt> 
scored the maximum 100 oc4y 

ed on tiir? five proper courses that make up the 



• Yna'll pith up a aba IttHv HmmmI 
ab*v* that ivttaf a, 

game. These take place over various nwun 
ranges around the world. 

The graphics are none loo stunning, and the 

controls are a bit vague and sluggish. Reaty, it looks 

fte a budget game Ihan a ful^pnc 

Despite at that, though, 
ParagWng is still an oddly adoV. 
Ore little game that keeps you 



■paw 

1\ 



Steve McQueen 




■ Ptclr Hi* baddl* yau wast to chat* altar 
and than g* in iho»tln'„ 

Aha - we've seen this, game before, Loriciel was mar- 
keting it with its own lighl gun way back m 1990. 
However, it looks as if the company is now sealing 
Ihe game on its own. 

The light gun origins are obvious straight away, 
Each level' is set against a single backdrop - saloon, 
wild west street etc - and you have to move me 
cross-hairs on the screen to aim at the baddies mat 
appear in windows or roll across the Hoar shoaling 
at you (there's a lot of them 1 ). 

You re obviously a pretty tough character, since 
the baddies can unload lead at you for ages before 
you finally bite the dust. You can keep alive that 
much longer, though, by waxing Ihem before they 
get the chance to shoot at you. 

Easier said man done, though, because there are 



The French must haw a thmg about transformers 
The toy mutafcng robots, that is, not eseetricai 
sub-statjor came out with Fre * 

Forget, where your fancy car turned rto a jet 
fighter at the flick of a switch. Then there was Fire 
A Forget If where at the fac* of a switch, your 
fancy car turned into. er. another jet fighter And 
now Lonciel is tumping on the band wager 
Thunder Burner. 

-. ftne, though, if s a M dtfertnt While 
you're on Ihe ground you're cmrt>lkng a lumber 
Jmg robot rather than a fancy ft 
look-alike. In fact, Thunder Burner looks pretty 
ng to start wt rumbling your way 

across what looks Ike a 3D landscape, battling al 
maw d and wonderful aliens 

Looks can be deceptive, though. For a start, 
rfs Mi * and she aliens might be wetd, 

hut they're not thai wonderful - iust hard to see 
coming and difficult to snoot. 

Never mind, the aenai combat must be good, 
huh? hot reaty. Your pi swoops about satisfy 
mgfy. but it's almost imposttte to avoid Hying Mo 
rocks and those fandwi 

You navigate your way across each level via 
special markers (when also give you extra i. 
radar system tells you which way lo go and a neat 
little miieometer teJs you how far you've come 
(and how much of the level is leftl 

Thunder Sum 

The 16 Lit versions have extra weapons 
and endoMevei guardians, but the CPC uersjon 
has neither . The result .ily irnpressnre 

game but a bit of a boring one. 




just loo many baddies to handle. If s one thing play 
mg a game like this with a Sight gun. quite another 
moving a set of cross-hairs around - this is a hell of 
a lot slower. 

The ultimate aim in Steve McQueen is not just to 
stay alive, but to capture one particular baddte on 
that level. There are several bad guys to catch in the 
game, and up to six human players can take part 
{taking it in turns). 

The graphics are really v^ry nice, and everything 
moves quickly and smoothly. It's just a pity then that 
mere's not just that little bit more .gamepiay. 

There's ar e«tra element M interest in a rnurfi- 
player game, though, which becomes a competition 
to see who can score most points. 

Steve rVcQueen isn't especially 
rhri ; ing. but rfs as good as the clas- 
sic Operation HfofT. and that soW in 
its thousands... 






■ Wotdi til far tint bavdl*! Y*w 
f *f much warning, »l«Wr. 



i'I 





■ to |*t ai ai a* 70a frml « 

lot fufir ■«! yta, *r, tond 

M hit HrinfB... 



R&. 



ACTION REPLAY 

LOTUS eSPRIT 
TURBO CHdLLeNGe 

GBH * £3.99 

Don that hdmet, stick empty fag packets, dnnk cans 
and si canisters all over your shirt, making sure the 
brand names are clearly visible (sponsorshipj and 
leap into thai, er, armchair, lotus Esprit rs Ms sec- 
ond favourite drive-emu; of at time, and here's why: 
The beautiful/ detailed mode 1 graphics are a 
joy to behold. The split screen two player mode will 
have you and your opponent on the ed|e of the 
sofa, with gritty determination etched all your 
faces- Nme different tracks to hurtle round 
mews a major league long term challenge. 



|u 





Budget Bonanza Is no more. But hold those tears folks, we've killed 
off PR so we could give more space to reviews of budget games. 
New titles get frill size Action Test reviews. Re-xeleased 
games get extended goings-over in our spanky new Act ton 
Replay bit. ADAM PETERS shines the big light and asks some 
difficult questions... 



■ Vropom. I'w got that blighter in my 
i Inht*, timo to put Hi* pedal I* the Metal. 




is successor,, with the sprites being sltgfrtty smaller. 
"s a bit slower loo. but bearing m mind lhaf s ifs a 
third of the price of the new game, it's still got to be 
a shopper's choice best buyf 

So what do you do? The game is spSl into two 
sections; the icon-driven management section, and 
the arcade game section. Loading up the former, 
you can select teams, buy and sel players, tram 
your bunch, and so on and so forth. Once you feel 
ready for the match itself, load up the second pro- 
gram and get set to start boating that ban around. 

The two separate sections arrangement is going 



■ Ha hat I'm v» with him {or h*r) and all 
t*t fa ihoet through on th* inflate. Maybe. 

What reaBy sets Lotos Esprit apart, though, is 
the gameplay. Basically, you hit that accelerator and 
keep your eyes peeled lor the arrows that indicate 
an upcoming corner. Sounds just like any other rac- 
ing game, huh? Maybe, but when you meet that 
comer, skilful steering will see you through The 
back of the car ahead ot you comes into view, and 
it's time to chase. 

All driving sims are not the same. The collision 
detection in this one is spot on, overtaking involves a 
real cat-andmouse tussle, and everything from the 
steering to the narrow road view has realism 
stamped al over it, Vor sprung durch damn good 
game, as we like Ed say every now and tht 




VIHD 



W 



■ Msfirheifer UWfecf - th* gamv'f not oi 
hot oi rh* foam, bat It ain't bad though. 

to cause a lair amount of irritation, seeing as it does 
mean you get five minutes of ploy followed by live 
minutes of loading, live minutes of ptay tolowed by 
five minutes o' loading, five minutes of play followed 
by five minutes ol loading, and so on. 

The arcade section is nothing to write home 
about, the scroiiqg is jolty, the play is sluggish, but 
at least its easy to control and the computer oppo- 
nent is a sturdy one. Molfurtg special, but not bad. 



McyjCHesTeR 

UNITeD 

GBH ' £3.99 

We love a decent footae game. Even a hatf-deeerrt 
■oobe game. *e this one, gets a pretty big hug. 

The predecessor to current chart stonker Man 
United Europe, Manchester [Med is a similar man- 
age menKumarcade football game. The main 
difference is that ifs set ii the gutsy domestic 
league, rather than glamorous Euro competition. 

The arcade section is more or less identical to 



VIRD 
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nqvy moves 

HIT SQUAD * £3.99 

In the wild world of computer gaming there are a few 
perceived wisdoms; all LIS Gold corn-op cortvos are 
botng {not always true), al Domark games are crap 
(more or less true) and all Dinamic games are tar 
too, far too difficult. 

So how true is that last statement then? Here we 




■ Brill. I'm owl tar a llrtla cruiu round 
Greenwich boating I ah*. Tht* it th* life. 

get another opportunity to examine one of the items 

ot evidence for the prosecution. Navy Moves is the 
sequel to Army Moves, it doesn't take a degree from 
Sherlock Holmes University to realise the blistering 
action of the first game has been moved from land 
to sea, and your bum. once attached to the seat of a 
jeep, is now fixed firmly to the vinyl of a dinghy. 

The idea is io waggfe the joystick furiously in 
such a way mat your dinghy doesn't crash into any 
of the big mines that someone has absent-mindedly 
left lying al over Ihe ocean. This is tneky. Very 
tricky. The amount of practice, patience and ska 
required to get through this first level is phenomenal, 

If you manage it, you arc then presented with the 
second part, TNs is set on the enemy sub, things 
get a tad easier, and enemy guards are the main 
opposition. But most people win give up before 
reaching this stage A good game, spoiled by the 
Spanish softies' traditional overhigh difficulty level. 




■ lt*« not a boating lah* after all, and k'vo 
[tftt drfvan Into a mine. What ■ dweeb. 
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■ Puirn/f K a lovely little puiil* game, 
wM *w»*4 little frvHU plctwro* In It. 

mizznIc 

HIT SQUAD • £3.99 

Puzzle games, dontcha just tove them? The graphcs 
are usualy dre, the speed often snaiHfce, me action 
as intense as a tutaily un-inten$e thing, but stil think- 
em-ups make for some of the most engrossing 
games you can get Vorspnjng durch Feins. 

rVwiie is one of me better duzzTks. It finished 
eighth in our recent Bayers' Guide, and any bra n 
twisters out tiwre would be well advised to make a 
bee-line tor the budgie shelves. 

As with all great puwle games, the idea is 
incredfch/ simple. There are tots of blocks on 
screen, some of which have tttfe symbols on them. 
Yoj can move these around the screen, but beware 
of that naughty law ol physics caied 'gravity'. The 
Mod's wil fal downwards ML they reach one of the 
marry plain biocks that make up the "map'. 



'LCUEL 
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■ This lavol it deed a-aty, b*r H got* harder 
as you progrou and tit* itaiai get bigger. 



There's eight levels, and a total of 56 cfifferent 
sets of lour puafes. Thais a total of 144 differed 
puzrles, You can start on any of the first three lev- 
els, and once you've completed that set of four 
puzzles, you can select which seton the next level 
you'd like to go for. It's very much a case of pot- 
luck, but there are more different sets of puzzles on 
the higher levels, so if you get stuck there are a 
greater number of options available 

Pw&iic clocks up a whopping eight points on 
fhe sparftyometer. Buy, ^^^*ti 



V I II D I 



serMouR Goes 

TO HOLLYWOOD 

CODEMASTERS • £3.99 

Renrelease? Tins is a new game surely, and didn't M 
review it several months ago. Right, here s the facts: 




we reviewed Seymour in AA74 thinking it was an 
ordinary £3.99 release. But it wasnt. It was initially 
only available on the Cartoon CofectiQR compulation. 
But now it is a £3.99 release, And ifs so darned 
spmky, spanky arid sponky that we don't need much 
of an excuse to review it again. 

Seymour is a potato shaped bal of lard Mho 
snatched Dizzy's crown whist the prima donna egg 
was busy getting tost in the Spellbound biopic. 
Seymour is an actor dude who has got to get some 
dyrumiie to btow up a sale to get a script to a hlrr 
he's supposed to be starring in. Why? Who cares. 

The ensuing shenanigans is set in the film 
company's offices, the maze4ke studo 
network, the jungle and tree^»uts sec 



TURRiCON 2 

K1XX * £3.99 





■ Hmm, choice*. W* r*«HHH*ndl you try Net 

ttWdlot first. Tip: look for a dictionary 

ton, and a desert island. Oh yes, and on the sets of 
numerous Urns (Grease, Jung Kong. &<k Tracy, 
flash Gar don. etct. 

To say the game is difficult wouki be roughly 
akin to saying that Christina Apptegate out of 
Warned with Children is moderately attractive. It's 
very difficult, Mega super extra difficult. With hun- 
dreds and thousands on top. 



Yqwser McTowser! This game got a whooping 95% 
when first reviewed, and you dudes out there in 
reaoeriand voted it fuHPnce Game of the Year in 
cur readers pol 

Ifs been out on a number of compilations, and 
now you can pick it up for only £3.99. What do you 
get for your money? 1 You get five massive (and we 
mean massive) levels of shootemup acton 
Massive? How many screens are There then? £r. 
1500. Ho, thafs not a misprint: there are one thou- 
sand five hundred screens in this game. Phew! 
You ptey Commander John Tumcaa 
you're looted up with three different weapons 
(an ordinary blaster, a big laser stick kind of 
thing, and some smart bombs), Ifs firepower 
city, with buckets of different bad guys and a 
whole wide world to explore. 
Ifs not aH running and jumping, mud. Level two 
sees you at the controls of a spaceship, a la R Type. 
What else can we say about tins game? ifs big, 
the graphics are breathtakng. and you can't keep 
away horn it. Some of you out there will have had 
your gaming appetites whetted by the AA71 cover 
tape demo, but Mr Piggy Bank wouldn't let you get 
the game proper, WeB now you can, 
Steal your mates' dinner money. 
Hod up a bank. 
KOI to own this game... 





■ Oh no, It't a m o nitor ma dtp owl of Mouldy 
friod offj. A few bl«ut» will get rid of It. 



■ Flppa the grumpy raioptlenijti character 
bw*d en ■ «hlHH of l**to bn»n'i [true). 

Even if you can get the script, you then have to 
retrace your steps, find sixteen Oscars and give one 
out to each character. Instant death at the hands of 
Emperor Kkng w* have you screaming ti frustration 

We printed a ful solution in Cheat Mode last 
month. Dont think you're not going to need tat less* 
some of) it. 
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I Trier*' j load* of water around the piece, 

II wall <w watorhmlli. And rock* by the torn. 
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ding-a-ling 

Ktwrif trsiibkr getting told of a tamo? <Xw ihctt dvd« a ring; 



CodaMatfert * 0926 8141 32 

G6H • 0712 753423 

rot Squad -M1-&32 6633 

Kixt* 021-625 3388 
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■ Mind that spook! Your mud pies 
cant kil it, only send it away. 

Bang*™ and Mask, ovely, eh* 

Great, steaming ptates of the stuff. . 
just a t>t of mustard and sat and pep- 
per and.., wait a minute, how can 
make a game out of a plate of 
Well you canl, really. Not 
you first of afl invent a cartoon 
series about a coupte of chimps 
jusi happen to be cabled Bangers 
Mash. Tien you make a game out o' 
»rt, sec? 



■ Ulp. - you've £CT W £6 through fliii 

graveyard. Mind tha slurHeil 



■ YOU CM Mod old bOnv-^egS bar* 
underground Mb enougn mud I 



■ AeN You're going 1o see that game 
over metsags all too often 




aW 
chev 



Banger* and Mash are ms ALTERNATIVE SOFTWARE • 0977 797777 • £3.99 CASSETTE 




chie^us little monkeys. They play 
their old mum up a bit and are always 
getting into trouble. UnM one aay, 
mum gets a bit fed up and sends 
them both out to collect fruit for a 
giant fruit pie. 

Wait a mintu. if there a*e two 
ns, how cfl^you only control 
ore of mem « ■rgame? Sangers is 
the one who do*<; all the Iru.r-stalking, 
whle Mash is nowhere lo be seen. 
Aeccrdfiig to on- ^otes. here, Mash is 
way up in the trees mak ng giaftt mud 
ptes to flatte-. the various. nasties 
nhabrtnig the forest. Bit naff, we say. 

Bangers car> fling a few mud pies 
himself iTund - sr the 
rate of around 120 a 
mmuSt. n fact, These 
mrs must have a 
lew jlcks aco 

dCTtaDy rr 

do < 

lt| 

wipng out 
the 

ler 
hedgehogs and cute 
ltdypvdj 

around 





the vegetation 

Even worse are 
the ghosts That 
occasionally put in ^^ mwwm „,,* nMi BmI lKi 
an appearance Vol a -# , tl|1 « n6llslt p | atflloB gflmo 

thOT - **! **K* fftv 9 »t t„t* II. A bit mor. 

you can make them ¥W j Bty vnald ban bwen hJm." 
go away by thro* AZAMFtrm M 

ing enough pies, ^ 

Look out too for Mrs Snitermose, who 
flies around on her broomstick gener 
aly makng a nuisance of herself, i 

Your aim is to c'knb right to B 
top of the forest collecting every $ffjj 
gle fruit along the way, H yo| 
don't colled alt lbs fruit yo^ 
can't move on to the nexl 
tevef Which is a bit of a 
pan i> the neck, really, 
onstdering that you 
have to enter a 
graveyard at one 
Mint to collect 
more fruit - and 
jump down a hollow 
tree trunk Eater on. 

If do eventually 
make it to tbe top 
wth an me fruit, 



(tough, a balloon 
comes down and 
transports you to 
the next level. How 
exciting! Or is it? 
The next (and final) 
level is in the jun- 




d»es are tougher and the jumps 
harder to make. 

Bangers and Mash is jolly enough 
m a kiddies kind of way, but its a bit 
flawed, it's very tough, for a start^ 
And there really isnt a lot of vamff. 
And the granges while r.r^HfH find 
not very •^■aniTi::-^ 
game task 
^B[£ only 



bbek'. 
^^There": 



gle again. Ther 

are no sub-ie.e "There's a fairly 

(like graveyards or hot though, Qem'sjM 

low tree trunks) th«s relieves -p i 




FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 



■ Pout worry roo much about rfies* diamonds (1) became you don'i need to 
coltoct them ill to finish the level - they Just give you extra points, W&at you da is 
collect *B the banana* j jj, applet and pears (your running total is displayed 13 1), 
Bangers (4) can snoot the hedgehogs |5) and other nasties with hit mud pie* 
(4|. So now you know? 



[•li 




Dittincly cheap and cheerful The Sangws 
spnTi eo aid be just about ar.ytfcmg. The 
animation h iffy too. 



A few minimal h jmt to let you know what's 
going on. There's, no music. 



Only tws leveii, but they're quite big and 
tough It's playable enough to ke*p you com- 
ing back to-- more 



CHEAT 



IDE; 

fin 





Welcome to another instalment of Cheat Made. This is where champion cheat-finder 
PHIL HOWARD brings us the month's best hints, tips, solutions, passwords and more... 
PLUS, of course, hill details on the gome pokes supplied on the covertape. We pay £10 
for the best cheats, and £20 for any pokes we use on the covertape. Send in your game- 
busting Info to: Cheat Mode, Amstrad Action, Beaufort! Court, 30 Monmouth Street, 
Bath, Avon BA1 2BW 



SMASH TV 

Dan ret Beeston of Ashton has put together a set of 
lips on how to get fid of the nasties in Smash TV 
torero <o involve a ot yf sLaridrnif it Hie corner). 

Fireball* Stake s„re you are at the opposite side 
of (tie screen. 

Tank Trouble Make sue you haw the Irebal 

gun arid stand at the bottom left of the screen. 
Wen the first tank comes hold down the Fire button 

until you destroy it. Then run to. the top left corner 
and fire diagonally to the bottom right (it needs a bit 
of ik.ll) 

Mvtold Man Stand n tin; tup tail gainer and f re 
diagorafy to the bottom right Resist any 
temotatiofi to coffee* a power-up while he is a»e 
'cos you'll almost certarty get hit. 



Stsnd in 
the top left corner 
and fire Hghl unfoi 
the fast Oft ts on the ■ 
screen inert snoot 
downwards until ail 
the orbs are gone. 



Stand some- 
where across the top of 
the screen and fire flown 

wards. Don't let any reach 
the top. 




Wlftlv 

towards the other. 



Stand in one top corner and fire 



Cobra doath Stand al Ihe top corner of the 
screen and fire to the other top corner, When the 



cobras get to your side of the screen wait until the 
go down and then run to the Other top comef and 

I fire the other way. Continue until they are ail 

'"- destroyed. 



■ad Armchair rhingian | single loop) 

Stand at the top left corner of the scree n and 

tire downwards. 



Rod Armchair Hiintjla* (doubt* 
loop) Stand at ttie bo left comer and fife 
diagonally to the bottom right 



Mr shrapnel Stand behind him and fire until he 
goes to the other Side ol the screen. When he does, 

swap sides and continue. 

♦ On the first level, when you get the choice 
go through a top door. F* 




Multiface Meritori 




thorn this 



Lots of letter* hav* b«*n flooding In praising th* ftnuot of 
CPC Network's Tearnway utifty, and asking tint I point out 
how good It If,,, wot thorv yw go It it ertr*mc4y good, and 
oafl dona Jamas Vertty. Now for the Mukrfac* pokes, all of 
l\L Curfawon of Tnwon* Say. Trunin, Petei 

ftDDHSS ku mrtct 
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Inf. skits 


Ntiaiitva 


6K* 


■ 


Inf. lit«s 


Saaottur 


na 


ee> 


Inf. tin* 




1781 


ee> 




Spaced tut 


SIS* 


m 


Inf. tine 


Ptter pack rat 


ITU 


» 


Inf. tim 




aor 


m 


StQf s ■ Ll; 


Slot 


e?3B 


M 


Inf. lives 
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Inf. lives 
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Crack up 


Oi the run 



Its cat 
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Stops deck 



MULTIPACl WAT Tht |t|t and (d> borer* the addreu Indicate 
whether Ihe poke was written for a tope or dirt gam* [they might work on both. 
In worth a try). Just in case you dent already tow to put In these BLACK BOX 
POKES, here are the steps to success. 

n) Load the gam* as normal 

b| Press the RED button on th* MULTTFACE 

c) Pros* T far tool. 

d) Pr oh * * " to make sura you tatoet th* code 
0) Press "H" tor HEXADECIMAL rnpuL 

fj Press *SPACE" for input 

g| Type hi the ADDRESS |4 char*ct»n I*. 3A7C) 

h) Type ta the POKE \1 character* k. A7J 

i] Pioaa ■ftETUIwr 

J) If than is mora than on* poke goto [fj 

k} Pt*M "ESC* back to th* menu 

1] Press "*r return to th* fame. 

fT return to th* game. 




DIZZY, PRINCE OF THE YOLK 
FOLK 

It looks (o me as though everyone has been playing 
Ltfdtnidsters games just lately. DtZZy, Rnnee of the 
Ycik Folk stems to be the game on everyone's 
CPCs and solutions have been flowing thick and fast 
(is that a contradictions in terms or am I mooing 
metaphors'*. 

Graham Upton, Jamie TaSbot, Philip Shaw, 
Simon Toller, Daniel Priest Steven Benbow (and- 
mum), Kevin Ffcbbens. David Robbins. Christopher 
Hawken, Jason Bnggs, Mark Qtrjon. Kerry 
Fothcrmghame, Rachel Huwis, Phiip White, Noel 
"Nez^a" Warham, Tim Johnson. Lee and Steve 
Kempirt. Jonathan Constable, and Andrew hackett 
arc the names I have so far.., (Now, i would give 
ycu ill prizes, but you know how Rod is f&ght as a 
ttrorars frocks so it's hand into the sack time for a 
winner, who is... Rachel Munns of Penarth. 

Well done Rachel, sorry to the nest of you,,, 
keep on trying, though. 

Pick up the kt, of Water. Book of Matches. Pre of 
leaves Drop the loaves by the door, use the 
matches, and then the water to quench the 
flames. Talk lo the Bugle boy who will give you a 
Magic Carpet, Go left and pick up the Heavy 
Pickaxe, fju right, tump onto the platform, go right 
twice. Pick up the Small Cage and talk to the 
iion. Go to the bottom of the hillside and droit me 
Pickaxe- Go left then up and get the Gold 
Nugget Go back to me hi side and drop the pick- 



Keypress special! 




Ai promised !«T fiHHltti, 

hero's a whole tost of k*y- 
prtnn hwn Paul Harper of 
Fotkcttone. As yet »me ot tnem 
art untested |l cant set hoH of 
all the games f, but here's Iheir 
chance to reach a wider audi- 
•nc* anyway. 






SKATIN 1 
USA 

On tho Urban 
Park tfrfe 
screen, type PARTY ON DUDCS 
[inc. spaces} and a message 



'Let MM gflod brrws ftsllT pops 
up. Ypu dim get Infinite Ihret 
and thott Watch out for your 
bonus. though, since h can atTJ 
i«t you, 

SPIKE IN 
TRANSILVANIA 

On tfw trtk set e*n hold down 
the keys T AB,Q,J,f r U.S,A tner 
the Space bar To start the game. 
When the game starts you will 
be m Pause mode Press space 
to restart and you wf haw 
■mm ■ 



DIZZY DOWN THE 
RAPIDS 

On the bti# Krtfli, bold down 

tho keys WGMOflE then start 
the gam* in tft* usual way - you 

wM And you new have tofinrte 
Ofrergy- 

SUPER KID IN 
SPACE 

On the Save the Work) title 
screen type PUT THE KETTLE 
ON GEOF (make sure you 
includ* the spaces) for 
mfinrt* live*. 




axe. Go right to the bank of the river Styx 
Catch the boat the careful to mowe jtang with it). 
Make sure that you haw the gold nugget. Talk 
to the ferryman. Go right to the enchanted for' 
est and drop the small cage by the Pogle. Go 
back lo the top of the ML Jump from the right of 
the screen and you should land on the cloud. Get 
the Acme bridge kit. Go up to the treehouse in 
the enchanted treetops, Jump onto the arte plat- 
form near the nght of the screen. Drop the bridge 
kit Ft/loving up jump from the rightmost platform. 
You should land on a cloud. Jump onto the next 
cloud and off the screen {but not from the 
edge of the cloud - you'll land in the nettles). 
Pick up the golden harp Go right and jump the 
rtver. Go up to the uppermost branches, then left. 
Jump over the awfully high clouds. Talk to St. 
Peter Drop the golden harp - he wfft gfve you 
some holy cheese. Go bacfc to Pogie and drop the 
cheese n the cafie. Take the Caged Fluffle to 
the caste'*, rear entrance. Drop Pogie by 
Rock wart and enter the castle. Go up the stairs 
and left then up the next set of stain. Go to the 
tasile ramparts and pick up the rusty old key. On 
the other side of the stairs and landing pick up 
the outboard motor. Go back across the riwer 
Styx. Give the motor to the ferryman. He ml 



give you a scythe. Return to the Tower draw 
bridge and use the scythe to dear the nettles. Go 
up to the Double Trouble screen. DO NOT pick 
up the spanner. Go through the inner sanctum into 
the the deserted tower. Use the key to unlock 
Daisy's chamber. Don't bother kissing her. it 
doesn't -work. Go back down, then past the bat 
and pick up the tweezers. Go to the top of the 
nil. Use the tweezers on the lion. Take the 
sharp thorn to the Double Trouble screen. Drop 
the thorn when you enter the screen. Go round to 
the top level. When the evil Dizzy walks over 
the thorn it wil die. Get the spanner. Pick up the 
brass bugle. Gtve the brass bugle to the bugle boy 
- he wil grve you a joly jokeboofc. Go to (be casfle 
drawbridge, drop the spanner on the jammed 
mechanism. Enter the gardens and talk to the 
prmrev* Give her the jolly jo k a book And She 
will give you the regal flag. Take lbs to the cas 
tie ramparts and hang it on the flagpole. The Bugle 
boy comes to see if the king is back yet. Talk 
to him. He calls the kng. who will make you prrce 
of the Volklolk, Go to Daisy and wake her up 
with a kiss. All you need to do is collect the cher 
nesto complete the game... 

...gasp,' 




Dizzy, Prince of the Yolk Folk 



Still piif jling ow*r ihii magical 'frggVenture? Well dent gel 'egg'-saspw ated 1 
This map, from Paul and David Garvin of Chvyd. is egg'zactJy what the doctor 
ordered, | P. 5- Pleata don't writ* in complaining about all th* egg" punt... 
they* e only in there for a b* of * yolk 



V*mA 




Prince of the VoJk Foft is pretty small by Dizzy adventure standard* 
Bui there'* still enough puzzling hers to keep you occupied for 
many an hour. It's also one of trie most playable and logical fit the 

Ditiy adventures.,. 
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CHEAT 



Lecatien •# Hi* cherrlwct 

• Above the dungeon in Trapped 

• By Ihe torch in A Few Tree* 

• Behind the smaB cage in Top of the Hill 

• Near the gold nugget in Top of the Kill 

• By the rocks in Hillude 

■ Under the railing in Tie Enchanted Forest 

• Under Pogte the Fluff e m The Enchanted Forest 

• Under a railing in Enchanted Treetopt 

• By some stone blocks in Edge of the Tower 

• On the cloud in Fluffy Cloud 

• On the rampart m Cattle Rampart 

• On rjie stairs in Cattie Rampart 

• In the bushes in Tower Drawbridge 

• Beneath the roof li c in First Landing 

• Behud strange mechanism m Inner Sanctum 

■ By the wall in The Deserted Tower 

• Behind the greasy spanner in Double Trouble 

• Under a clump of grass in Cattle Drawbridge 

• Under a clump of grass in The Castle Gardens 

• Under a stone block in The Castie Gardens 

TURTLES THE COIN-OP 

Ian Taylor says that after choosing a torte to go to 
the define keys option and change them to CHEAT, 
when asked to confirm your choice press N. Then 
select the controls you want for infinite credits. 




FIGHTER BOMBER 

A- Knevett ot Havant suggests that when you are 
wthn 25 m;les ot any Du Id ng/target, press H to 
pause and then hold the keys FJ.G.HJ.E.R. When 
you Fet go a white square Should appear on your 
HUD, press foe and you can watch the maverick 
gSde to earth and wipe, it cut Targ destroyed" will 
appear on the screen 




NARC, GOLDEN AXE & 
CRACKDOWN 

Alan Archer of Keynsfism has found a neat way ol 
~*^Bft"V| surviving twice as long 
1 on Ware, Golden Axe and 
Crackdown - select I 
player mode, then, when 
you are about to c4e h 
press the Space bar to 
actuate player 2. Pretty 
clever, eh? 



PAPERBOY 2 

Darren K Jarvis. a buddy 
of mine from up the road 

in Carvertori, Notts, has got togetner a bunch of tips 
for Paperboy (girij 2, Thanks, Darren K. I wondered 
who it was breaking my windows! TDonl be mardy, 
stay on the corsie and mek rt g'backards" - People 
from Nottingham talk like that - except, apparently. 
Robin HoodD 

• The control is quite fiddly and lakes a lot of prac 
tice. 

• Don't run into houses, people, cars, kerbs, 
hedges, in fact anything that stands still. 

• Get dose to the paper box and fire If you miss, 
keep firing papers until you get one in. Then, no 
matter how many of their windows you have broken, 
they will sriil subscribe. 

• Pick up as many bundles of papers as you 
can; you wil soon run out and cannot go back 
for more. 

• I: is better to go slowly until you know where each 
paper box is n advance, 

• On the second level, be careful! The castles 
fire cannon bails at you and the little chaps 
who run around carrying things will try to run 
into you. 

• On me third level, ihe castles fire two lots of carv 
non balls, and occasionally a purple van wil come 
out of a side road in a deliberate attempt to stop 
you fimshing the round. 

• Also, beware of running into prams, you may 
get extra points for saving Ihe baby, but can 
lose a fife if it isn't done property. 




If you're stuck on a tame, or you simply cant get 
hold of an old classic, send a postcard (or write 
on the back Of an envelope) 16: 



Sami Helpline 

AinilfM AulwH 

Etaauf ord Court 

30 M«flffl«wtfi 3 treat 

e«th a™* Mi uw 



Trie normal Helpline rule* apply; 

DO try to keep i quick and simple - name the 
game, name your problem, and make sure it's a 
reasonable request! 

DC Include your fret name and your tele- 
phone number. Sorry, we cant print fufl names 
and addresses. 

pONf try to Bdvertte "games tor sate' - thaf* 
what the Small Ads page is fur. This section is for 
people who need help only. 

Wanted: 464 taps versions of Grit Dexter 2 J or 
even Get Darter) and/or Doomsday Slues bye flF 
International. Willing to swap or pay reasonably. 
Sagar. 081 £64 2276 alter 6pm 

I am looking for the game War in Middle Eartfi 

[tape/***] 

Paul. 02S2 32044 after 5pm 

Has anyone got Spy** tn TransfrVinia for the 
Anwtrad 464+ on tape? 
Mark 0483 705051 

Help needed on SpetttKHitxi Diuy Where ■» the 
aqualung? Help given on most Dizzy games 

P*t*r,0703 6WQl mpiHliufs 

Does anybody knew the cheats fo» Salamander, 

Dragon Ntya. Cifztr and Predator? Help ftifffi en 

Operation Tbandtrbcrff. fwgftt Shift, Necvbt 2, 

Shadow Dancer Gods. Stood 1 Money and a few 

mora, 

Peter, 0302 855 10 7 63pm 



We want 
your maps 



The Cheat Mode section 4 set to get bigger folks, mrth more 1 
lor diagrams and maps - so get those colouring slides out! Each 
* we pabliih wins its owner* tenner ... Don't lorfct to ' 
map before you send If to 
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tvary month we put a eofleetion of gam* pokes on the covertape. These short programs 'modrty' the 
game code whan ft loads to give you alt forts of extra goodie* like mflmto lives, frnergy and to forth, 

Alto, where we con we give you equivalent Muftiface pokes to that you can get the Him effect 
using of» of Romantic Robot's little black boxes... 

Sw below for details on this month's covertape pokes , phis Instructions on how to U» IfWfll for flrsl- 
tJmert. PtUS tome tatty Mvhfface pokes... 



SWITCHBLADE 




whn his 'Acme patented poke Finding machine" 
and sorted pokes for Road Runner and Wto 
Coyote tiiat will give you infinite lives and a chofc e 
of &fc M levels. Graham hat alto produced a poke 
to slow the timer to half speed on Chevy Chase, 



Andy Price (Dunstable's demon disassembler) hat 
bathed together a disk poke for Gremlin s 
Switchblade, which gives your Him infinite Irvw 
and infinite weapons, 

ROAD RUNNER, WILE 
COYOTE ft CHEVY CHASE 

Gt ahani Smith, the tape 
game iter* herd, has beer, busy 




^Sft& 





# You'll find poke* 

for all these gemot on thl* 
month's tovertape! 



AA77 COVERT APE 
(SEYMOUR TAKE 1 
& FIRELORD) 

Tha AA 17 tape it cracked by Graham and supple i 
Seymour Take 1 and Fkekrt with Infinite lives. 



AA79 COVERT APE 

(RAN ARAMA & MAZE MANIA) 

The poko for the AA79 cover- 
tap* slows down the energy 
lots In Renarwna, and gives 
yaw Infinite lives on Haze 
Mania, I did it especially far you. ... 




/"*' 



New Kids Block 



1) Load Hi* poke yau want from Hie sovertape into yowr computer. 

3) Take out the teverfape and put in your game tape or disk. 

3) type I DISC If yew are using a disk pake. 



4) Type WIN to run th* routine (not RUN 

normally would) 



(CTRI.4 ENTER) as you 



T«W shOVld find that the game will load normally, 

or yew will ho given Instructions en 

what needs fo he dan*. 




r 



SOFTWARE CITY 
Unit 4* B.D.C, 21 Temple Street, Wolverhampton WV2 4AN Tel: 0902 25304 [Mail order only) 
Call us on: 24 Hour Credit Card Hotline 0902 25304 iEfl» E BB| 
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CorTiTHnoO. 






. 3-99 

...,3.99 

199 
3 9* 

.3.99 
-39* 

.39* 
399 
3 99 

- 7** 

-59* 

Ccrtaentel CVod -3.99 
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Cndct Master 9*9 
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Fire toss -Z99 

F.I lpmacto 9,99 

F-iaCorrJbatP>!« 3 99 

F-lOComJb*i Pilot CD.*.). 7*9 

Fantasy Wood Dazy 3 99 

F nenan San -3-99 

Fry flav The PM — .3.99 

Football Director 3 99 

hjolWttiOfT^Vtwrff i« 
Forgotten work* ,. 3 90 

Frank Bnno's Boing . ... ....8.99 

Garno Strrwer tdfton ,,,3.99 
G*m« Wrier EdrKjn . . .399 
GarylintJsrtHcKshcb 3 99 
GairtfctT.SiOeerjei 
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Heroes or IrieUnce .J.99 
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Monty Python 3*= 

MocrwaUer ....3.99 
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&*wBrm 3 99 
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Vit New 4 99 

NlfrtLeMaPi 399 

Wjnoerwy 3*9 

Wgrd Gee -esdertward, 
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*UT VHF%rf^rr*ria ft 99 10 99 



ORDER FORM AND INFORMATION 

All Cfders S*nt FIRST CLASS subj«,' I . dva.liibrlily Jus! M in ttw 

coupon and jscne tr 10 Software City 

Uml 4. BDC, 21 Temple $t^ot. Waiver hanpion WVJ iM 

ORDER FORM {Block Capitals).- 



Nam* „„,.„ 
Addrass .... 



Postcode 

Previous CuClon>Err YT.. 



Tal Ho 

B*f#r»nc« No. 



Name of gamb 



C0~p<.l>-T 
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TOTAL 
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CHEOrT CARD NO. 
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fcXPlHV DATE 



DATE 
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* ofr*'=- 



ENTURE 





Greeti or*, my most excellent adventurers, and welcome 
to the most bodacious adventure column in computer- 
land. So don those shades, read the column and party 
on, dudes! 



MAGAZINE NEWS... 

the 6alg fws had a few of N& favourite 
magazines drop through the gold let- 
ter bos tto month so I thought I'd give 
them a mention. 

■ Frst was Adventure Coder which is 
new up to issue 1? and sbl tjustl 
gong. I say just because the editor, 
Chns Hester, is hawig problems with 
lack of contributions So if you fancy 
passing on some adventure creat- 
ing/wnbng hints and tips then wnte b 
Chris to help him out. 

Issue 17 includes some amusing 
stories, letters, a review of a Spec 
tnim ad'/enftn-e dtsk^sed magazine 
and the frst n a series of articles enti- 
tled "How to make a thing/ which, 
step-by-sftft tels you how to wnte an 
aoWilurecf e&w in ISO for the Spec 
Irum. Since the Z80 chp i$ flw sa me 
processor as on the CPC. it should be 
of interest to CPC coders. 

■ Nest through fte gold letterbox 
was Members Pack 14 from the 
^ovenfure/s and Strategy Club - 42 
pages of additional material for the 
Reference Book ot Adventure. The 
Big's reference book is now very use- 
ful - it has over 350 pages of 



adventure reviews, fetters, hints etc, 

The Reference Book is a briiant 
idea and a great adventure ad but. as 
usual, there is rtfte CPC content and it 
is qute expensive. However it you're 
planning on keeping with adventures 
lor some years or if you have more 
than one computer it is wel worth sub 
scribing to. 

Tins issue's ASC also had enclosed 
a vobng form for the Golden Chalice 
Awards', an annual ceremony similar 
to the Adventure Probe awards. As 
soon as I get the resuts ill print them 
m these haaowed pages. 

■ Next through the post was the at 
est issue of Adventure Probe, which is 
now in its sixth year. Adventure Probe 
is of its usual high standard and as 
wet as the regular sections there is an 
article/interview wrth nearly al of the 
infoeom game authors (taken from an 
American bulletin board) and the sad 
news that Peler Knowles ol PK Graph- 
ics [the sister company of Gu*d 
Adventure Software) might be leaving 
the adventure scene as all his comput- 
ers were recently destroyed in a freak 
accident - hope that everytfirig works 
out Peter* 

■ Finally, the Bag was happy to 
receive a surprise package from 



Matthew Harrcxftne containing his 
farune A0K, Thanks very much, 
Matthew! AOK appears to be mostly 
techte stuff, but two of its 36 pages 
are dedicated to adventure (written by 
The Equaliser' who has some suspi- 
ciously famliar tips!) and is qute good 
although the print quality is quite poor. 

TK» detail* 

• Chris Hester. Adventure Coder 
West Lane. Baidoo, Near Shipley, 
West Yorkshire, BD17 5HD. UK Price 
£1 ,25 per issue 

• Tbt Adventure & Strategy Club. 
17 Sheridan Road, London £12 6QT 
Tel: (081} 470 8563. Price £2d/year. 
£14/6 months - write for more 
details. 

• Mandy Rodrtgues HBaln. Adventure 
Probe, 67 Lloyd Sheet, Llandudno, 
Gwynedd LL30 2YP. UK Price £1.50 
per issue. 

• Matthew Harrodine, Editor, AOK 
Farume, 155 HasHicks Green Road, 
Shdcy, Sol A J. West Midlands 690 
2LG UKPnce£l/is5ue- 

WO W ADVENTURE 
CONVENTION VIDEO 

for awn Adventure Prooe fans who 
missed the convention or who went to 



the convention and want to see it al 
again, WoW software has put together 
an hour long, professionairyedrted 
video ol the Ngh^hts ol me conven- 
tion. 

Notable appearances include 
Mandy Rodrigues HBaJg, Sfnon Avery, 
Larry Horsfield. Tony Coffms, Joan Paiv 
cott HPilg, Lama Patterson, Debby 
Howard, Dungeon Master (the colum- 
nist from ACM and the BaJg him self! 
The video costs £12 and is available 
from the WoW address at the end ot 
me next story— 

WOW NEWS 

Tak«ng of Wcw, Joan Pancofl HPig, 
chief of WoW software, has been i\ 
recently (get wel soon Joan!) but it 
hasnl stopped WoW as she now has 
the rights to all games previously sold 
by A'las software funder the guise of 
Mandy Rodngues HBafg}. This includes 
both of Bob Adams' games Grue- 
Knapped and MerVira Mistress of the 
Park, plus a couple of others. 

As well as gaining the Artas 
games. WoW also has two new adven- 
tures especiaty aimed at children - 
Big Too, written by Ronnie Slater, 

continued on page 42 T 




A 



GAC jjj^^jjjjjjjjjjjj jjjjjj 

If you have any questions on the use of GAC, specific GAC related problems and queries or 
hints and lips of your own then jot them down and send them to: GAC Programming Clinic, 
Amstrttd Action, Bcauford Court, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW 




DEAR BALROG, 

I bear p-eat Mine* tnr all adventure fan* 1 Within this 
mrum* it held Ihe secret of loading GAC from Ihe 
cwertape - without using the menu program. This, 
unfortunately, applies only to those of ut lucky 
enough to o*n dkk drives. My handy him wW alow 
al budding adventure writer* to produce a woririni 
dbc containing nothing but the GAC code, land ai 
that empty space to be filled by their adventures) . 
lit* ftr*» it*p is to transfer the tap* (Number 10) 
onto dbfc by foiowing the Instructions ei the maga- 



zine MsJce sure the disk swth ad the transferred soft- 
ware It in drive A, then type hn the following Mate 
profgetfo: 

ll 

•mory 47fff 

lut -Meng.binMttN 

Kk« eBin.ia* 

Fake IBlMJ 
,«k« am,* 

rnnT lie ' , b , I J9W ,17* S, ittti 



NB; Since there are no Ine number*, each 
command is executed immediately RETURN is 

prattfdi 

Once you have typed that Irtti* kit in, you should 
And a new He on your dish, 'GAC, BAT, 3K In length. 
Thb is a modhVd version t* the *MEhju»hr pro- 
grain. 

Now, al you need to do Is copy die 1 

tJM 

GAC BIN 
QSADV 



ADVENT1 



CLUE-SNIFFING ^jjjj jjj 

1 his month* scintillating collection of tint*, arc from Daniel VnorVy, Rrvndun 
1 1 u"' as m* t -oldrit k Phil Johnson (Nurthciiden), Mayur Main (Orpington), 
Chris Godfrey C Basingstoke), Thomas Christie (Grangemouth), Lee llatton 
(Northern Ireland) and Robert Melody (Surrey). 




NtrMf of Kara (»tp. for M € Chiial, 

■ Get the hoderboK and ight the marsh gas. 
« Kiss the frog. 

• Attack the barrow wight with the bible. 

• Bribe the guard wrth the money. 

Mobbit [asp. for P L Ramsay A M C 
Oiisalj 

• To pas 5 the eyes Jt Die forest - wear ring, west, 
wait twee, west, wart twee, west, north, west to 
Beom's house, 

• Elrond is used to read the map. 

• Wargs can be kited with swords, 

• Get caught by the got#ns to find the smal curious 
key. 

• Open al in Beom's house. 

» To cross the black nver, look across river, throw 
rope across nver i. repeat until Eands in boat), then 
pull it. climb into boat, 

Ktmtllla 

• To get the graphite, put the diamonds in crucible, 
put crucible m lumate, turn dial to on, turn dial to 
oft. get crucible. look in crucible, gel graphite. 



» From SciiHery, go right, up and right untf you 
come to wal monster, Fnd odd one out and face 
down, open door, go down, get pooon, drink potion 
in a permanently open exit and leave - you wil now 
have spells. 

L«rd of Ml* Ring) 

• You need the candle - go west from your house 
unti you meet a guard. Wear ring, west, remove 
ring, get candle and light candle with the matches 
and you'll be able to see where you're going. 



acrosa to a new blank dish (using CP/M or your fin 
<Slk copier) Mid you're swaf 

Artora a the r y, you can ute (t on the original efich. 
but it 6tmn not leave u much room tree tor adven- 
ture*. You needn't copy QS.ADV atraii. but it is 
handy to have around when starting to program a 
new adventure. I. Bin, however, is essential at K con- 



Lards af Tttaa 

• PJ out the bger's bad tooth, and give rt to the 
tooth fairy. Accept her second offer. 

• Take hour glass, look at picture, H, look, get 
matches and candle, wind and enter clock, turn cog 
(1 to % swing pendiiitn, open door and go north. 

Not ■ Many More r Nat ■ Penny Loss 

■ Ascot: Wart untl James calls m that Harvey is head 
ing to parade rings. Enter parade rings, I say 
professor porter, say chemistry (wart untl horse 
wins) invite Harvey to Oxford. 

Qvett foe HW Golden Egg-cup 

" In God's temple there is a lubber duck in the bath 
and the "Under thebedobjecf under the cardboard 
cutout of the bed. 

• Give the credit card to the man an the raft if he 
refuses to let you aboard his craft. 

• G ve bottle to Wongo the witch to get magic wand 

M§al f a Reveng* (for M u ory P*MJ 

• Once in the minefield go E and SE until you are 
east of a hut, E (guards appear), say anythatg, say 
anyttwig (bomb wakes up), introduce bomb. Jl talks 
in Rigeirian. Guards steal mine detector and run 
away. 

Scopeqhast - Pari 2 

• Dig around in herb garden to get card 

• To get hody to hail - run to attic, get socket get 
in. tie socket to body, get out, get plug, down, exam- 
ine clock, open panel, put plug in panel, dose panel 
and push clock. 

Simply Magic 

■ At the start, go to the room of sadness and cry. 



tains the nuki GAC program, whereat GAC BIN it 
simply me toadar. 

To start up ttih new copy at GAC, simpry type 
WTttC" 
and before you know it, Ift running! 

By Hi* way, rf you change the l*il number 1 hi the 



■ Go to the room of happiness and give handkerchief 
to clown. 

■ Give pearl m the room of wisdom. 

■ Drop key in the room ol bewWermenl (everything 
is backwards so you nave to drop to gel!) 

Spiro Legacy 

* To get Bonio spel - While m the bathroom (of 
Abbeyvilel, stand or toilet and look in cistern - you 
will hnd a tun which has a computer disc in it. Take 
(tie disc along to the estate ofhee and turn on the 

com purer, put the disc in the computer and load 
program. 

Dun Dorach 

• Mi D J Gartan {there's a lot of people not using 
their first names this mantra comes to the aid of a 
reader in the January issue ot AA who was stuck in 
Dim Dsrxh - to get through the locked door in the 
Alchemist shop you need to be in possession of a 
Patina From the Assayer, 82 Silver Street - thank 
you Mr Gahan! 

Shad awn af Mordor 

Brendan Tegolas" McGoWrick has the clues needed 
to solve Jonathon Constable's proWem m Shadows 
of Mordci - you simply fO£ RAFT WITH BRANCH 
to get the raft across the swamp. 



Contacting 

the Balg 

To contact the Balg, write to him at: Amstrad 

Action, Future Publishing Ltd, Beauford 

Court, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath. 

AVON BA1 2AP or e-mail at 

caisiw@uk.ac.leeds dcs. 



■h 

Fill 

lllIM to a 2 ttmi 

save. [changing the name to Belel you get a tie 
that can run the Southern Befle game direct. 

Austin Donnelly 
Glasgow 



GAC COMPETITION ENTRY FORMAT 

A lot of pooplo have written asking for what they should send with the GAC games they write For the competition, So here they are - the full compo ruled 



1 , The game mutt ba GAQsd (h rt a GAC competition after all} 

3. it must be one pert only (the covertapc won't hare ream for a multi-part gamtl 

3, Yw can tend your game on a tape or dttk (although l"d preler Ihe game an 
disk), but rf you want your game back you most include a stamped self addrested 
envelope. 

4. fan mutt tend a solution and map with your entry (I can't be eipected to play 



hundreds, of GAC games without any helptl. 

3. It would help if you lent any relevant instruction*., 

6. It would also help rf you wrote why you feel your game Is good - outline any 
diver puzzler, amusing responses or strong pCints. 

7. don't forget you can also mark your game as PD if you'd like Oebby Howard of 
Adventure PD to stock the came if you re not the kicky winner. 



ENTURES 



HELP 

Th* La nil and ladles of Adventure 
freely lend their skills ts lets experienced 
adventurers out there. Remember, 
though, that they art dolnc this (or notti 
ing Ptease ttick to the time* specified for 
phorrg calls, and pluaCQ kMp your 
requests as short and sweet as possible! 



My vtet y of Hi* Indus Valley. 
Andy Clayton, 29 Portman Road, 
Scunthorpe, South Number side 
DN15 8PD Id: (0724) 872135 
between 6pm and midnight 

Aftershock * Big Sleaze « Colour of Magic 

* DAA • Dracula • Escapo from Khothima 

* Eipktnage Island » Fourth Protocol [Pt 
3] • Frankenstein * Hunchback 1 • Imagi- 
nation • Mega Bucks • Message from 
Andromeda - Mordent Quart • Mountains 
of Ket (FT 1) - Return to Eden * Sea base 
Delta ■ Shard o( Inovar « Sovls of Darken 

* Star Wreck ■ Stormb ringer • Suhtunk • 
Top Secret « Warlord « Werewuff SupjIs- 
tor ■ Wiibii ■ Wcifman, 
Dawn Greastnx. 10 Chatsworth 
Drive, Chads moor, Cannock, Staffs 
WS11 2EW. 

Hrlp with GAC Programming. 

L«n Towntend, 61 Lower gate Read* 

Ace ring.! on, Lancashire BBS 6LN. 

Crispin Crunchy ■ Gnome Ranger ■ Met 
tags horn Andromeda * Scapugliort • 
Simply Magic * Talisman ot Power • Tap 
Secret •¥ ark on Rl- es 
Jay Hon osut onto. 41 Thriftiield. 
« Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP2 SYH. 

Of 

0) Tel between Mon-Fri. 4,30-9pm 

*" (0442)242957 

3 Adult II * Boredom • Deade rider* • Dun- 
"^ geon • Firestone • Gnome Ran gar « 

MrtchhtKcr's Guide ■ In gf id s Sack ■ Jason 
q £ the Argonauts * Lancelot * Qunf lot 
l ttre Gordon Egg cup * Ngtl'G Revenge ■ 
O ScapegTtort * Smashed • Tiipan • Venom. 
^ Richard Jamiesan, 79 Land; Street, 

Rothes, Aherlour. Banffshire A83J3 
£ 7BB, 

m Aftershock * Football Frenzy • Gnome 
*g Ranger • Kent ilia • Knight Tyme ■ Mega 
Bucks • Rig«IS R«vtHii(» - SedbaTB Defla 
Jon Bingham. 10 Cowslip Walk, 
AmWecote, 8 net ley Hill. West Mid- 
lands DY5 2QPJ. 

A 

Bostiary * Blue Raider ■ Firestone • Quad 
X . Wizards Castle 

Lee Davies. The Flat, 415 Whitehall 
* Road, Bristol B55 7BP, 



and The last Snowman, written by 
Margaret Crewdson (authoress of (tie 
Angelic us advercujres). Both are for 
ages 9 to 90 and The last Snowman 
comes personalised vwm the chiefs 
name. Prices ate £2 tape, £4 disk. 

Jean is also releasing a new PArY 
game by Steve Clay called The Tax 
man Cometh. Apparently you pi ay the 
part qI a tan inspector and you have 
to colect money from various people 
(Ken Dcdd and Josef Locke watch 
out!) Disk-only at £4, Joan asks that 
you please speedy what machine yw 
have so that she can configure the 
game 

* The address, for Wow Software 
is: Joan Pancott HPilg, WoW Soft- 
ware, 7fl Radlpole Lane, 
Weymouth, Dorset DT4 9RS. 

YARKON BLUES II 

Jason Davis ts at this moment putting 
the final touches to Va/ton Sties X, 

which wi\ be released by WoW 
software. 

If if s anything like the crignal, iff I 
be a good game. And it's a two-barter 
as well Price is £3 on tape and £5 for 
the disk version. 



GAC COMPO 
ENTRIES... 

Edmund Sprcer has already written 
his entry for the GAC compo and has 
put rt m Data PO for an to look at. 

Vgu play Madman Peters who 
must rescue Princess Maryarme 
Tooth from the Baltkogl (Grrri - Bate) 
Edmund has also asked that I plug his 
adventure column in Atthoal bleb 
gence [the magazine) and his games, 
else hell set ha retarded killer l»h on 
me, Consider them .Edmund! 

However, please please please 
could I ask you readers not to send 
your entries into the GAC compo ^t. 
You Ve got months to go before the 
closing date and its pointless sending 
your games in early as you might 
miss some valuable hints and tips 
from the GAC Clinic! 

NEW ADVENTURE PD 
LIBRARY 

KAT (Ktron's adventure team) PD has 
recenljy been set up by Kiron McLel- 
lan, who is looking for software to put 
in his Lapeonty Ibrary. Write Id Kiron 
at: 35 Compton Place, Erttft, Kent 
DAS 112V lor more details. 



ADVENTURE SWAP- 
SHOP 

Simon Avery has just started an 
adventure swapshop. He writes in his 
letter, "rfs sort ol a helpline in which i 
help adventurers to find games that 
are not available through the various 
companies. The idea is that if I can 
get people to send me a list of adven- 
tures they have and no longer want, 
then l can compile a database, Then, 
anybody loafing for a certain game, 
or a general list, could contact me 
and Til put them in touch with whoever 
may have that game." 

Al Simon asks is that you send an 
SSAE when writing to fin so that he 
can reply if you want to sell some of 
your adventures then just send Simon 
a list ol the games they want to sell 
along with the pnee for each game (P 
& P inc.) and his or her address. Any 
phone number would also be appreo 
afed so that the buyer can check the 
game isstjl I a/ad able. 

A great idea, Simon, and I hope it 
works! For more details wnte to 
Simon at; 71 Fere Street, 
ChudHeigfi, South Devon TQ13 
O+fT or phone (06261 854339, 



balrog's postbag 

Here's where the Ba!g gnashes open another hatch of readers' let- 
ters. Cot something you want to say. an adventuring query or a 
useful tip? Write to: Balrog, Amstrad Action, Bcauford Court, 30 
\lon month street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW... 



WHERE'S MY BOOKLET?! 

Alter applying for your GAC Docket enclosing a cheque 

for £2 99. I also wrote another letter to you with no 

response.,. 

MrWard 

Dorset 

I sent for a GAC booklet in December but have received 

nothing - Whaf s going on!?!... 

Brendan 'Logolas* McGoldrick 

Strabane 

Six weeks have passed since ! sent a cheque for £2.99 in 

respect of the GAC Booklet offer, I have not received any 

booklet and my cheque has been cashed.., 

Mr A D Urquhsrt 

Crowbo rough 

I still have not. over two months later, received the instruc 

uor. booklet for which I paid... 

John Doe 

Worthing 

Afgh? The demand for the booklets was to great that rt was 
no longer simply a case of photocopying copies to sand out 
- AA had to arrange for hundreds to bo specially printed, 
and that's what took the time. However, iff aD been sorted 
out now - anyone stiM warring should call Future Publiirikif'i 
Sornarton office on 0458 74011. Apologies to all who 
rocohv'iHl than- boofclats lata - hut don't worry. thor*'t rill 
mnrrtfat Mm *h» fliwim rt**» t4 H» RAH wmnnl 



YO BALHOG MAN! 

My triends have lent me a couple of these weird adventure 
games The graphics are mega awesome but they won't 
respond to my totaly cool £400 ioy Stick! I tefl you man if I 
dont find a solution to my problem Til eat my Nikes and 
burst the air bubble, 

The adventures puling me are Heroes of Karn and 
the mega wicked Hobbrt Get groovin' and give me some 
tips to get me started or II smash all my Public Enemy 
records! 
Love, 

M.C. Chisel 
P.S. Gel a grip on yourself, find some decent clothes! 

Vo MCI Consider Ihos* tips printed! (Although I tOU think 
you should destroy those public enemy records'] And •» to 
my clothes tense - I always thought bloodstained leather 
suited mtf 

EYE OF THE BEHOLDER ON CPC? 

Can you get Eye of the Beholder on the Amstrad (a tape 

version)? 

Michael Parkinson 

Southsaa 

Napa, sorry Michael, Eye Of the Beholder is a 16-brt game 
and I very much doubt there mil be plant to convert It ts 
th* lima old CPC 



TOTAL! The only magazine dedicated 
to Nintendo gamers, full of reviews 



T 



7\ 



Super l\IES! 






PLUS! 

GAME 
BOY! 







i 



MB, 



HtchOff, 
Hook plus 



100% 



1 



nt mag ** 



r _ s3£- 




,„ Mt C1-M 






Wrrttl* 

Martial 

Turtle* - **• 

Ctl* *+ 



In* 






£r..v< 



^•H 



SUPER 
NES! 
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Get to grip* w** 11 
on Super WES and N 






Jiip*r S***** 
and *■#** 

MORE 

Nintendo 

than *ny 

other 

mag In 

Britain! 



pages of tips: Ba 



I 

12 pages packed with tips for 
Batman, Terminator 2, Digger T. 
Rock and Star Wars. Plus all your 
game questions answered! 






Quick Andy, hurry up with that 
paint! When people see that there 
ar* real Turtles in the mag, they'll 

fall over themselves to buy a 

copy. What a great idea, eh? And 

it wm mine, not yours hut mine. 

My idea, mine! Hahahahaaa! 
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FACT: More Nintendo 
products reviewed 
than any other mag in 
Britain! Game Boy, NES 
and now Super NES! 




200 competition 
winners will walk 
away with their 
Game Boys tucked 
safely inside these 
smart holsters! 



9E 

Yeah... shame you 

didn't have it a bit 

sooner, though - 

we've been spotted. 

Um, hi 1 there potential 

reader person {gulp!) 



Got a Nintendo? Then get TOTAL! 
Issue Six is on sale right MOW! 







j8n 

fle* *C ATM 

mfim 



A GAME IS MADE 





making a game of it 



PART TWO 

phic detail 



Flaunting designer scruff and skate punk 
cool, Pete Ranson reluctantly tidies the Ion of 
design notes, invoices and sketches covering most 
of [lis desk into nice neat pries, and places these 
beside Jus computer. Photoflraprsex lan fox jams his 
tripod between two taWes, does something with a 
Igtit meter, and starts snapping away, 

tfs month two of our How a Game is Wade 
series, and the M tour bus has landed tn 
MacdestieSd, the home of Big fled Software, Big 
Red, as anyone with nothing better to do than read 
the title screens ol games wii know, are the dudes 
response for the development of many of the big 
Codemasters games; various Dirzy games, a! the 
Seymour games, and so on. 

One of the many prefects they are working on at 
the moment is our adopted game, Seymour in the 
Md West. I asked Pete how it was going and he 
looked a bit philosophical 

'Usually we get the whole plan of a game m 
advance, but with this it's just a smal trickle oF 
things as Ihey come in," he reveals, struggling to 
find the items sn question on bis now cruelly tidy 
desk "What we've got at the momeni is a typedup 
plot lor the first act and a sketch of the map for the 
act, which Paul has done." 

The plot, once rediscovered, reveals that vww 
West sees the controls set firmly lor iivioke city. 
The outset of the game places Seymour outside 
Codemasters HQ, inside which he wil be exchang- 
ing goshes with, amongst others, icily PR dude 
Richard Eddy, head hone ho Dave Darting and recep- 
tionist Claire, 

"Basic ally Id go through this." says Pete, mow- 
ing his pen down the plot sheet ike a maths teacher 
going through your homework with you, 'circling 



The second instalment of the Seymour in the Wild West story is all 
uImuh graphics. Oncv :i#aln it's ADAM PF.TT.RS spending most of the 
AA travel budget an train fares... 

The Macclesfield posse 





Here are our chums from Big Red * On the l*ft ts fete Ramon, who it 21. He did * lot of *w* tor hit brother 
Paul while at school, working on games Ilka Strike! and Raittartcftn for Binary Dctign in Manchester . Leaving 
Sixth form college after a year to go 10 art school, he decided to wort for his bro full lime (at Big Red} after 
being unable to got Into any polys « Fred 'nfliliami, on tin right is 29 end ho'i got a degree in engineering. 
He fried to gat a 'proper job' but couldn't So he replied to an ad tor a computer garnet wM*i\ and thtit the 
Pete and Fred partnership was bom * Alto invoked are Terry (who live* in Devon] and the afore mentioned 
Paul, who now works at Codies HQ in Leamington, 



any characters or objects that wel need sprites 
for, If we've done any Similar games in the past we 
can use the graphics from them, in this case 
Seymour Hollywood and Super Seymour, as a start- 
rig block." 

it's not |ust a case of digging up the old 
Seyrnuur sprite and chucking that straight into the 
new game, though, Whist Dizzy looks the same 



throughout his adventures, the intention \t for 
Seymour to don a different costume' tor every 
jaunt. Hers, as Pete explains, lies one of the first 
problems to be encountered in doing the graphics 
for VW rVest. 

"Seymour is going to be wearing a cowboy hat 
throughout the game, which would normally simply 
involve adding one to the sprites from the first 



softie spot 

TRAVEL THE OCEAN 

Stupidly getting on the wrong train .it Mace station, 
instead of travelling norm.' (Bristol), Adam ends up in 
Manchester. Making tire best of it, he decides to visit 
can Software while he's there.,. 



As the Happy Mondays got tied up with 
itospitalt and drug clinics, and the 
Stone Roses try to get their heads 
-.ether after a lengthy court caw), to 
pivotal role Manchest«f he Id within 
H music culture a couple ol years 
ags tut disappeared Saggy is yester- 



day's genre, with attention now 
focused Instead on the grunge metal- 
lurgists of West Coast America and the 
Hjchno boffins cf Eesox 

that'* not to say that Manchester 
has est boring, Far trom it. the 
AthcfTE/t-DS Anjjelei of the? narth it still 



tl» most happening English city after 
London. The town it ful of record 
shops [try Pteadily Records in Brown 
Sheet and Eastern Bloc in Oldham 
Street], weird pubs (the Dry Bar in 
Oldham Street, designed fey the same 
interior designer at the Hacienda club] 
and to forth. 

Probably the groom eft place for 
shopping ii the excellent Afflecks 
Palace, just off Oldham Street (again - 
what a roadl|, which offers four levels 
of clothing stalls, record stalls, hair- 
drossorE and the like. There's a fair bit 
of deilgner stuff there, including a 
branch of Red or Dead shoes - they 
ttt rout act Doc Marten hoots. 

But bobbins to clothes and 
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■ Hal -chow. It's our linger- 
waving, leg-letch ing. martial 
arlf chwm Ken fraeaj Oeooit. 



records, huh, you want to know about 
computer software, right? Manchester 
is home to bra mhos of variant -com- 
puter games stores, including Virgin 
Garnet Probably the best of dwse 



HOW A GAME 



IS MADE 




■ If • a hard Ilia ah. Hi it gam* atavalapasant malarkay? You have t* put your (o»t up an 
desks and star* Into space n lot. Hs ho. Juit kidding, hard working Big Bnd dunWt, 



game. Unfortunately, the sprites are of limited size, 
and there isn't fpom in some to lit on the hat It may 
be a case of doing the hat as a separate sprite, like 
we did with the cloak in Super Seymour," 

Pete talks with glee abort how much he is look- 
ing forward to rttid West beine a great !an d tjhe 
whole western genre. There's gang to be all the 
expected stuff in it; tepees, wagon trains, every 
thing," he says. No doubt he'l be watching plenty at 
westerns with a check! st by his side, if the embar- 
rassment he says he feels, when recalling an object 
that was missing from Seymour Hotywoad is any- 
thing to go by, 




■ Look, 1ft a CPC, Over tttora, In th* ear- 
ner. And If f attached to that PC Thry ' ,<■ 

^ «rm, Interfacings. 



It wasn't till later,' he confesses, 'that I realised 
there werent any camera? in it anywhere - a game 
'.hat was supposed to be set in Hollywood with no 
cameras to be seen! So we did Seymour fake One 
{$ mfltgame fearured on Ifte AA77 cove/rape) and 
made sure rt had a camera m it* 

Throughout Efis confession, as indeed through- 
out the whole interview, partner in design Fred has 
been stent. He's been sitting in the corner fading 
about with rjie Kkdour graptoc s for the CPC ver- 
sion of Gret £ Fella. He's on his Feet now though, 
gathering his tongs h preparation lor the long com- 
mute back to hts Birmingham abode. Pete wants to 
go home loo, Time to leave, I guess, 

Macclesfield has something of a reputation as 
the archetypal northern smalltown; grim, grey, 
grimy, a BttJe narrow-minded, a brt depressing, and 
possibly a tad too resentful of the outside wo- Id But 
m amongst all the sJcn and the smoke, on a com- 
puter screen oo the ground floor of a smal office 
block, a new world is starts* R to take shape 

if s a world M of brightly colgured wigwams, 
saloons and three-pointer! cactuses A world wh-?rc 
every problem is approached with a smile, and 
every discovery is met with a "goshf Ifs a big, 
brash, cute and challenging little devil of a work), 
and well be taking you back there in tour weeks 
time. Don't be late, 



Brave pew 
world 

B3DDBQBBB 
□ GBHIIIIO 

■ A tnall [i/natt?) selection of iprltes 
frill the CPC Seymour aOOJ to Hollywood. 

Big Red use two different PC packages to product 
the graphic* lor the CPC versions of garnets the 
first, DPaint it an art package which can emulate 
any screen mode (CPC, Speccy, ST, Amiga, etc]. 
The sprites are touched up and coloured in on this, 
having b«n drawn on paper and then scanned in 

Graphics from DPafnt can than bt Imported into 
Animator, a dead expensive program which, as you 
can probably guess from its name, producri the 
animation. Any character mat it expected to move 
wfl need lets of different sprites, with feet m dffter- 
nnl places, or whatever. The more drflerefli petition* 
there are, the more fluid the arurnabon. 

A sprtto is positioned, the program mom on 
one frame, and then me next sprite In sequence is 
pasted down. Ifs the same technique used In those 
fllCk hook (hints that <Q9q\ P»opk» draw in the cw 
ners of the paces ti their maths books. When the 
frame* ere Advanced in quirk sequence, the illusion 
of fluid walking v frying, or whatever) rtwdti 

The backgrounds are made up of lots of differ- 
ent sprites, specifically positioned when then map' 
It compiled The leaves of a tree, tor instance, is a 
tingle sprite placed lots of timet in etas* sequence. 




■ Choi C.dl*.. iay maw's fab 

adventur* beaio* In, OT, ItBH I nfjtOO) . 



CPC'HiM is Game, situated on tfio t rst 
floor of the cavernous Amdale Centre, 
The shop may have a mtnirn*lkt name, 
but Ifs got a maximalist (huh? - edf 
stock of games. 

Speaking of games, the biggest 
software hottte in Europ« have th*ir HQ 
just behind Manchester Central Library. 
Let's drop in on their karate chopping 
games Pit person {net project man- 
ager J Ken Lot May (nol Lecksley]. 

So. Ken what" s the score regarding, 
Hoc*. Space Gun and Nobocop 3 - are 
any Of them coming out on the Amstrad 
or what' 

•Honk was newr perched jn at 
being on the Arnstrad. but Space Gun 
dfftnwy wfll bo and ri should bo Sn- 



ishad quite f oon ' 

Good oh. but what about Robe-cop 3 
on cartridge? 

"Thai's rTot gtung (o he on cartridge 
any mom. due to seme proWtrm 
encountered, ftui rt wil be on disk tor 
the 6128** 

Are these problems the tame as 
the dHflcutoos encountered wrth Toki le 
the 128K total memory Itnut on the 
chip wasn't enough' 

"f don't* now." 

Like most of tho big softies. Ocean 
are rumoured to be pulling out of the 8 
bit market. Apart from T"H* Addattn 
Fanny, Sp«# Cun and RoOocop 3 
have you get any ether Amttrad 
releases planned 7 
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_ H»r»'i Monchetlfr, Not all af 
if yaw understand, jutt a small 
lirtf* bit of It. 

"Mot at the mcmorrT. mofgh wo stJif 
plan to produce AnKtrad versions of 
very big licences Expect lomefhirig 
around Christmas time. 

*We ve abo get a reairy actrve bud- 
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Vo, ft' ■ the Ocean elaytait 
dwdnt. May playteitar* - wot 
o»r r Iterol Tith, Borfisg pet*. 

get re-reJease laoef, of course. I 
Squad is stiJi dome 'CJify wef. if 
rftitg *i getting o.;gger. and we wet 
r#f*Jeatir)g a for more Atrritrad garni 
on thai in tfw fVhJnp." 
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ISSUE 711 • ££» Panj rr/wwd and bu^el sedan Ugns. 

f\retf s A&uoEt Ctese, faera**/ antf Shadow Dire*'. 

UK PRICE 
Original cover price 

OVERSEAS PRICES 
Eg^£5 IHstof World £7 

Posfaqe & Packing £1 per order' 

mtMttt of *ii* < 



Pti 




BACK ISSUES ORDER FORM 

Please send me the loB owing back-Issue* ■■•■;*:••;■■ ■-■ ■■■ - Total payment . 

METHOD OF PAYMENT (tick Ihe appropriate box) 
Vita Access 

Card no: , 

. Cheque {payable to Future Publishing. Ltd,) 

Name._._._ _..„._.. 

Add reg(.._ _ ._ _ _._ 



VDMI8I0N. T* 1 1 til 



orth "^jj whei 
•»?i n IT I 




Equinoxe 



EXCLUSIVE! By special arrange- 
ment with the French publisher 
Ubi Soft. AA can now offer this 
excellent music package 
(reviewed in the December 1991 
issue). Create, edit and save your 
own musical masterpieces 

* Disk only • 128k memory required. 
- The menus in the program are in French, 
hut the manual contains instructions in 
English 




QUIBBLE, 
NO-RISK 
GUARANTEE 

You can cancel your 

subscription at any time in the 

future and we will refund you in 

full for all un ma Med issues. 

You just can'* lose out! 



scribe 





Acti 




you subscribe - choose any 
. of these three pa.kag.s~ 

Blues 
Brothers 

Can Jake and Elwood save 
the orphanage? They 
might with your help in 
this great, five-level plat- 
form game... 




Soccer Stars 

A compilation of four 
superb football games: 
Kick Oft 2, Mtcroprose 
Soccer, Emtyn Hughes 
International Soccer and 
Gazza2 

• Currently available on 
both tape and disk - please 
specify when ordering 



orti "I 



Free Software 

when you subscribe (or 
resubscribe!) 

Free Delivery 

of your favourite magazine, 
every month 

Free Club 
membership 

All subscribers automatically 
get a monthly Subs Club 
newsletter 

• PLUS you get complete 
INFLATION PROTECTION for a 
year AND you GUARANTEE 
never missing a copy of 
AMSTRAD ACTiOM 



yes; piease enter/renew my subscription ro amstrad action at the all INCLUSIVE PRICE OF «,j M i 



12 ISSUES 



UR £29.95. EURDPf 1 47.25 RES! OF WORLD £63. TO 

Td c rtturc you mtotvtt your rr- j^ji-no j-id :jp* (jttck'j' and ur.-ixr. jg*d. jfi ovrrsojr t jfci cnplimt arr t*rtt At Mj,I 



MY CHOICE OF «IFT IS nutMMtt SOCCER STARS lap* disk BLUES BROTHERS tap* dish 

H you are Jfi *xkbnj subscriber pta»sa quote your subscription reference number h«r« - you m\\ find this on your address label . 

MY HI TOD OF PAYMENT V Wr W (WF TOTAL F-AYMEMT £ 



IQUIHOXE 



!J WA I . KOSS Utf* nrn ^f D QfWMofcew^ta^el'ttWH-etw 






yGNATVfit 



*DC*ES*_ 



TOSTCOOt 



bdc«ttecDupmi;» J i^i 1 * wch**^ wfeeMtlffltr itnfapieitn^UKTMft ACTIOM SUISCRirTIONS. FRHfOST SOMtTOft TA 1 1 Tit 

Ml: TOUt SU8KRIPTKJH Wilt BE NOCESSf D lUMIHATtLT IEJ! PLEASE ALIO* IS UTS FOE THE OEtlVERT OF TOUt SOQM. THIS COUPON II ViLID U*TIL JOIN JU*{ 1 Ml 



U/Mfi/Mtl 



Amslrad Action 

superst 





RODLAND 

Storm 

40 levels cl yuc^ cute 
pWrorm putting acton, 
You have to defeat tordei 
Of ietyjoly cute] ronslerj 
wiUi your rod - colect 
j the fawn to enter * 
, baiui stdfie. Very 
'1 cnlcurlui, wsry w»wl 
aid great for 

to£3 P 



. •: 



Rod land Cassette 
Rod land Disk 



Puce 



playm 



Order Ho 




BLUES 
BROTHERS 

rVfuvPabce 
NOT, Stnctly. 3 CofWiw™ o 4 
the f|m but a platform 
enplrjre and best-ercHrp 1e* 
twing ihe t*o lovable 
csaracter?, l*t and 
EJwod. Five levels, and lob 
so keep you gong 



SUV* up 
to £3 



£6,9* 
£12,99 



AM71C 
AMT1D 



Oesoipbori 

Blues Brother* Cassette 
Bluet Brothers Disk 



Pnce 



£8.99 



Order No 



£18.99 



AM710 




ive up 
to £4 



Descriptor. 

Soccer Stars Cassette 

Soccer Stars Disk 



SOCCER 
STARS 

frnpra 
Acotectni of lour anient Meter 
gamti IrccfudH Kk* Oft 2. 
MIcnoproH Soccer, £ mryn 

Hughtn Inter narloi '..i: Soccer 
and Gaii3 2. Four cf [tic bes< 
soccer games, o.*r published, m 
one- cornQfeJbrt An absolute must 
f cr lasbe fans evsrywtwre 



Pnce 
£9.99 



£13.99 



Order N o 

AAi71C 
AAfl73D 



See our 

amazing subscription offe. 

of free software on 

page 48 



AA 




Twob 



Description 
One binder 
binders 



F"ice 



Keep your vak*d 
ATiLtrsc Actoi 
majjaiir* ccfetinn 
tcfstner in tfis brsjtit 
red (wrier 

Order No 




FUN 
SCHOOL 4 

Database Sofrwre 
There are w games n 

each package, and three 
packages: one lor the 
under 5s, one lw the 5-7? 
arid qrw Kk (be ow 7s, 




save up 
fro £5 



£5.99 
£1100 



AA41TI 
AA+17K 



fcsciigrjwi Price Ofdw No 


Description 


Price 


TlcarCssj 19,99 MiKAt 
T. IcarS D«k ill 99 JiUiOD 


FrogDrsk 
5pyCi« 


£11,9* 

£9.99 


FrogCssi £9.91 AM51AC 


Spy D»k 


£119* 



Under 5i fTBddy Bear) 
can kern addition, drawing, 
painting, pKture^natohine, 
karaoke (5 and rearing. 

5-7i [FrcfJ leam no* to 
sort books, be a shop- 
keeper, do aims, arrange 

letters and numbers in 
sequence, match wsnds 
and type- 
Over 7s |Spy) can learn 
arithmetic, ansvrtr Ouss 
bons, convert currency, 
understand troetatfes and 
team geography and dates 

Order No 
AAttUB 

nam 
ktmtb 



MINI 
OFFICE II 

Darafcase Software 

Word processor, database, spreadsieet, label printer. 
erapNcs and conmtincsrmni - a f abnkws aWwe 
pack at an amawg pnce! 

Word processor Uses menus anchor embedded tori 

maids lor most funcfeons. L rls you import ie*t Irom the 
■tv Jdijb jit module. 



Move up 
to £4 



Database Five different Field 
types available Handles anth- 
roebcai luocboris, record softrg 
and more 



Spraadshoct You can copy iormiae or absoUte vat 
uh liom cell to cee, prm out oil or part of your 

^readsrieet and recateirliite itulom#ticallv or marually 



I printer Lets you design labas and "read' data 
from tJaiabase ffles. 

Graphic! Prodjus pie, bar or he Cflarts. Can accept 
data diectly front spreadsriee!. Dines graphs drectiy 
to printer. 

Comnw Range of comrns protocob supported, plus 

fits »ved dmfrctly to memory or d$L 



Description 



Prt i 



Order No 



Mini Office II Ce lt C13.W MiTvM. 
Mini Office H Ditk £1 5.99 AM70AD 




t4IWi i 




AMSTRAD ACTION MAIL ORDER 



Name 




Address 




Postcode Phane number 




Method of payment (please circle} Access • Visa * Cheque * 


P0 


Credit Card Mo 



Description 



Price 



Expiry date 



Please make all cheques payable to 
Future Publishing Limited 



TOTii ORDER 

• fv werieti orden »■£■» Bj'«f« prk«ion04M 74011 

SEND TFflS FORM TO: Anwtr*d Actjon, Future 
PubHshirtg Ltd, Freeposl, Somertm, Somersel, TA1 1 7BR 



Order No 



□lamtlltlifiitiwthikMer Mwi 



Prices include POSTAGE, packing and VAT - NO HIDDEN EXTRAS 



COMPUTER REPAIRS 




• AMSTRAD AUTHORISED • 



Quality Assured! 

Fixed price repairs on many machines 

Over 2500 square foot engineerins complex 

Top quality technicians at your disposal 

All work warranted 

Fast turnaround 

Simply post or hand deliver your machine 

and we will do the rest 



WTS Electronics Ltd re«rv( tfie rtgln to refu« machlnei 
th«t kn th^re opinion qw beyond fe«cmable repair 



Amstrad 464 
Amstrad 6128 



Colour monitor 



Others 



£37.00 

C41 ,00 (extra if disk drive 
needs complete 
replacement} 

£15.00 Dte3nostic charge 

plus quote 
P.O. A. 



Pleaie supply eve nlng arx} daytime telephone numbers 



Tel: 0582 491949 (4 lilies) 
WTS Electronics Ltd, Chaul End Lane, Luton, Beds LU4 8EZ 




$IOW.TaMINA7ION 



USE V0UR 

VOICE 

TO 

OUTDflAW 

THE 

GUNFIGHTER 

WIN BIG 
CASH PRIZES 



TREASURE 




SD MICROSYSTEMS ^ 



uWAJ-:t»rr* nam. FOfcn 36 LSI JH Cd c*jyn Ho fv nn :twg 3c ^ *'.r aj ;m» Trwt 



ill 



Vtl MAX! DRIVE 
ONLY £84.95 

' \ftctsbUi iirpplied. jiixtpliig in & go? 

* tdtul 2nd drirr for *W6 1 i&dUS- 

' Sidr-w-ifih U» 'nmiriwii i mifvtibilitY 

* fatttuui to tSOk. *€OK SSd m S&0K DSd 

* Fnt DWK w(i*eiv W $ * J- S* ditksJ 

* FjMo nn'/b ttf H) Jt 3.5 ' (JjjJb / 7. SO 

* 612$ W**.i adaptor ■ add (5 00 am 

* L'K DtimrY i 5 W jw*r/i ?. W »ifrf*n 

* Fr'Jh g'it}r«'Ttftd ft'r 12 J»TrtiijjM, 

Tha SO Dnvr icnAs iiriii fttU grrui* ■ ACti 

2 IN 1 CPCFC FILE TSANSFEK...CZ4.95 

Requires CPM - *n<l J. 5" drive lo npuratc 
Wc uffn rPCTt .JiiL nuiir; i» hi In m ...£5.00 

Page Publisher ..£24.95 

*UI ; d*-ii*WDlTr<KiJn6IM<ir«fl<iNlr'd*M 




A Selection of 
Serious Software: 



Picture Disk t & 2 teach} ..£12.30 

Clip-Art fru Papr Pub-Stop Pion Uluk i 

Picasso Art ., £14.95 

Pimvrfu! u.re«n it-tiun jtiuJ jinm p.u kjjfc. 

Disk-Base file Organiser -£12.50 

iirt[imjtii\i , i\ intlm-v hw: tusk orilrtfxftt 

General Ledger 6128 .£29.95 

Si:ri|'lifn-Ll h»i-.ini->* t» x>k - kr-i* | itn (( xv^lcnn. 

Mailing List .......£12.50 

$f*n L ialisl asliliv $<i Iilinnnfrl'.'lttltd piillkl- 

MiniYOtlur program* aviaUblr from hamt 
firwuf U"<i'njm'n /mYTTii' h'.i! i,i , .re /* 
SAL for list. Mi if. 00 posttpMcking am 

ifi"i,t>*pifrw:«r >ititr<\ liiK) 



Wh*n ordering please state CompulcrfPrinter type. Cheques/POs to: 
SD MICROSYSTEMS (AAI H) BOX 24 liOLBFJVCH LZNC& Tel: (flMHMJ 32252 



AMSTRAD GAME CARTRIDGES 
FOR 6128+/464+/GX4000 

TITLF BOXED WITH UNBOXED HO 

INSTRUCTIOHS OfSTRUCTIONS 

Klax £24.99 £14.99 

Fro Tennis Tour ,....£24,99 „.,.„.£14.99 

Batman ,. .£24.99 £14.99 

Operation Thunderbolt. 1^4.99 .................... £14.99 

Barbarian II...... £24.99 £14.99 

Navy Seals £24.99 £14.99 

Robocop II £24.99 £14.99 

Pang , £24,99. .............. .....£14.99 

Switch Blade £24.99 .£14.99 

No E?dt £24.99 £14.99 

* Special offers: L0 Unboxed games (all different} £100.00 " 
Amstrad. GX4000 Game? Consoles 

with free game £59.99 
Amstrad Paddle Controller £9.99 



Amstrad MP3 Modulator/TV Timor, 

for use wllh CTM644 monitor ..,..£33.99 

Amstrad CPC464 cassette mechanism with 

tape head and motor ..„, £29.99 

Amstrad 464 head alignment tapes,.,.,, ,,..£9. 95 
Prices include VAT, postage and packing 



All orders by return; Cheque/Visa/ Access 
Trade-in-Post, Victoria Road, 
*— ■ ] Shif nal, Shropshire TFll SAF gj 
' Tel/Fax (0052) 462135 



3.5" Mega Drive £79.95 



(Including FREE MS800) 



SVOK pur disk * Side Switch * Mutti Compatible * 
* Ext, PSU * Compart Size * Diiui Made * 



Ti'mit' r.iltffthii:*- MrifiiiiU- . Oversea* Order* Welcome % ; rj 



J.5" ft'iVii t,Vij\nhi\lil imuuhtft * 10/ _ 17.95 

3' Disks iAtmtifl} 00) _...._....„._.„......£ 19.95 

5' Dttkt \t» tafi^mrnhmtrnti ^ 115.95 

3.5* Disk Boj: Molds 40)... ...„.£7.M 

Printrr LtatS. . ,., ....._.,..,«,.... ,„ £7.95 

ft! 2S4M Plus Adapter „-... „.£9.95 

TV TIMER. 

(dock/radio)..,. 

•3 <£ CTJ (TV JitnerrChtck/Ttad 

FILE TRANSFERS 

CPC To/From PC s. PCWs and OlKers 

2 In 1 - £24.95 i MFU - £29.9* 

(Both prujlrunis run. in CPM+ - NOT CPM 2.2> 




SPECIAL QWER 
40 x 3.5" Disks ami Disk Box U! CZ9SS tU 



\i, .,:.-. twiih FftEBPmomyf „ »-.-,—.... - ...u&vs 

\t\ti(Xi .- t995 

64k OK trtmk^ RAM PACK.».... ....&9.9S 

256k TiKutmie* RAM PACK LS9. 95 

6t2» ROM,..,.., „........„..,„... £24.95 

FBI Disk Drive ( State Model)...,,, , 179,95 

BONZO SVPKR MtDUUt ., — », 

HOHJ.O flUTT, „....„ . „.£iX9S 

D0N7.0 WtiBATCN Ift« 

BONZQ FM3H PACK . ,, „ „....„...-,„ ...L9.9S 



Phone 



*• li>M fru snmt ti<u df^jHitt it 



A.II pric* 1 ? irtcludt VAT, PAP, & Intunuicc (lor VK <inly). 



E S 

■ Ills 

E M . m e* m 






- _JJ1 " - - 



»t * £ r M 

O — *i h b 




CREDIT CARD 

ORDERS 
(24hr Service) 



Phone 
0772 ■ 701248 



'E-INS 




AA's BASIC expert JERKY GLENWMGHT introduces three great 
programs to type in, plus his regular BASIC tutorial If you've 
written a program you think is good, send It to: Type-Ins, Amstrad 
Action, Beauford Court, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW 




HEY JUOE 

Here's 5K of compact code 
thafs going all Die way to the 
top! Paul Roberts of Warwick has 
crammed drums, bass and 
melody ines itio three sound channels to produce 
d cracking rendition of the Moptops' Sixties swinger 
Hey Jude, The junior tinesmith has coined accu- 
rate melody representation with clever use ot the 
noise- facirties and engineered a really lisTcnabie 
three minutes' wofth. 

A weNarned platinum (Jinch) disk and twenty 
quid is winging rts way to you oslwnte... 

(FpBk) 18-KDI m ■ Ml -b^P*. I . Rsbtr ti ■ C*s* ■ 3 ) 
<Hntj} 30'REH-fDP'ft#istrid'ftctici-Harsh-199E. 

{KlAu) 30EEA H«HHHHIHITI0LISE)HBHHH( 

tttBk) 4fl'rttDLirM!-B,BjIrffi'l,24iMX*2,li 
(Hifii) SB IrlX 3,S:B0RDE* '1: PAPER 6:PEM <2 
(PtfBj) M-EI:EH^1J,-I,4:ch=0:tf:i] di:0 u|:e 
{HuD j> 70 PRINT- STRIHCKlfl, "•*) j iFE* ■ 1 : PUNT*'* 

«*«Ei ■ JUK ■ h| i FuiMWwr t * ■ Us i ■ 3 )*•»' 1 1 

FEN *3 : rMMl ■ UHNGt ( « , "«" ) I 
fCtli) 38 - INK • 3, G :»RDER ■ 1 : P*PEit-0 rFEN ■ 5 
and*) M«Sll3-SSe:E'JESMa CKImMEB 
fHoflv.} iea-KE«»-ch, b* F dn # u L : IF ' ch=- 

IThXH-CQTu-Etl 
(PkDw) 110-SOUMD ch,t Pr dj,jl ^10 189 
<£pflx> UO-]lD('**HHittKUSK-Dft I A****** 
ttuBl) 13B-]>ir[B..],9,15G, 9,1, 179, 38,9, 1,119,38,1 

I 
Unfit) 14BOATA- 1,188,38, 11, 1,188, SI, 12, 1,0, 2,0 



,1,169,618,12 
<Ch9d> 159 DM* 1,55, 38,12, 1,99, 38 ,12.1, 80,St,l 

2 
<WU 1G0-DII* 1,8,2,8,1,58,68,12, 1,8,88, 8,1,1 

59,98,12 
<L«Bi) 179 DATA 1,142,38,12,1,134,58,12,1,8,2,8 

,1,134,128,12 
<CiAx> 168DATA 1,8,68, 9,1,119, 68,19 
<Ck(>} 198 DATA 1,142,128, 18, 1,8, 38,8,1,142,38, 

10, 1,119,38,10, 1,186,38,10, 2,358, 248,19 
<BkCJ) 268 DATA 1,159,128, 18,1,0,88,6, 1,159, 38, 

18,1,142. SB, 18,2.476,248, IB 
0*Cij> 319 DAIA 1,134,68, IB, 1, 99, 68,18,1,9,38,8 

, I, IS, 30, 10, 2, 535,340,18,1, 35, » .18,1. 113, 

38,18 
«*&} 22ft DATA 1,195,30, 10. 1, 113,15,10,1, 134,1 

5.18,2,351,248,18,1,142,128,18,1,8,38,9,1, 

113,38,18 
<Lx&> 239' DATA 1,1BS,28, 18,2,538,138,18,1,8,2, 

8, 1,106,58,10, 1,8, 3,8,1,166,38, 10,1,88,38, 

18, 1,99, 38,18,2, 536, 129, 18, 1,95,15, IB, 1, 99 

,16,18,1,166,38,18 
<JI«> 2«'DATA' 1, 113,68, 10, 1,8,88,9,1, 173,38,1 

8,2,358,248,18,1,155,38,16,1,142,38,10,1,1 

86,38,10 
OnCtfZW-WA-L, 188,38,18,1, 113,58,1B,1,3,2,B 

,1,119,38,19,2,478,246,18,1,134,88,18,1,14 

2,88,18 
<;CrCp} 2EB DATA 1,198, 38, 10, 1,173, 99, 10,1, B,6fl, 

8,2,319,231,18,1,115,58,18,2,8,2,8 
<PjE*} 279 DATA 1,142,138,18,1,8,38.8,1,142,38, 

18,1,119,38,18,1,186,38,18,2,359,248,19,1, 



159, 128,19, 1,8,68,8, 1,155,36,18, 1,142, 38,1 

9,2,479,248,10 

{»ptt} 218 "MTI- 1,134,(8, 18, 1,83, SB, 10, 1,8, 30,8 
,1,89,38,18,2,535,249,18,1,95,38,10,1,119, 
38, 10, 1,186, 38,18, 1,115,15,18, 1,134. 15, 18, 
2, 358,248,18, 1,142 ..129, 10, 1,8,38,6,1,119,3 
9, IB 

<*pGx> eWJATA 1,106, 28,10,2,556, 120,18,1.3,2 
0,1,186,58,18,1,0,2,8,1.105,39,10.1.88,36, 
18,1, 83,38,10, 2, 536,129, 1B,1,S5, 15,10, 1,89 
,15, 10, 1,106,39,18,1,119,63, 18,1, 9,68. 9,1, 
179,38,18,2,359,248,10,1,159,38,10,1,142,3 
9,10,1,166,38,16 

(Edi) 388 MTA-1, 196,38,18,1, 119,58,18,1, 8,2,8 
,1,119,38,18,2,478,249,18,1,134,89,10,1,14 
2,88,18,1,198,38,10,1,179,218,19,2,351,240 

,19 
ttltM 318 MTS 1,6,38,8,1,175,38,7,1,89,38,7,2 

,8,129,8,1, 199, 38,1,1, 166, 38,7,1, 111,29,7, 

1,0, 2,8,2,0, 129,8,1,119, 38,7,1, 134, 38, 7 
(IjCi) 329.MTB'l,l&6,6a,7,l,8a,38,7,l l lB6 J 98,7 

,2,536,248,7,1,19,68,7 
UlCf} '38 SATA 1,134,68,7,1,83,39,7,1,196.68,7 

,1,119,38.7, 2,638,246,:, 1,134,68, 7 
CHuBw} 348 DATA- 1,113,90,7, 1,186, 3B,7, 1,113,68, 

7, 2,479,248, 7,1,134,69,7 
(Xnlo} 358 MTA 1,142,30,7,1, 159, 39,7, 1,179,168 

,7,2,358,246,7 
(HEW 368-MT(i 1,8,38,8,1, 179, 50,7,1, 89,38,7,2 

,0,129,0,1,195,28,7,1,0,2,8,1,186,38,7,1,1 

19, £8,7, 1.0, 2, 9,2,6,128, 9,1, 119,38,7, 1,134 

,38,7 





I*y, were w* cooking wtti e» l*t month. Variables, formatting delimiters. 
INPUT statements - the works! And I'm wire you'll agree, especially If you va 
messed around wttji that "butter' coda, that a fragment of explanation and a bit ot 
ooodtinc is al you need to understand a BASIC program. Thft/re px u M w Iy 
designed 1o be understood - as we'll tn in later lesson*. For now though, Itfi 
continue with our ten task [...and BASfCl keywords 

Her*'* a tteng. Lfco values, strings can b* assigned to variable*. That it, you 
can assign and ma string variables as well as normal n umber-based variables. 

To denote a string variable, BASIC uses the S symbol. Hen are some 
examples 

Al 

Mffii 

Bunai 

HISCvKI 



BASIC TUTORIAL. 



. ..and so on, The dollar symbol it saying the preceding letter or word represents 
a string, and the string can be assigned and changed just Ike arty other vari- 
able". 

Assign firings to string variables Just »a you'd assign number variable*. So 

rttrttti'Tw TfftPKt" 
BU7TIHi="Jevor. Crtuiti* 
HltfOHti-IjiT 

The string to be aiisgnad It contained within iwwtad commas, and oWt forget 
to add the $ symbol to the end m the string variable nam* [otherwise BASIC wM 
assume you're frying to assign a string to a number variable and wM get upset!). 

Hart's a thing. Von can a chiag y assign numbers, as strings, to string vari- 
ables dws 



TYPBJN5 



OrtCi) 378**&tA.U86, 68,7,1,89,36,7, 1,196,88,7 

,2,536,248,7,1,89,68,7 

<PpCf»> SMMTfll^M.M.T, 1,99,38,7,1,116,68,7 
1 1,118, 38,7, 2, 598,248, 7,1, 134,68,7 

{EjB» 3S0-MTA 1,115,38,7.1408,32,7,1,119,58. 
7.2,471,248,7,1,134,68,7 

{HrP*> 4M &(MU«,38, 7,1,159,36,7, 1,178, ED, 
7.1,6,36,8,2,351,158,7,1,173,38,9, 2,356,36 
,9,1, 119, 39,18,2,358,38,10,1,164, 33,11,2,3 
£9,36,11 

(Fjjq) 4ier*r«-i i68,s3, 12,1, 8,i,e,i, tee, 68, is 

,2,482,128,12,1, 95, 38,12,1, 83,3.3. L£ 2,4?l, 
12$, 12,1, $8,53, ;e 

CBiDt) 4£e'C»»-i,0,2,a,i,ee,t9,i2,i,e.e9,9,:,i 

55,38.12,2,479,248,12,1,142,36,12,1,134,58 

,12 
ffltCr> 438 -MTA- 1 ,0 ,2,9, 1, 134 , 129, 12, 1,8,68,8, £ 

,478, 129,12,2,8, (9,8, 1,186,48, 10 
(Ml) 446-W&- 1,142, lEB.ia. 1,8,39,6,1,142, 32 

16,1,1:9. 38,18, 1,186,38,18,2,358,248,19,1, 

153, 128,18,1,8,68,8,1. 153,18,19,1,142. :«,1 

8,2,4711248,16 
<a«n} 458BATA 1,134,68,18, l,*l,68, 18, 1,8,38,8 

,1,83,38,18,2,536,2*8,16,1.35,36,16,1,118. 

38,18,1,136,38,18,1,113,15,18,1,134,15,18 

2,359,248,16,1,142,126,16,1,8,31,8,1,119,9 

6,16 
«Hil 468-SAtA-l, 106,28,10,2,556,123,18,1,9,2. 

8,1, 168,58, 18,1,8,2,8,1 ,186, 38, 16.1,88, 38, 

18,1,19,38,18,2.538,126,18,1,95,15,16,1,89 

,15,18,1,186, 38,18, 1,119,68,18,1,8,68,8,1, 

173,38, 16,2,351, 248, 18, 1,159,38,16, 1,142, t 

6,19,1,186,38,16 
OsOJ 478-IHA*l, 186,38, 18,1,111,58,10,1,8,2,8 

,1,113,38,18,2,471,248,18,1, 134,68,18, 1,14 

2,68,16 
<Htlt> 468'MTA 1,198, 38,18, 1,179,38, 18,1,158,3 

8,16,1,142,38,18,2,358,128,16,1,127,38,11, 

1.119,38, 11, 1,95,38. 11,1, 83,38, 11,2,356,12 

B.ll 
{PnCvl 48B-DATA- 1,75, 30, 12,1,71,38,12,1,63,18,1 

2. 2, 3^,248. IE, 1,58,38,12,1,45, 69,12, 1,0,6 

OfcCr.} 589 MTA-1, 179,138 >5,3,359, 128, 5,1, 142,5 
8,1, 2,356,68,1,1,319, 88,18,2, 351,68,16 

tBtb> 51BBAT1 1.3C, 15, 16,1, 43,13,10,1,39, 38, 1 
8,2,482,248,18,1,89,129,19,1,6,58,8 

CEiDs) 529 CA1A-1, 96,15,16,1,83,16,18, 1,86, 38,1 
6, 2, 536,168,18,1, A3, 68, IB, 1,8,68, 8,1, 188, 3 




8, 12, 2. 535,68, 12,1,166. 36, 12 

{fet*} SIBMtR- 1,113, 198, 12, 2,358, 249, 12,1,8,6 
8,8,1,173,120,5,2,358,128,5,1,142,69,9,2,3 
58, 68,8,1,111,88, 18,2, 368,68,19 

ttsfc} S4JMW-i,t8, 15,18,1, 33,15,16,1, 68,38,1 
8,2,482,248.18,1.81.128,18,1,9,60.8,1,80,1 
5,18,1,69,15,18,1,90,30,18,2,536,188,18.1, 
83,68,18, 1,8, 68,8,1, 186,39, 12,2, 536, 63,12, 
1,166,38,12 

fJsBl} 558CAIA-1, 119,288,12,2,358.289,12,- 
1,8,8,8 

(Ml) 568 Iff |jg=0-THHN SOiJHD-4.B,e8,10.1..3l 
:fliS=l aSI SOW-4, 8,28,18,1,, If 1*9=0 

<ApAn) 578 >RETURM 

ttiiAs) S8»-roj'ui=ia*io-8*srEP— 2 

(CrAi) 598 SOUND 1,119, 18M 
ttiAs) 688- S-:i«E- 2, 3S(. 10,1-1 
{PcAo) EiaHHIiPDH 



Come Christmas, there's always 

we of those annoying little plas- 
tic puzzles at the bottom of my 
Ij^^P stocking along with the de 
rtgueur apple and orange. You knew the ones, black 
plastic, a couple of inches square with sliding num- 
ber or tetter tiles on one side The object being to 
shove 'em around until some-thing meaningful turns 
up. Usualy, of course, you get utteny fed after a 
few tries, bin it and go back to eating Terry's choco- 
late orange. 

Puzzle is an electronic rendrSon of same. 
Thomas Lovetl of Peterborough decided that the 
seasonal dose at Christmas wasn't enough and 
decided to code a version which you can play all 
year round Oh weft, some progremmefs just love to 
punish.,. 

<Zsflt> 28-KX B*-Tloi»« -Lcvtll 

«*»> 38-KH 

(OvBJ> 48-IH|.0,9:BOF])ER-e:IMH.l,iB:rH)(-£,S::iSK 

■3,2 
Oiftn> 58 -UX'Sytols 
UtftU 68 SWBCL.248, 8,8,6,8, 6,8,8,9 
{JxBj} 78 SBOOL-241,8, 127,119,119,113,119,119, 

1£7 
a«Bj> 88 fVUBCL -242, 8, 127,99,123,89,111,99,127 
tfoBi} 98 * SrIWL -24), 8, 127,33, 123, 99,123, 39, 127 
(CifU lee-SmOL 244,8,127,187,187,93.123,123, 



127 

«ulk5 llfl-SfflBCL-245,8 J l2?,W,ni,93 r 123 ) *9,l2 

7 
«*ID 128- 5VH30L-24E,8, 127,111, 111,33,197. 39,1 

27 
{OiM 138 ■5W8»L-24? J 8, 127,93, 123, 123, 123, 123, 

IV 
lfttftx> 148 SfflBOL-248,8, 127,33, 187,89, 181, M ,12 

7 
!EtBi> 158 SV«KL- 249. 8, 127, 99, 187,39.! 2:*, 1 2 3.1 

27 
<0sB1> 168 -5?NB0L< 259,6, 127, 81, 8S.85. B5.S1, 127 
CPlBi> 176 5W0M 251,8,127,187,187,187,187,187 

,127 
dm) lS8-SWB*l-252,e,127, 31, 93, i 1,87,81,12? 
UqBL) 198-SfflBM.-3$3,e,l27,U, 91.11,93,11,127 
(CtBI> 288-9 WB01- 254, 8, 127, 85,85,61,93, 32, 127 
«all> 218- SWS4L-E55,8,127, 81, 87,91,33,81, 127 
(Lofo*> 2!8-MH.l:I-I«-ikH15).itS r S) 
mm 238-11*' S«wi 
{HrAp) 248-*l:"PV?3LE':p:l 
(AllwJ 2S9-L0CAIt-lB,l-FOK-l(:i:0-6 
«l6u> 268-Fffl*p:PIIHT-HDt(*t.k,lt; 
<Avtv} 27B-P=»H:rF-f=4-tHHpil 

{NiBk} 290L«ATI<13,3:raitrByiHMASWUlll" 
{P*Av> 368-i:8:rOfli:hT0 4:rOH k=l TO 4 
CFiBo> 3l8-B=lNTCJ»>»16):F-chl!Ccl:l.IID(Q0TO> 

111 
Mfd> 32C l.]c,.).c:c:-»-:c-"-l:S.0-:prt-4*Jc.SH.?IM 

■ 1 s SOWS 1 , (Mi , 2 :PRIKT ■ CKM ( 248* t ) 
£Jm8h> J38-LKAn-32ti,9ti:a=a*l:rf-i:l6-ffEH * 

=8 
OwBi) 34B-S0UM5 2.4*49, 2 sfllHT'CHKf (248**) :HEX 

TiKST 
OrBN} 3S8-F&-2;L«ra-19,ll:PAIHT.CKftt(138JCH 

Rta3i)CHll(l3l)Clflf(129) 
Olofiv) 368*LKAHlt,lM , JtIHI ClUtH138KHRt(l31 

)CKRt(13nCHHli29) 
««*> 378 NODE -62, 1BI:MAUH 58,8, l'Mm -8,63: 

LA«B-S(.a;MAia-e,-£3 
<](■■*) 3A8>H0II-5I8,188:9KAUI-6$,e,3:»RAUl-8,6B 

:BBAHP-(B.8:MA«B-e,-Se 
tfFBf) 33eL0CflTI'13,28;PEM-l;fRlHr95E -J6BTIC 

K'M* 
(AhSv} 468 ' LOCATE . 5,22:?in- 3 ;FtDi:*U3E aiSoS.t 

IVS-WCHOCSE SfltlfllE" 
(Uli> 418LOCJiTI'8,24:PEfl'2:PirJ(T"fiB} PJESS-Sf 

Aafft-Mmir 
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IB— 11 111 

but you wont bo able to perform mathamabcel operatk™ cm th* number in a 
string fat toast not without urine *om* ***d and wombrflit functiorrt to comert 
the string back to tfw oHg^ial nurrrfwr), Vou can, howw, minipulato ft Jwt Bk* 
iny other text-bawd stririf - even though If I ■ numbar! 

Why «• rtring nriablat? B*esits* just tike when istag lunbecx. ift raver * 
feed Idu to hard wire imyftnf Into your rod*. K yau <k, k *4 abrxHt wrtBktfy 
rw«d to bt remrttten to taka auaunt of linforasaan changit. 

How. What can tw dona *tth rtring vwiabJat? Wall, you can add tha*it 
tof ether (inown ts "cancatanittoriy count how many characters an contained 
within than-i, chop tham Into pwess. and {encrally manipulate tham to your 
htarfi contont hi order to provfd» uuhil procauttg, Mvanhxe proEram* tor 
axample, ute a lot of rtrtng nuntpuLatfen to sn*to bebev i fcla emwonmantt, and 
serwblt command pantng [^rtaif^ h ftl* contort maanj 'undflrrtardlrij the 



off from thair stock of locations desenpfions and jour typed 

Many of thaw optretioni are rathar advanced, and wH bt covered later m 
tfie tutorial, but to what your appetite, toft look at concatenating stringt and 
mea*i#aif their length. Conner this 

HUKt^trtg *+ nwffsf 
Enter the above fcito your CPC. thw type 

tmi NAME* 
..jutd prtn Return. Voull sea 

Troj tnvest 
ufbiieil on the screen. The two strings Troy ' and Tampesf neve been added 



TCPE-INS 



{Kurip} ue-REN'Nain-LatF 

(Crfl t> 4 33 ■ x: 1 : <zl : xx=x; s »=f 

<FpH> 448-lOC«E -xii^ , m +9 :PCH' I :MIHI ■ CKftf (bdt 

*,yy)t249) 
<JlDj> 4»-«CflIE->i*4,!(t9:PIH'2:PjJWI>C«il*(t:j..a 

><2W if -bi*.»:=0- ma • locate *+4,si3:fmn 
rckfftrltt) 

(HoBx) 170>IF (IMKM<9):e-0R<MM(74)=e)'»W*x> 

l-rHEN-xsx-ljSOUHS-l.ffl.S 
OrCi> 469 ■ IF - < IMKEV< 1 :-=B -OH - lNKElf ( 7S ) : 8 > - AN»<x{ 

4TnWx:xil:SWJh l D 1,29,5 

1 ■ THIN -y:<r 1:501110 -1,28,5 
(OrEx) 5M-IF (IHX1S'(2);9 MIHKEf(73)-8)-«tt>aC 

4-THEH'!i=v*l; SOUND -1,28,5 
{fjBF> 516-IF ■ DlXiyMT} rB -OK ■ HIKEV<T6}=8 ■ TRIM -GO 

SUB- £10 

(FiBj> 52B-IFb<4,4>O0TriEN'»M>44B 

tInC*> 530-ir'b(I.i):i-ftHJ-M2J):2'filO'&t3,l):} 
WD M4,lM>A»>bCl,2)=5■«U>'b<2,2>=6■ANJ 
<bC3,2):7 ^bE4,2>^fiHB.bU,3):S.*<D-l>C2 
,3^18-INI-b(3J3=ll-*W4{4J)=12-WD-b(l l 
4)=13 HNDha4>=14«lS -MAWS IKE* COW 
>SM 

(HI An> 5M8COT0 44Q 

(H(fc).) 5S8-NDI-Ct*fLet«l 

<npAv> 5W'ioc«i'Kx*4 ( i!i+SireDir''j 

{Fxlkv> Sie-r0S-li:5-T0-l-STEP'-lJOB-i=8'T0'? 
$00 {N-nN-l:LOCAH-Ui(!FIIHT B MIU.-HMr!SO 

M >1 , Ci«4fl)H8,2;WMb- l,ki58, 10 
{HK*> S»-F*R ■ 1=1 'W- S(W( iiaXTiffiXTjHDd ElOCllI 

• 15 , B ; PIN ■ 1 : PHINT "FRES S ■ ft .JtCT ■ :CLEAR - INP4 1 ; 

cni*tRUi(in 

(UAd> CBS 'REX* Hone. 5f«rc 
(tpfti) tlB^IT-bCM.y)^ imM'SOUKD LMiREtyiN 
{Fufc} 62flIF.x(4flKBh(xtl, 3 »ifl.T«EHb(xH r ahl 
<k , !i) : Mx ,j) =8 i LOCATE ■ x »5 , s *9 : PEN 1 :FRIKT - C 

int cb < x a, )) 1 24e j : »jm - 1 , see : reti»< 

athc> 438 ff-xUAKDbU-i^M'THlH-bto- 
^^ihU.Y'^'^yJ^lOCAII.xautitfBMiF 
HHT'CUtHMx-l.uHZU) :S0#» L4WJKTWN 

(ftubx} tW-IF-y^'HtD'blx^D^'THEM-btv.y*!!^ 
<x,»):b(x,!)=«ilOCATI-xH,l»ll!m'l:PIBir- 
C!llim(ii,i|M)t24ai:SO(IW-l,3W:lETIIRN< 

fltih> tBB-II'DH-flMJ-blx^-Dja-TffiH-btx.s- 

l»:Mx J s):b(x,M)zO:lOC*IE.x*4,i+a:PHl.l:PH 
NT -CHI * (b< x , H > *2« > : SOIM i 1 , M : MTUW 

{HnAtl EEB SO 1*15-1,38: HE TURN 




GRADISK 

Usually only to be had from com- 
mercial sources, utilities such as. 
GraoVsk go a long way towards 
increasing your understanding of 
Che way the CPC stores jnlormabon on floppy disks. 
Gradisk provides a graphic track and sector dis- 
play of any disk, including data disks, even system 
d;sks" You can discover exactly how data is organ 
ised on a disk, check for bad sectors and generally 
explore the inner workings of floppies. 

The program w$s written by R M Fnend Of Forest 
HI. London. 

<ChII> 1W9-KD! Jfltfl/mTPVimJlSC-Cximic Lin 

out 
(CuU) 1018 IHK 8j3:Mi,B:Fllpai-e:BOUE]tl8 
<Ms> lB28-DlN?Tr#<xt(ie) 
{JiBr> lB3S»M:-2;DIPlirT«Pf: -ItaU-tatN'IR-' 

(C«Au} IMS -CLSj SVMBOL- HFTDI - £46 
{Xitoil iBS8-BIS70fiE-llie:FOR-n:541-rc?-2SE 
CJtJ]> lOSe-ffiM-CbLCM.CW.CM/aS-Cht.CH.Cbl 
(I<[Bo> Uin-SVHBOL-a ( Chl f Ch£ r Ch3,CM ( ChS.ChG,Ch7 

(HiBi) 1888- IT'S tspKl-THEN-ffiSTORE- 1488 

atn> use -ir-itwe=a-TKiN-iEuoRE is* 

(Cott> UWU'ftsft=3'THIH.xFST0Ki 1868 

04hCi> LI 18 Iral :": REAM Type i:F0F -Lur=l TO 28 

: REAJ - Ch : Tfi F= tti l+CHS * < Oi > : HEtT : KEAB - t>*N* 
(H j£»> 1128 ■ LOCATE- 2, 1:FRIN1 - DTwbI iLOCATE ■ 8 , Ii P 

IMP - BISC :- SECMK ■•; CHltl ( 258 ); Cffltt 1 248) ; ■ 

= S!f5--iCHlt*<25i>;ChRi:2S3:; ,- =Ha-";CHFJ<MS 

);CKtt(£4n;CNSf(24T);CKR((24B); 
<lrt» llie-FRIHT>"=DikIN — THRCR*:1«4T£-59,1:F 

RDtl Era* :L0C*TI S9 ,2 1 RINMnHf 
tt«fo> 1148 -WCBTE- 58,2 :PBDir$ECtM5" 
fI«Cn> ll5e-T»GXli:":F0Ra«or=l*T0>l):REM-Cb: 

Tri ch 1 1 - tricklf *C ffl J ( c h ) : HE* T 
(PjCH llSB-FM-lo*^l-TO-2:tr»tlil*:tritklJttfie 

kit iHEKT : LOCATE ■ 2 , 3 : PRIHF- tratill 
{HCk> 1178 TfMp:t:":F08-I.aip=l-T0-U:III»'ChiT 

Mpll--TMpl$KHxiCCb);HKI 
TEvQ} llta-TMp2l:":F0M»v:l-T0-19!8E»-Ck:T 

f«p2t=Ttnp2*KH3li(CJiJ:HEXI 
iSxCV) 113a-rw3»:":FOx-Loop:l-tO-13:T!E»-Ch:T 

Mp3*:TMp3*<K7ttCCb>:NEXT 
CAoCI} 128e-Tnip4t:":nR-Ls«p:l-T0-L9:RE»-Cb:T 

MHl=ItNriK8RICCh):«XT 



{FrCi> UM-Tnp8l-* B T«'lttP=M0 l*ilI»»CJ(ff 

f *¥ U -- 1 * wSl K HR J (Ch ) : hEXT 

a«Bn> 1£N Ptr«ki(lJ:lwplMTwp2ttTw3**I*»*p 

4f 
<F«Bk> 1238-btr«xtCS):TtiipSttT«ip4ttT«ip5ttTnp 

AS 

<Fifci> 1248-rOI '1^3-10 -le^tricktCnl^tnckrCZ): 

■XI 
<^pB)P> i2Se-rr»ckr3:lK:l:F«*iH-»*21>STIP<2:L 

OCflTE- 2,i:FHIHT -ITnckK Inc) : LOCATE 77, n : PI 

QfT ' TrielcTncI- trick H 
OtBu} 1 2£fl - REftb - TMpl t : LOCATE -2, Ml fplHrl-TMWi 

l:Inc=inc*l:HSCr 
{Cpdp} 1278 REflb-Sfctt 
(Mj) li88*l4CITI*ie. it rPIWT- "TRACKS -m-HaA* 

rti -8 to 39-if«k>bis-";S*ctl;'-SECrOIS Nu 

nbtrrt-l-to-";S«t» 
(Ftlv) 1298UWLE INHYi:":WD»!EW 
(Jilft) lWe-lDl-«nHi'U«r-Cliir«l»r-d*Li-"»» 
<5sB0> 1319 -IATA'8,8. 15,31, 24,24, 24,8,8,8,255, 25 

«vls> 1328-SflIfl 8,0,248,245,21,24,24,8,0,9,255 

255,24,24,24,6 
«Mlu> i338-8ilI8-H 1 l2.n,47 f 47.32,E3,B,2S4.2.2S 

0,258,2,254,8,0 
(Cult) I349-MTA- 127.64,95,95, 64,327,8,8,252,4,2 

44,244. E44.4,2E2.B 
<IkCj) 1358-»TB-8,254,254 J 254,254,254,254,8J,1 

27.127,127,127,127, 127,8 
arlir) 136fl -Dfl«-8.C3.127,255, 255,127.1,3,9,8.252 

,254,259,255,254,252,0 
itm) 1379Rtt 
OqBo) 1399 FEX «*«»«« 5*Tft DISC 

WpBl) 1339-kEN 

{HAp} 148B-DllA b MTA' 

axlj> 1418-MM' 241 ,242, 244,242, 244, 212, 244,242 

,244,242,244,212,244,242.244,242,243,32,32, 

32 
(IsAO i428iAlA- p l-2-34S 6 7»r 
<UCv> 1438 -BATA- 241 ,242, 244, 242, 244, 21 2, 244, 242 

,244, 242, 244,242,244, 242,2M,212.243. 32,32 
(HrCpl 1448-IAIA-251. '52,251^32, £51, 252,251,252 

,£4?,24S,217.24«,245J4S,217.24£,24S.24S,32 

ttrff) 1450 WTfl -247,241, 245,248, 247, 249, 245, 246 

,247, 248,245,216,247, 241,215,246, 247, 248,32 

(BpCp> 1468 DATA -245, 246, 247,248. 245,348,217,246 

, £15, 245, 217, 248.24B, 245, 217, 248, 245, 246,32 
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together to form one tiring nek) ki ttte wuisbi* MAJME$, nWJc» But trAiBng ip»ce 
alter 7ro/7 U*ve out ttijrt. Brtd NAMES wouU look lies thrc 

BASIC always inunwi, quit* rightly, that what you type It what you want If y«j 
add i spactj, BASIC k>cfcjd*f It. But forget tih* space, and BASIC wont add one for 
ymi The moral it to take Care wrth your typing. 

How long fi that I4AME57 Remomber to count the space betwwn Ch* two 
runxt 12 character*, right? But what a drag having to conn them, e duo" and 
rcfjotrdve talk which teems perfectly tutted to being solved by the CPC. So try this 

18 REN This ii a prearan to count the charicttrs ll l itrine 
28 DfiUT"PIns« tWf * strinj"; II 

38 PRINT Th# itrinj "If if 'LEH CO*] 'tbmttars Ung.' 
48 DO 



Don't panic. VouV* met INPUT end PMWT before. That REM rtatement bi line 10 
nem tknple HEMarfc' or 'REMind**'. When BASK t*#» REM It Ignore* e»erywwi t 
aba on that hne. So you can una REM fallowed by 1001* pertinent information fa 
remind you what a program (or a part of k ft...) la doing. 

Donl laugh. Whan you're witting hefty stub* at code, it* all too easy to forget 
what a particular race of It doetf 

The only keyword you hawea/t net in the above pfofran it LEW, and thaf * 
what BASIC uhi to measure the LEMgfli of the ttrir* Now typo ki the program - 
watch out for aH those tingle end double quote* in ine 30 - and prest Return to 
run it Yeull be prompted Ike chit 

PTms* tfpe It a itriee? 

Respond by typing, say, your name ike thfa 

FUltiia Hellish 



6 ,247,243.245, 246,247, 24B, 245,241, 247, 246, 
32 
UrCp> 1488-MTA' 245,246, 247,248, 245, 246,217, 24 

8 , 245, 24G , 247, 248,245 , 246 . 247 , 24 3, 245, 246 , 
33 
<IjBIUiM'MM. p --" 92 

■11- 
(HrCi> LSeB-DMft-' 

{jicj} isie-r.fti*." 

■2B-2C---2P- 

■35" 
OuCn> ISSe-SHfl-" 

■3D *3E- -3T- 

■«■ 
{**Cq} lJ3-J-D*7fl ' 

■4F 56-- El- 

■S9 # 
OttOO 1648 -DA»>" 

■Gl- S3- ■ &?■ 

■6B" 
CiEq} 15SB-&AH-' 

•TJT 
OKlt) lSBB-DATII-" 
■85 -85 -37 
■IF* 

<Itfj) 1578MTA ■' 

-97--99"99- 

■Al" 
<AjCk> 1SW-MH-* 

• A9-HA -SB -AC--f)D-AI 

63" 
«»ta> 15»-DAII-"9" 
«nflk> 1E89HD1 
(CqBr> 1618 -RU ■«*»*"* E?STffl-E-IS<:-D 

ATA « HjWi 

(fctfk) 16ED-IE1>I 

<J>M# S } lE.3fl-PflTfl-"$VrSTIH' 

<TnIj} 1648 -M7A- 241, 242, 244.242 244,242,214,24 

£,244, £42, 244 ,212, 244, 242. 244, 242,24J, 12,1 

Ml 

OtUt> l£So-MM-'l"2-3-4 E-S-7-!-!-'" 

<bCK> 1ES3 MA '241, 242,244,242,244, 242,244, 24 

2,244,242,244,242,244,242,244, 342,243,32,3 

2 



12 -13- -14 

iC"i»--ii 

24-25.-26 
ZI-2T-J8 

36- -37- -31 
48 -41"« 

48--49--4A 
S£-53 S4 

SA- 5E--S: 
6C--EB.-6I 

76-77 -76 

7I-7F-G8 
88--B9--8A 

»■■«■• 92 

-Afl - - 9 B ■ ■ ac 

B2--I3"H< 



B3-S-4 

IS-l-f 

M*-ffi 

27-2-1 

*•!•■» 

39--3-A 
4-3-44 

4S-4-C 
S'S-'SB 

5D--S-I 
t-7-M 

6F-78 
7-S--7A 



■0S-BB< 

BF 1B- 

-17--18' 
2I--22- 

<29--2A- 
33- 14. 

3S-K- 
45- -46 

4B--4E' 

■SF--6B 
tt<-M 

71-72 
7B--7C 



■%.■» 1E7E -DAW -259.249. 250.245,250.249, 2SB.24 

9, 298 , 243 , 258 , 249 , 258 , 24S , 258 , 243 , ESI , £43 

32 
<HkCn> KBB-BAIA-2SB,24g 1 25fl,24*,2SB,249 1 2Sa,24 

9, 2S8 , 243 , 258 , 249 , 251 , 249 , 258 , £43 , 258 , 243 

32 
(FirCoJ llHfi-I-AH-251, 252, 251, 252,251,252,251.25 

2, 245, 248,247,248, £45, 246,217,248, 245, 246 

a 

(I Ki> i 786-MTA ■ 247, 243,245,245, 247, 248, 245, 24 

6, 247, 246,245,216, 247, 248, 245,248, 247, E4« 

32 
<Eo£p> 171ft- DATA -245, 246, 247,246 ,24S, 246, 247,24 

1,245,246,247,241,245,246,247,241,245,246 

32 
{.mm 1728 DAI A- " 
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31'-!'2- B3--34 

Ij ' D * ! vv * ' Blr f ' vfc 

9'D--3E"SF-'A8 

AS- -A 6- -17 'A3- 
AF--B8--B1--B2- 



{FiM 1738DAIA'-B9"BI->aB<-BC' 

-1B--11---12--13--14--1S-«1>( 

■1A" 
(HnCj} li40-lATA-"-:B--lC--lB'-lE- 

■2:-'23---24--25--25--E7--2-« 

■K" 
iCiCli 17SB-BArA---2»--2E--2F« 30- 

■34--3E-- -36- -37- -33 ■ 39.3-A 

■n- 

iltCa) 1768 MIA '"■£■«- -41- -42- 

■it- 47-- 48- -4S--4A -43- l-C 

SB" 
<IvC^> 117B-DAl«-*-Sl'-Sa>-53->54< 

-58.-53- -SA<- Be* K-SD'-S'I 

■62" 
(JnCn) 17S0CAT*.--S3..£4-65-'66- 

-EA--6B -CC"«C -BE- Sr-T'B 

■74" 
illljj 179fl.»ATA-'-7S-'7S "77"76- 

■7C'-7B---7i--7F'-BI-Bl--8*2 

■8£» 
Ojl*> 18J9 ■»!*"■■ AT- -88- -B9--BI- 

■BI"*?" SO- -31- -9E --S3--5 1 

98" 
fUGit KiB.MM---8*--8i"»B"»C- 

-A8- -A1*"A2- -fl3"A4' <AS- -fl ■ B 

■AA* 
CCMfl) 1829 BAN- '9* 
(FnAl) 1138-KfX 
{HkEll} 1B48IEH ■*#*##*#•.- 

>}A7A " ■ ■ ■JCMB wa ww 



82- -83 
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e-4> 



B-D 
■17' 

i-r 

-29- 

3-1' 
38- 

4 3 
■4D' 

5 5 

■sf- 

1-7 
71- 

7.9 
-83- 

3 6 
-35- 

|.| 

-A7- 
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UpAl) isse-RD4 

KpA<) 1866 DATA ■■DT 

CPJBi> i87MW>241,242, 244, 242, 244,243, 244,24 

2,244,242,244,242,244,242,243,32,32,32,32, 

32 
4»u|<i} HBfl-PAm-'ia 3'4-5'8'7't* 
«iiCx> liSB'DATA- 241,242,244, 242, 244,242,244 ,24 

2,244,242,244,242,244,242,243,32,32.32,32 
(ItoCl) 1968- JATA' 256,241,258, 243, 250, 249,258, 24 

3, 250 , 243, 258, 249,250, 249 , 258, 243, 32,32 ,32 
ttjcn 191B PfltA 251,2i2,2Sl,2S2,2Sl,252,251,2S 

2,245,246,247,248,245,246,247,248,32,32.32 
{HiCj» 1329 -Dftlft- 245, 346,247,248,245, 246,247,24 

6,245,246,247, 248, 245,246,247 , 24ft, 32, 32,32 
(CIC*> 1939 CAIA- 245, 246,247,218,245, 246, 247,24 

8, 245,248,247 ,243, 245, 246,247,243, 32, 32,32 
<HbCq> 1948.DAIA. 245,245. 247,248,245, 246, 247,24 

8,245,246,247, 246, 245, 245,247 ,248, 32, 32,32 
m*\) llsfl-EAIA-"- 
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2-83 84- -85 

B" 
(IrBu) 1968!ATA*-eC 
2- -13 14- -15 

r 

«:»Hu> 137(J-MTA-"-K 
2- -23 24-25 

atCi> lStB-l»fl-->2C 

2--33 34-35 

V 

it*C\} 1398 Wt ■■■3C 

r 

IPwCii} 286e-BAIA-*-4C 

£ i- 1 5 3 " ■ ■ ■ ■ S4 ■ ' SS 

J* 

(PitCk> 2818-PA7A'"-5C 

2-. 63-- •■64-65 

B- 
(OuBp> 292B-MTA"GC 

l*'73 74" 75 

B" 
{0IBt> 2£38<DAIi- a -7C 

1-:1 84--8S 

B" 
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2"93 M--95 

B' 
t?wftn} 20EO-Dfl7A--e" 
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BASIC tutorials BASIC tutorial 
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and prvu R*tum. Seconds Later, till* appears on screen 

Ike tiring Tieldin] Hellish" is 16 riuHcttrt Unj. 

BASK countMi afl lilt duractiW* In four nam*, and the space between your for- 
and Eunrame and told you how many characters ware contained within Hl Simple, 
and without Application « far at you can toe at the moment but damned clever. 
rtajtv 

In coming months, well use such BASIC constructs Dm* and again to provfda 
useful Appdcahons - but you canl run before you can... etc, to be patient. Youll 
let there. 

What V you had a whole coiection of sthngt. and you wanted to know the 
length of each? You'd have to run the program anew each time. There it, however, 
a may of automating Bio process,, known as the 'loop'. Probably the most basic yet 
most necessary concept in the whole of program men gl And not just in BASIC. 



Well moot It next month. 

For now though, there's one other type of string you should know about The 
mil firing. That is. a string which contains absolutsfy nothing , No spaces, no punc- 
tuation, and Of course, no character* or numbers. 

AS* m 

WJwES^- 

WSCORESs*' 

are ail perfect eHampLn of null string! Assign a nuf string when you want to dear 
the contents of tome existing string variable- 



si Don't Itwfwt, you ewai Ihn m lot about USK «»d how 
we-rik Bjy e t w wyle m fit* r y y u- fM pri nf eel !■ *• tng inteiel tmmm eJ 
tw* ctrat* May look ■ bit 'gr**k ' to start wlrti Y but carry *a r*«dl«g 
thli series, and vow 'II too* bo ass oa»ort_ 



IRS GUIDE 



Desktop publishing, eh? What's all that about than? 
Basically Its an excellent way of laying out pagos 
ttiot has revolutionised British publishing aver the last 
eight years Inttead of hot metat and bloke* with 
tweezers in dank basements, ne*tpapers and maea- 
lines can now be designed entirely on computer, 

Ai well at reducing costs and increasing control 
over the- finished 'look', the computer DTP boom has 
lod to ono other major chance: it has empowered 
'ordinary people' with the ability to produce decent 
looking magazines with nothing more titan a horn* 
computer and a printer. Previously such a task 
required a warehouse full of equipment that cost tent 
of thousands of pounds. 

Now, anyone can produce 1 professional looking 
newsletters and magazines from the comfort of their 
awn kitchen. They can use their computer to manipu- 
late pictures and lent cm serpen to produce 
wpll-Cewuned pagttf Desktop publishing is one of the 
growth areas of CPC computing at the moment, and 
if you want to produce 9 brill looking fanzine, or 
maybe jurt produce your owrr headed notspapsr, the 
occasional poster, earn axtra marks for that project 
or simply write: letters witfi drawings on, then desktop 
publishing is for you, 

So lot's fixe up some of the options facing the 
CPC owner keen to get kite DTP. Li-.e most serious 
programs, the majority of these require 128K and a 
disk drive to run. Thert are quit* a few excellent 
< 64 -compart Mo types as well chough. Hero comes 
that product info now ... 



MICRO DESIGN PLUS 
£79.99 complete * Cam pur-soft, 16 
Sijtefiuld Street, Gallowqato, Glasgow 
U31 1IM (Telephone 041-554 4735 J 
What's going go here then? Turns out that WACO 
ace Peter Campbell has come to an arrangement 
ever marketing Siren's weird but wonderful Micro 
Oesrgr? program {£193% together with his om 
enhancement program for it U13.75L £29.99 is 
the all in price tor the two. 





publishin 




You've resd our excellent fanzine* feature ( p 16) mid you want to get 
into publishing. You could use the scissors and glut technique of 
course, but there b an easier- way to go about it. ADAM PETERS exam- 
ines the DTP phenomenon and weighs up the options... 



Micro Design is exceHenl for drawing, and its 
square pixels, compared to the more common necr 
angular Does, means the printout is of a better 
quality than ordinary DTP packages (Stop Press 
incbjdedl 

Unfortunately the tert-handting facilities were «r- 
tuaAy nonexistence, making Micro Design pretty 
useless tor producing fanzines and trie Ike. For pro 
during diagrams it was fab, hut a DTP package it 
was not land never clamed to be] 

The advancements in A*cro Design Pius take 
care of ail that, The program has been speeded up. 
it handles text wonderfully (importing ASCI files is 
no problem) and it can also be used a pnnt 




it £9- 



POWER PAGE 

45p t blank disk + sae * Robot PD, 2 Trent Road, 
Oakham. Rutland LEI 5 6MF 

j The biggest tussle between PD librarians 
4t the moment seems to be a battle over who 
can produce the beet DTP package. Wo reckon Robot PC's Powtr page 
has the edge over rts main rival PagemaJrer Deluxe [by Scufl PD), not 
least betauia lis toUly public: domain [te free). 
There are a loads of options evaleble, Including * variety of fonts, head- 
lining graphics, Invert, proportional text, auloflow. jusbfltstioa various 
text styles, importing of clip art. etc. LftiitlM inch at a text editor, font 
editor and headline creator are included on ifte disk, together with a 
grtphkt conversion program 

Text con bo entered at any point on the page, aad there s a selection of 
printing option;. The program is mainly designed for procuring AS tin 
pages. Each page is around take* up an am about two and a h*tf times the tcraen ttze. A file compressor 
keep* the flza of pages down to a manageable level. 

Power Page i* very user -friendly . wnti lotj of useful help documentation included (a total of 32K s worth 
of help fil«) r Sounds great, eh? Now get a load of this - thanks to a special arrangement with the pro- 
gram's prolific writer, Richard Falrhurct. the full uncut version of Power Page is going to bo on die A*, 
coveriajM next month, Gadzootts - place that order nrffc your newsagent today, toM 

Though rt will wort with 64K, Power Page needs to be run from disk. So if you haven't got a disk drivs. 
you've got a few weeks to got ma. it'll be worth your wMta. believe us. 

• • • V V 



enhaxer for Stop Press, The printouts are superb. 
We hope to bring you a Mi review in Teefrucaf 
forum very, very soon, so stay tuned... 



PAGE PUBLISHER 

£25 • SD Microsystems, PO Box 24, 
Holbcach, Lines PEt2 7JF 
(Telephone 0406 32252) 

Page Publisher hos arrays been me only real com- 
mercial challenger to Stop Press, The program 
offers excellent lext-handirig faaJitoes. ndudmg 
word wrap, columns and justification. 

What about the graphics, though? There's a 
choice of 10 pens and 50 brush patterns, plus 
Sprays. Iii Is and at that other gubbins, And ifs \iery 
last too. Best cf all. il wil work with bolh 9-pin and 
24-pin printers (unlAe Stop Press, which is 
designed tor 9i>ms only). 

Stop Press has the edge, but Page PubJfeAe/ is 
definitely a classy program: 24 pn printer owners. 
Start queuing today. Incidentally, SD also produce 
the £15 art package Picasso which can be used in 
conjunction with Page Publisher. 

• **•• 

PAGE SETTER 64 

£12. GO ■ SD Microsystems, PO Box 24, 
Holbeitch, Lines PE1 2 7JF 
(Tefephww 0406 32252) 

Hurrah, a 464compatiole OTP package, and the 
only prog in this list that is available on tape (you 
can get it on disk too, rrindl. Page Setter consists 
of three separate files; a ted editor, a graphics 
prog, and the man program, which combines the 
text and graphics into... pages. 

Like most cheap DTP packages, Page Setter 
cannot import text from word processors. You are 
therefore left having to use the prirnbve text editor 
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that is included with the package. 

Page Setter 64 is a bit basic, though it does 
include some advanced features such as the facility 
to Dow text around graphics. But if you're a tape- 
based 464 owner your choice is limited as far as 
DTP goes, and this program is mare than adequate 

PAGEMAKER DELUXE 

C3.50 + blank disk + see - Scull SL. 44 
Echlllrtft Grave, South Queensferrv, 
West Lothian EM 30 9RU 

Alan Scull /s brainchild, Pagemawr Deluxe is a 
pretty usable desktop publisher which we reviewed 
in AA73. Deluxe allows you to flow text around 
graphics, invert or flip sections of the screen, and 
enter text m any position you like. 

The programmer is constantly updating the pro- 
gram (recent editions have included the facility 1o 
import ail Stop Press clip art! and you can get I 
copy for free when you subscribe to Scully's CPC 
Domain disk fanzine (write to the address above for 
details). 

The editing facilities, as with all packages other 
than Stop Press, are fairly limited. The graphics 
facilities are reasonably good though, and for the 
price, Pagenwker Dehixe is hard to fault. 

• •••• 

TINY DESK TOP PUBLISHER 

E5 contribution (shareware) • Scull SL, 
44 Echlline Grave, South Queensferry, 
West Lothian EH30 9RU 

Iirty D&sk Top Publisher is indeed h'ny, and also 
qufte tricky to get the bang of. Previously released 
commercial, WTP is now available as shareware: 
you can get a copy (or free (though you have to sub- 
scribe to CPC Domain before you can do sol. but 
you're supposed to send the author some cash if 
you find the program useful. 

When it firs' appeared, TDTP scored points for 
being SO 'competitively priced tie cheap). Now that 
the PD scene is swamped with DTP packages of a 
simitar quality, if s a bit of a donkey. It works and 
you can do pages with it, but Power Page is a better 
program and if s free. 



AND THE REST... 

There are positively oodles [oodles fn.} - aboot eight} 
«( DTP packages scurrying, round the public domain. 
Apart tram thou we'v* ouHntd above. Otero's alto 
Alan ScuUy't DTP prototype. PageniaJrer fflu*, *»a 
hired in a special tape-compatible version on the 
AA76 c overtape jbach knim are selling out f»*t). 

A recent addition to the fray hat bean Edition 
One, vary similar to PagomaAer Pro*, but Fatter and 
with more fraphtcl functions. 'Another desktop pub- 
lisher? Aarraehli!" declared Artificial tntaWgtncf 
when till* one appeared a few months ago. 

Whist Iff certainly trtw to lay ttwl PD DTP pack- 
ages are reproducing Ifke ratvbrtt, wo don't mo any 
harm In that After all, tune w»t when you couldn t get 
a DTP package for leu than 150. ftc-vn you can get 
half a dozen decent and utable package* for the 
price of a few stamp*, 
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STOP PRESS 

£65 with mow*, £35 without * MJC Supplies, Unit 2, 
Tfie Arches, Icknield Way, Letch worth, Herts SG6 1 UJ 
(Telephone 0462 4*11 66) 




The daddie of them all, Stop Press is the only full featured 
commercial DTP package there is, It was originally 
released under the name Pageoiafref, and was fu'l of bugs. 
These were quickly removed and the prog was released 
under the new name. 

Stop Press has every option imaginable, Plus a lew 
that you'd newr inmk of, You can produce text of any $i*e, 
there are loads of fonts included, and there's an exceSent 
worn mode which allows you to edit text and aHuslratroms 
pixel by pixel. 

Briiant text-editing facilities, the ability to fill 
shapes with text, patterned Us.,, Stop Press has got the 
lot! And that's why it is the package to consider first if 
you're deadly serious about DTP and nave got the money. 

You might be tempted to go for the cheaper no- 
mouse option, but be careful: using, a joystick with Stop 
Press is very troublesome, since the controls are incredl 
bly sensitive. Even the lightest tap on the 'stick can send 
the crosshairs halfway across the screen, GaW 
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Sport Sims 

The Olympics, Wimbledon, the European footle championships,., 
there's loads of sporting tilings going down this summer. And If you get 
bored of what's happening of the telly screen, you can always boot up 
some sport on the CPC screen. ADAM PETERS reports... 



Right. First of al, we'd better point out that if yWr* 
expecting some blurb on your favourite motor rac 
■ng or foolbal games here, you night just as well 
be waiting (or a hamlgiding squrrel. Drivenim-ups 
\AA76l and loobe games IM79) have already had a 
Buyers' Guide: Games of their own. Here we'll just 
Lie looking at all the other sports thai have made 
their way to the screen oi the Straddles (thafs 
Look-in's rickrame lor the CPC, by the way]. And 
there's a lot, believe you us. 

Secondly, we ought to also point out that Amiga 
Powers e*mes mastermind Stuart Campbell, who 
we usually get to give us details of the original pre 
historic arcade machines lhat started the genre, 
wasn't m when vrt called round this month. So we'll 
have to ship that bit, and jump straight to the home 
computer story and a bloke called Daley Thompson. 

Dales (as we call him, cos we're good mates) 
featured in a number of decathlorvmspired multi- 
sport packages. Daley TTwrrpsorr's Decathlon 
featured the actual ten sports involved in Da lie's 
record-brie akmg exploits. But Daley Thompson's 
Super test didn't. Both packages were s ton king hits, 
being the Iwst packages to feature a double figure 
number of difl games al bundled together, 

The problem with 1he Daley Thompson games 
was their stupid (try stick destroying wiggle backslid 
f0rth-uery4ast control method. Later games have 
tried to avoid this mindless approach to sport siro 
lafcon. 

Some sports have proved more popular than 



others: golf and terms are the most common land 
the most successful) oi computer sports, whereas 
things like rugby and cricket are rarer, and m the 
case oi the latter, usualy pretty pathetic when they 
do appear 

Then* have been loads of multi-game packages 
{Epyx World of Sports, CaJrforrM Games, Winter 
S&xts, Summer Sports, etc), many of them inctud 
ing very obscure sports lice surfing and. er, 
skateboarding. There have also been a number oi 
compilations, including two very successful Same, 
SetA March packs. 

Cycling games, oi either the molorised or pedal- 
power variety, have also abounded, though few 
(with the exception of the reasonable Super Hang 
Go and BMX Smiiafpr] have been much cop. 

There's also been a fair few computer renditions 
of faithful old British pub games, like darts [180, 
Wacky Darts! and snooker (Steve Daws Snooker 
and, er, 3D Poofl, But while some have looked to 
more obscure sports to base games on, others 
have just invented new games 

These invented games have included weirdsome 
futuristic American Footbal clones, such as 
Speedbafy'Cyberba''. together with even more vio- 
lent sports', such as Smash TV (which doesn't make 
the top ten because we classified it as a Shoot-em- 
up}. 

Sport sims - love em or hate em, you cant 
change the way they feel. (What the heEf are you on 
about. Adam? - ed.) 



(DIOtTAL IMTiaiAtiOM) 

Frfftrteningly fast and tactically terrlf , BoOiieigti 
can 0* lummtd up In | tingle word, and that word 
i tnrega top host ace' (AA24) 




Thff best goW tim, with awesomely detailed graphic* 
and Three coumes to battle round. (AA53| 




(US SOLDI 

bait golf cim, with mat graphic* and 
tree* and bunker* galore [AAK| 




Brilliant rugby tim Uiat arrived Jutt after la it year'* 
World Cup Slrnply * B batt. [M79| 

Hi-tech *nece age American Football type thingy. 
with gun* awl stuff. [AA58I 






DPOOL 



(I 



The beat green baiie game you can get lor the 
StradOhti: th« two player made It ace 

|AA47| 




ThJt *un teaks a Wt nob - the Hne drawing graphic* 
hardly dm you In - but the ptayabVtty I* toot on. 

(NOT. 



best sport 



Bobsleigh 



{DIGITAL INTEGRATION} 



We weren't renity uae whether to chuck thit In the Sport Sirrn category or the Simulation* category - *at'« 
how tab and gnarly the actual aloiithing blu art The white bkir or mm tnooto toward* you. end i"» • teta of 
toma u>r loiuily mcky bend-fudging and *om* majoriy mtntate joystick work to urn you ThnHigtU 

Add to die tome excellent strategy/man- 
agement eapocta - you can pick taam*, buy 
equipment train |a bit of loycuct waggling 
booth your fitness) and tool up your bob - 
and you gel • game tiurt can only be ade- 
quately defined u**ig tfca word tabbo' 

The loaf of the arcade lection hat never 
been beaten by any other timuiatnr and the 
»h«*r *c nta of ipacd as you tana a band it 
totally exhSarabng. Al rhl* add* up to ■ 
totally brtlUant combination of rtrategy and 
HmubrOon, and a game we advn* you to 
hunt out wherever you can. Mast cxcollonr 
at diOM ngrrteou* tsrne-baveiiirifi dude* BW 
end Ted would ury. 




■ lorry twit ptctvre ii o kll biMrry (t 

lee't ft* kaww). fto.aJ.Jf. la . tteuaia. 



|US GOLD) 

A brfluant hunch of tftaw-basad sports. The bob- 
ilelgti bit it the only dodgy gome on hare. 

|AA») 



(OC1AN) 




Somewhat repetitive gamepiiy. but die largo array 
of move* and the tun of playing your tm wnatlflf 
stars makes up for timt (AA77) 



OARD 



The firrt clastic gorf-eni-up. Very irnlbid by recent 
standards, but tW toper pisyateia- (AA2i| 



wteUa Die ftujt tliitii^s jjj 
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ERTHOUGHT 



Ncxl motilii in 

We've kidnapped Bonnie 
LangfordL Buy the July issue of 
AA or we'll release her*** 







How to 
become a 
professional 
programmer 

Ever wanted to write your own games and 
see them on the shelves of your local com- 
puter store? Fancy making a bit of cash 
doing something fun? Maybe you've got a 
good idea for a game and want to find out 
how you go about convincing a software 
house to produce it? Next month's main 
feature reveals all... 

State of the Art 

Buyers* Guide reviews and rates, 
tries and tests, examines and 
eats {eats?- ed) its way through 
a box full of CPC art packages. 
We sort out the scribbles from 
the masterpieces, and provide 
some tips for art on the Amstrad. 

Games galore! 

There aren't many big game 
reviews in this issue, are they? 
Not to worry, we'll have loads 
next month - Including a massive 
review of The Addams Family* 
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i Programming 
Seymour 

]j Seymour in the Wild West 
' has reached the program- 
1 mirtg stage, and our game 
development series takes 
another train to another town 
to meet the mysterious pro- 
grammer and pick up some 




useful tips... 

Mad about magazines 

Our fanzines special issue isn't the 
end of our home publishing blitz. Next 
month look out for the 
start of a new series 
\ called Hold the Front 
\ Paget PLUS Dr Fegg's 
\ guide to producing a CPC 
fanzine PLUS the bril- 
liant DTP package 
Power Page on the 
covert ape! 

Plus We really, truly, 
honestly don't know 
what else (it's still only 
April, you see) 




don't miss it! 

Next month's AMSTRAD ACTION is likely to be an absolute 

stonker You wouldn't want to miss out, would you? Don't risk 

being A4-less in four weeks 1 time. Cut out this form, write on it. 

and give it to your caring, sharing newsie. 

Dear kindly Newsagent person. I don't want 1o go to hell, so please reserve 
Amstrad Action lor me every month, beginning with the July issue, out on 
Thursday I8lh June (allegedly}. 

My name ...... 

My address..™.- - 
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ack pape 
compefitioi 



We've got a caption competition tor you this month, readers. Take a 
lot* at tttis rather pawling snap of Unde Rod's recent car park meet- 
ing with 01 b and Lam from Commodore 
Format, and jot down what you reckon 
deriim-ctal OlJie is saying. Write 
Sack Page Compo [AA&D at the 
usual Bath address. Closing 
date: June iSth, Prize: 110, 
No-one got Marianne's teddy 
bear's name right last month: 
he's called Hugo. The £10 
goes to Tanya Winston of 
London VAll who sug- 
gested, er, Pipptetrtwarte' 
(on dear). 




OW A TOTAL MOUSE/ 
GRAPHICS PACKAGE 
- FOR YOUR 

► AMSTRAD 

AT A TRULY 






COMPLETE 
WITH 



• Genius Mouse is a high ra&olutlon two button moutt featuring optical counting., 
toflon quidefb, micro switches, rubber coated ball and high quality interlace. 

• When combined with OCP Advanced Art Studio this graphics puck age is quite simply 
the best system available. The features are unmatched... 

• Create an linage - shrink fl, rsji.inrt H. nvne. n rnmtc it. copy II. colour it. etc. etc 

• Spniy piitirm-?. m ^Iiiwles, make clflAdc- \mcs - sluelch and manlpulati- shapes, 

• /•->: n in in ,(i(rl detail m Tine mode. f> Full cut and p»st«" FariUi.|«t pln» cxcdlenl printer support, 

• i*ulMoWri/lpQii do^n'i* menus for «*** of use. • Heuae operation, phut joystick and keyboard control. 

• 16 pens. 8 sprays. 16 bruit*--* • --" rir-vliV anynnr r-.m create superb lir.iphlrs. ejstfy. 




COMPLETE WITH MOUSE INTERFACE 



• The Lit 1 n ins Mouse Graphics 
5v*irm comes complete with the 
S]>ecial Mtniv InU'ifrUT to ftlkW 
super amnoih itMilroL 
m Atijiutivt'lv style)! io timtcli 
your 46-1 or HV2H design and 
colour. Simply [lint's liili i 
Expansion /Joystick port. 



ONLY 

£49.99 

TOTAL PACKAGE 

INCLUDES GENIUS MOUSE, 

INTERFACE, OCP ADVANCED ART 

STUDIO PLUS FREE MOUSE MAT 

ANO HOLDER 



TAPE OR DISK FOR 464 OR 61 28 

(PLEASE STATE WHICH 

REQUIRED] MB 464 NEEDS 

OK TRON1CS 64K RAM PACK 



MOUSE MAT AND 
MOUSE HOLDER 

(WORTH £12.99] 
WITH EACH PACKAGE 




LC 200 O R PRINTER PACKAGE 



NOW VOL! CAN PRINT OUT YOUR PICTURES IN FULL COLOUR! 

• [Tic Star LC20Q Colour Prlttlci nol tmW print* in Nrftr Le i Icr Quulliy tor your reuuLtr jobs but also 
pritit* qui your plriurca Jrom Art Studio. et$>, til ueimlne ttilgur? 

• LCaCHJ Is a full Centronics printer su II works with other computers [Ainlga, ST, etc,]. 

• Static p*issll>!e by Palrl's unique tnUmi jninlrr einwr now yOU Can have 9 harde&py ttl Up to 16 
colours" *> No more to buy - just pfrjg in and prallV 

MCKAQE INCLUDES... STAR LC200 COLOUR PRINTER HRP C2«*.W) 

CENTRONICS PRINTER LEAD RRP Cft.M 
DATEL COLOUR PRINTER DRIVER SOFTWARE RRP Ctft.M 

NORMALLY £327.96 

COMPLETE PACKAGE NOW ONLY £239.00 

COLOUR PRINTER DRIVER AVAILABLE SEPARATELY ONLY £19-99 

• II you o,Li"cudy have an LC10 or LC 200 Colour Prlnua we can supply tin* Driver separately, 



*? 



4) Simple plui; In memory r\'pvtuainn gives instant extra memory. 

• Feature*, hurtl* -.witr-june software Tor ras> usebv ihr ptbgpeuam 
or for use a* a data storage m™. 
m Ideal Tor use wil h 1 he t T M !i '£ etc, 

• 'Ihr "MiflWiirc Bin (eat u res some extra UASIC c-uminami*. 

• 64 K unit cxpunds 164 to 12SK 

• • il K ui i l t brl»u> if ,|J ' i] 1 1 P C If 6 1 'AH mi'maiy t onti iUi ration 
making a much Lftrijer software base ;*vvtllabk* Will imk wir.oght oil 
with rn-iiiv pi'i^ram'*dcsi|U*i<l lf<r I his unit hiiiludttik! OCP Ail Studio 
sec Ad). 

• it.mk -^ ! tdiirtg done aiiinmnticaJLy by MiNwure (cassette -I6ii 

ONLY £49.99 eiKFORttu 



Gill 

MEMOIY 
EXPANSION 



►Electronics 



IMIT 



CJE T YOUR ORDER FAST! 

■U-Irs] HEEEnUi CREDIT CARD ORDERS 

■taCWi'-l'i t~ Hj *LL CHEQUES POSIAi-OHBIiHS MADE PAYAftLtTt 

Ml L2.^\s^JELECTRONICB 

WOUSIRIAL ESTATE. FINTON. STC)K£-OM-TRENT, 
ST4 2RS, ENGLAND. FAX 0782 744293 TECHNICAL/CUSTOMER SERVICE 07B2 744334 

ajjs; 



DATEL LONDON SHOP 
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m, TOTTENHAM COUHT RQ, 
LON0ON.W1. T£L:071 5B06460 
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"SKHTE UlfiHS IS GHERT!" != CEHTfirHLY GO B BUNDLE 
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THE 

► ULTIMATE 

TENNIS 
WIU-ATION 
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BEST TEHHIS SIM VET!" ^ EXCELLENT ADDITION TO THE m $A } ;liW v 



